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liberating the ships — Illness and decease of John 
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On the morning of the 3d of June, 1822, at 
six A.M. both the ships* companies, under 
their, respective officers, were set to work 
upon the ice. A line was accurately marked 
out from each of the Fury's quarters, where 
they, were fifty feet apart, diverging to two 
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hundred and fifty at the edge of the floe, 
the latter being distant ftam the ships two 
thousand and twenty feet, or just one third 
of a nautical mile. It was proposed to make 
a cut through the ice with the saws, along 
the two lines thus marked out, and then a 
transverse section here and there, the diver- 
gency of the sides being intended to facili- 
tate the removal of the pieces thus detached, 
by first pulling them out with strong pur- 
chases, and then floating tliem down the 
canal to the sea without. Nothing could 
exceed the alacrity with which this laborious 
work was undertaken, and continued daily 
from six in the morning- till eight at night, 
wi€h the intermission only of meal-times : 
nor could any thing- be more lively and in- 
teresting than the scene which now presented 
iUeETto an observer on the south-east point. 
The da^ war beautifully clear^ the sea open 
ato Ikr as the eye could stretch to the north- 
^*wd, and the ^ busy hum'' of our people's 
voice* eovM at times be heard mingfing with 
^ dieerlid though fkntftatie songs witb 
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07 A NDRTH-WEST FA8VAGB. 5 

which the (jreenland sailoiB are accustomed 
at once to beguile their labour, and to keep 
the necessary time in the action of sawing^ 
the ice. The whole prospect, together widi 
die hopes and associations excited by it, 
was to persons cooped up at we had been, 
exhilarating beyond conceptioB. 

In the course of the first week we had 
completed the two side cuts, and ako two 
shorter ones in the space between the shipa; 
making in all a length of two thousand three 
hundred feet on each side of the intended 
canal, the thickness of the ice being jb 
general four feet, but in one or two places 
(where the junction of the sea-ice with tht 
bay-floe occasioned some squeeaing) atove 
ten feet and a half, scarcely allowing our 
Imigest saws to work. Laborious- aa thia 
part (^ the (^ration had been, we soon 
found it likely to {M'oye the least trouble- 
some of the whole ; for on endettvoiiri«g to 
poll oat the pieces in the manner at first iji>- 
tended, every effort failed, tUl at length we 
wexe reduced to the necessity of cutting 
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4 SECOND VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY 

each block diagonally before it could be 
moved from its place. After a week's 
experience, we also learned that much time 
had been lost in completing the whole of 
the lateral cuts at once ; for these, partly 
from firost, and partly by the closing toge- 
ther of the sides of the canal, all required 
sawing a second and in some places even a 
third time. It was surprising also to see 
how powerful a resistance was occasioned 
by the " sludge" produced in sawing, or as 
the sailors called it, the *' saw-dust," con- 
tinuing in the cut and appearing to act like 
oil interposed between two plates of glass, 
in keeping the masses united. In some 
cases also, a saw was squeezed so tight by 
the pressure of the ice in the cut, that it 
became necessary to enter a second in order 
to release it, by sawing out a circular plug 
of ice completely round it. Fatiguing as 
this work proved to the men, I directed it 
to be continued to-day, the sea remaining so 
open on the outside as to give every en- 
couragement to our exertions. 
While we were thus making trial of what 
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art could efifect towards our release, nature 
seemed to be more than usually tardy iii 
rendering her assistance. The snow was stifl 
leaving the land by very slow degrees, and 
some small rain fell for a short time on the 
7th, but the mean temperature of the twenty- 
four hours seldom rose above the freezing 
point. So small indeed was the quantity 
of water now to be obtained on shore, that 
being apprehensive of actually going to sea 
without any in the holds, each ship com- 
menced melting snow in her coppers fbt 
filling the tanks, the crews being necessarily 
put on an allowance till this was somewhat 
advanced. The first flower of the saxifraga 
oppositifolia was brought on board as a mat- 
ter of curiosity by our botanists, on the 9th, 
or one day later than it made its appearance 
at Melville Island in 18^0. 

One of our people, in walking over the 
island, met with a swan's nest, which Cap- 
tain Lyon went out to see and made a 
drawing of it. It was built of moss-peat, 
being no less than five feet ten inches in 
length, four feet nine inches wide, and two 
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ftet'deep. Th^liole. of ^entrance in the top 
^a« eight^n inches wide. Two eggs, each 
iw^hing .about eigl;it ounces, were found in 
ihe nest, an which -^e old birds were also 
filtiBg at first, but too wild to be approached. 
..T^ ^ggs £tse of a cream at brownish white 
colour, in bob^ parts a little clouded by a 
4firker tinge. The ^rnale subsequently laid 
|i fihird .e^, land <80on afterwards both birds 
Hf^peared to have wholly deserted the nest. 
. I« the«eopnd week our progress with the 
canal bad ^een cons^erabl^ it being now 
^BO^^deted within :two Jmndred yards of the 
jfury's fitern. J^s dae men had continued 
fhis cold and w<et work without mtermission 
for thirteen days together, they weze iiow 
fdlowed a lialf holiday, of which they 
l;»$lgan to stand in need. Several patients, 
as might have been eKpeoted, had beep 
liddeid to 4ikB aiok lists of both ships, but by 
iiiBEty and skilf^ attention the complaints 
jbad Jhitherto been overqeime. The opening 
y»e hs^eAreskdj made in the iqe now render- 
^ it so much weaker, and consequently so 
^PMIch naoce liable to disruption than h^&f^, 



that I consideied it prudent to remote iim 
tent, observatory, and kistrumentB on boavd^ 
aa we might at any time have been ibroed 
to Bea .witlhout a momenta's warning. Mr. 
Fisher, tfaerelbre, having completed the de* 
nred observaii^iay every thing was re-?en»- 
barked excetpt the transit instrument add 
meridian mark, these being left to the \m$' 
for continuing the determination coflhe r^l^ 
of the chronometers. Among fthe ihiqgs 
now brought on board were the garden 
frames, from which about four pounds *ot 
metched feaL-4eaioes9 and mustard and oretat 
had been produced in each garden, by dint 
of nine weeks' labour and attention. 

At the conclusion of the day's labour on 
the 19th, we had «very prospect of getting 
to sea in £brty-eight hours more ; but «aff ly 
on the following momiiig, iwhen '^'^bb, or 
north-easterly 'tide had inade, find 'ma aa« 
sisted by a breeze from the southwardi the 
whole body of sea*ice came forcibly in <Km« 
ta^t Vfiih the bay-floe ; whioh was now so 
weakened by our cuttii^ as to aplit ihe 
whole way frpm the edge i^ :tO:the Heda's 
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Stern, a little to the westward of the canal, 
the latter heing almost immediately closed 
with a considerable crush, hut without af- 
fecting the ships which lay beyond it. The 
closing of our artificial canal had the effect 
oi partially opening a natural one at the 
place where the ice had just been detached ; 
but as this was incomplete, coming gradu- 
ally up to a point astern of the Hecla, we 
were at a loss to know on which of the two 
our labour would best be employed. An 
attempt was first made by four strong pur- 
chases, stretched from side to side across 
the new cracky to pull the parts together 
again, and thus to leave our original canal 
in statu quo. All our power however being 
insufEcient to accomplish this, we com- 
menced with the saws upon the upper part 
of the crack, with the intention of widening 
it sufficiently for the passage of the ships. 
In this work we had made considerable 
progress when, towards evening, it was per- 
ceived that this was now closing, and our 
former canal re-opening by the action of 
the wind and tide. Relinquishing our last 
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attempt, therefore, we lost no time in float'* 
ing some heavy pieces of iee into the cana), 
to serve as wedges for keeping the sides 
apart, in case of any fresh pressure firom 
without again disposing them to close. 

The fog still continued and some heavy 
rain fell at night, both of which made a 
striking alteration in the appearance of the 
land and ice. The snow which was before 
hard enough to bear a man in walking, now 
allowed him to sink almost to the middle : 
and after this time the water was very abun- 
dant on shore, occurring in numerous smalt 
"Streams and ponds in almost every part* 

At two A.M. on the 21st, the piece of the 
floe which formed the separation between 
the two canals drifted bodily outwards, as 
far as the rocks at the mouth of the bay and 
the ice that lay upon them would permit, 
taking with it a heavy-grounded mass that 
lay near the Hecla, and on which it had 
before been turning as on a pile or pivot ; 
shortly after a second mass on the eastern 
side of the canal broke off, the separation 
taking place upon the line where the ice had 
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been wedceoed by the sand we had laid upon 
it. Our work was now at an end, and we 
iiad only to wait for a northerly or westerly 
srind to release us from our present " beset- 
ment/' for in fact it was now nothing more. 
Directions were therefore given for closely 
watching the motion of the ice^ both from 
the ships as well as by regular visits to the 
shore, at the end of every watch. 
' It now becomes my painful duty to turn 
from these busy occupations, where anima*- 
4ion, cheerfulness, and hope prevailed, to 
lihe sad and solemn scenes of sickness and 
deajth ; for, widi both of these did it please 
ihe Almighty to visit us at .this period-! 
William Souter, quarter-master of the Fury, 
«who, in the early part of this week, had 
complained of a slight sickness at the isto- 
mach, and having been quite relieved was 
in consequence discharged to duty, was 
again, on die morning of the Slst, a£&cted 
in a similar manner while on deck. Mr. 
iRoss, observing -that he <wa8 unfvell, desired 
lum to go )below, to whidi at first Soiiter 
oJbgected, sayk^ that it wouUiSOon go dB*; 
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but Mar. Ross very properly, in compliance 
yriih my :geneial xjxSdis on this head, ia«' 
sis ted on his going^ Mr. Skeoch. He 
was soon relieved by the treatment which 
Mr*. Edwards adopted, and continued weH 
till the night of the 22.d, when some daQ<- 
gerous symptoms having appeared and con** 
tinned £6r several hours, Mr. Fisher, of the 
Hecla, was on the following day called in on 
a '.conanltation. In the evening of the £3d« 
the symptoms once more appeared to as* 
snme aiess threatening aspect, and a hope 
MBS indulged that no inflammation in Uw 
boswels had yet taken place, which there 
had before been great reason to apprehend* 
Asihe ship was ready for sea, and.no work «f 
any consequend^ remained to be done, every 
lihing was k^t as quiet as possible on board* 
Ihat the patient might suf&r no disturbanccu 
On the £4th, Souter's alarming symptoms 
hsd so much subsided, that increasing hopes 
were eotertamed of his continuing to do 
(welL These flattering appearances, how? 
essec, received a sudden check about npQ9 
on the 25th, afler which time he began 



1ft SECOND VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY 

rapidly, though gradually, to droop, and 
between six and sd^en in the evening 
breathed his last. % 

The impossibility of removing Souter 
from the sick bay, after the last alarming 
change took place, rendered his death, or 
rather the convulsive struggles which for 
some hours preceded that event, a dreadful 
trial to poor Reid, whose state had fbr 
some time past been scarcely better, the 
difficulty in his breathing having increased 
to a most distressing degree. Worn out as 
he was by bodily suffering and extreme 
debility, it is probable that the depression 
of spirits occasioned by Souter's death 
served to hasten his own dissolution, which 
took place about the same%our the follow- 
ing evening. The slow degrees by which 
Reid's death had been long approaching, 
liad served in some measure to prepare his 
mind for that awful event ; though, like 
other consumptive persons, he would some- 
times entertain very sanguine hopes of his 
recovery, and this he continued to do till 
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about the time of Souter's illness. When 
Souter was dying, Reid remarked that he 
should not be long after him ; and on the 
26th, when Mr. Fisher had attended and 
ptayed with him, he said that he should go 
at one bell, (half-past six) and then enume- 
rated all his clothes to one of the men, who, 
at his request, wrote them down for him. 
Afler four o'clock he did not speak, and 
gradually sinking expired at the time he 
had mentioned. 

On the 28th, the remains of our deceased 
shipmates were committed to the earth, with 
every solemnity that so mournful an occa* 
sion demanded. They were interred in one 
grave, on a rising ground a few hundred 
yards from the sea to the north-eastward 
of the ships. A handsome tomb of stone 
and mortar was built over the spot, having, 
at one end, a stone let in, with the usual 
information engraved on it. The sides 
were plastered with a kind of viscous clay 
found in one of the ponds, and the top co- 
vered with tufts of the purple saxifrage. 
The duties of the ships now permitting it, 
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Captain Lyon employed bis men in build*- 
ing a similar tomb oyer tbe grave of Prinze. 
Scarcely had these melancholy duties 
been performed when the wind, which had 
been stationary at south for several hours, 
began to veer a little to the westward^ and 
the weather gradually to clear up; and, by 
six P.M., a fresh breeae blew from the 
W.S.W., so that we had now every reason 
to expect an almost immediate opening of 
the ice. It is remarkable, that previous to 
this change the winds had been almost con- 
stantly between the S.E. and E.N.E. for 
ten days; a circumstance we had never be- 
fore experienced in these seas, and which 
cerminly produced more melting than a pe- 
riod of two months would have done with 
the wind to the northward and westward. 
The alteration which the surface of the 
land had undergone in this interval is in- 
deed almost inconceivable, except to those 
who have experienced the rapidity with 
which such changes do take place, when 
once they fairly begin in these regions^ 
The whole aspect of the island was so tho* 
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roughly metamcirphosed, in coasequeDce of 
the disappearance oS the snow, that the 
very spots cm w^ch we had been in the 
firequent habit of walking for the kst nine 
iBumths, could now scarcely be recognised i 
and I believe not one among us, if removed 
from Winter Island in May and brought 
back in July, would-, from the mere asped 
of the land, have very easily discovered 
the scene of our winter's rambles. 

Previously to leaving aur present wintev 
quarters, where we had now nearly com- 
pleted our ninth month, I shall offer a few 
remarks on the extent and geographical 
position of Winter Island, and on such of 
its natural productions aA I have not had 
an (^portimity of mentioning in the pre- 
ceding part of this narrative. 

Winter Island is ten miles and a half in 
length from N.W. b. N. to S.E. h. S., itoid iu 
average breadth from eight to ten miles. 
It ia what seamen call rather low land ; the 
heigbi oi the 3.E. point,^ which I named 
Ca9£ Fisher, ovft of respect to oitf chap^ 
laiaiand astrenomerr being setennj^^skie fetiv 
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and none of the hills above three times that 
height. The outline of the land is smooth, 
and in the summer, when free from snow, 
presents a brown appearance. Several 
miles of the north-west end of the island 
are so low and level, that, when the snow 
lay thick upon it, our travellers could only 
distinguish it from the sea by the absence 
of hummocks of ice. 

The basis of the island is gneiss rock, 
much of which is of a grey colour, but in 
many places also the feldspar is so predo- 
minant as to give a bright red appearance 
to the rocks, especially about Cape Fisher, 
where also some broad veins of quartz are 
seen intersecting the gneiss ; and both this 
and the feldspar are very commonly accom- 
panied by a green substance, which we took 
to be pistacite, and which usually occurs as 
a thin lamina adhering strongly to the 
others. In many specimens these three are 
united, the feldspar and quartz displaying 
tolerably perfect crystals. In some of the 
gneiss small red garnets are abundant, as 
also in mica-slate. In lumps of granite, 
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which are found detached upon the surface, 
the mica sometimes occurs in white plates, 
and in other specimens is of a dirty brown 
colour. There are several varieties of 
mica-slate, and some of these have a bril- 
liant metallic appearance like silver ; those 
which are most so, crumble very easily to 
pieces. The most common stone next to 
those already mentioned is lime, which is 
principally schistose and of a white colour. 
Many pieces of this substance on being 
broken present impressions of fossil-shells, 
and some have also brown waved lines 
running quite through them. Nodules of 
flint occur in some masses of lime, but they 
are not common. Iron pyrites is found in 
large lumps of black stone, tinged externally, 
with the oxyde of iron; it is here and there 
met with in small perfect cubes. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Departure from Winter Island — Meet with some 
Esquimaux travelling to the northward — Ofr- 
structions and danger from the ice and tides-r' 
Discovery of the Barrow Rivery and its fall^-^ 
Favourable passage to the northzoard-^Arrival 
off the strait of the Fury and Hecla — Progress 
opposed by a fixed barrier of ice — Communicate 
with the natives of Igloolik — Unsuccessful at- 
tempts to get between the ice and the land^^Land 
upon the CcUthorpe Islands — The Fury drifted 
by the ice betzueen two islands — Account of a 
journey performed in sledges up an inlet to the 
westtoard. 

The gale, which had for some time been 
blowing from the northward, veered to the 
N,W.b.W., and increased in strength on the 
Isf of July, which soon began to produce 
the effect of drifting the ice off the land. 
In the course of the day, a wide lane of 
water was thus opened to the eastward of 
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the island, but the weather was too incle- 
ment to think of moving the ships* The 
wind continued to blow very hard during 
the night, with snow and sleet, but began 
to moderate about four A.M. on the 2d. At 
six o'clock, the report from the hill being 
favourable, and the wind and weather now 
also sufficiently so, we moved out of our 
winter*s dock, which was indeed in part 
broken to pieces by the swell that had 
lately set into the bay. At seven we made 
sail, with a fresh breese from W.N.W., and 
having cleared the rocks at the entrance of 
the bay, ran quickly to the northward and 
eastward. At noon we had Adderley's 
Bluff due north of us, distant eight miles, 
and from Captain Lyon*s chart and descrip* 
tion easily recognised Point Elizabeth be- 
yond it. We now found that the land was 
completely lined with ice, extending, in 
most places, firom two to five miles to sea- 
ward, and apparently attached to the shores 
AS firmly as any we had seen. The part 
next the land, consisting of a strip one or 
two miles in width, was smooth and level* 
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and covered with numerous ponds of water, 
all which showed it to have been of the last 
winter's formation. The outer band of ice 
was of the " hummocky" kind^ which I 
liave shown to be produced by external 
pressure, or by the cementing together of a 
number of broken masses left in the au- 
tumn by the succeeding winter's frost. 
The ice in the ofBng was also of the latter 
kind^ and drifting rapidly about with the 
tides, leaving us a navigable channel varying 
in width from two miles to three or four 
hundred yards. 

Having passed Adderley's Bluff, which 
is much the highest land hereabouts, we 
soon found the ice closing in to the land- 
^oe, and therefore made the ships fast to 
the latter, after a fine run of ten leagues, 
without any obstruction. The soundings 
liere were extraordinary, considering the 
bold appearance of the land ; for, at the 
distance of two miles from it we had only 
eleven fathoms, on a bottom of small stones 
and shells ; and by the boats we found from 
len to twenty-two fathoms along the edge 
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of the floe. On their return we were again 
able to get under way, and after gaining 
another mile or two made fast as before. 
Soon after the sea-ice came in upon us, but 
with so little force, or at least in so many 
broken pieces, as to do the ships no injury, 
though it appeared to be approaching in a 
very threatening manner. This motion in 
the ice was occasioned by the making of 
the flood-tide, which here, as at Winter 
Island, we found to come from the north-* 
ward. 

The ice remained close till half-past four 
A.M. on the Sd, when, after having sent a 
boat to sound, we cast oft* and ran along the 
margin of the floe. In an hour and a half 
we were obliged again to make fast, to 
allow a stream of ice to drift past us with 
the tide, after wliich we once more pushed 
forward for a short time. Between Cape 
Wilson and Point Elizabeth the land forms 
a considerable indentation, and is here mo- 
derately high. In the course of the fore- 
noon, as we ran along, a man was observed 
standing on a hummock of ice in-shore of 
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Dte. As we concluded it to be one of bur 

liriends on their way from Winter Island, 
we hoisted our colours, but could not afford 
to heave-to. At noon we were in latitude, 
by observation, 66^ 50' 40*, and longitude, 
by chronometers, 81** 51' 12". 

The closeness of the ice again obliging 
us to make fast, we soon after perceived a 
party of people with a sledge upon the 
land-floe^ in the same direction as before. 
I therefore sent Mr. Bushnan with some of 
our men to meet them and to bring them on 
board, being desirous of ascertaining where- 
abouts, according to their geography, we 
now were. We found the party to consist, 
as we expected, of those who had taken 
leave of us forty days before, on their de- 
parture to the northward, and who now rea- 
dily accompanied our people to the ships ; 
leaving only Togolat's idiot-boy by the 
sledge, tying him to a dog and the dog to 
the ice. As soon as they came under the 
bows, they halted in a line, and, according 
to their former promise, gave three cheers, 
which salutation a few of us on the fave^ 
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castle did not fail to return. As soon a^ 
they got on board they expressed extreiYie 
joy at seeing us again, repeated each of our 
names with great earnestness, and were in- 
deed much gratified by this unexpected 
rencontre. Ewerat being now mounted on 
the plank which goes across the gunwales 
of our ships for conning them conveniently 
among the ice, explained in a very cledr 
and pilot-like manner, that the island which 
we observed to lie ofif Cape Wilson was that 
marked by Iligliuk in one of her charts, 
and there called Awlikteewiky pronounced 
by Ewerat Ow-litUe-week. On asking how 
many days' journey it was still to Ami- 
tioke, they all agreed in saying ten ; and 
back to Winter Island oonooktoot, (a greajt 
many,) so that we had good reason to hope 
we were not far from the former place. I 
may at once remark, however^ that great 
caution is requisite in judging of the infor- 
mation these people give of the distance^ 
from one place to another, as expressed by 
the number of seeniks (sleeps) or days' 
jottrnies, to which in other countries a deft- 
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nite value is affixed. No two Esquimaux 
will give the same account in this respect, 
though each is equally desirous of furnishing 
correct information ; for besides their defi- 
ciency as arithmeticians, which renders the 
enumeration of ten a labour, and of fifteen 
almost an impossibility to many of them^ 
each individual forms his idea of the dis- 
tance according to the season of the year, 
and consequently the mode of travelling in 
which his own journey has been performed. 
Instances of this kind will be observed in the 
charts of the Esquimaux, in .which they not 
only differ from each other in this respect, 
but the same individual differs from himself 
at different times. It is only, therefore, by 
a careful comparison of the various accounts, 
and by making allowance for the different 
circumstances under which the journies have 
been made, that these apparent inconsis- 
tencies can be reconciled, and an approxi- 
mation to the truth obtained. 

Many of our officers and men cordially 
greeted these poor people as old acquaint- 
ance they were glad to see again, and they 
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were loaded as usual with numerous pre* 
sents, of which the only danger to he ap- 
prehended was lest they should go mad on 
•account of them. The women screamed in 
Si, convulsive manner at every thing they re- 
ceived, and cried for five minutes together 
with the excess of their joy; and to the 
honour of ** John Bull" be it recorded, he 
sent by one of the men as he lefl the ship a 
piece of seal- skin, as a present to Parreet 
being the first offering of real gratitude, and 
without any expectation of return, that I 
had ever received from any of them. I 
never saw them express more surprise than 
on being assured that we had left Winter 
Island only a single day; a circumstance 
which might well excite their wonder, con- 
sidering that they had themselves been above 
forty in reaching our present station. They 
had obtained one rein-deer, and had now a 
large seal on their sledge, to which we add- 
ed a quantity of bread-dust that seemed 
acceptable enough to them. As our way 
lay in the same direction as theirs, I would 
gladly have taken their whole establishment 
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the soundings regular in almost every part, 
and had just landed to obtain a view from 
an eminence, when I was recalled by a sig- 
nal from the Fury, appointed to inform me 
of the approach of any ice. On my return, 
I found the external body once more in 
rapid motion to the southward witli the 
flood-tide, and assuming its usual threaten- 
ing appearance. For an hour or two the 
Fury was continually grazed, and some- 
times heeled over by a degree of pressure 
which, under any other circumstances, would 
not have been considered a moderate one, 
but which the last two or three days* navi-^ 
gation had taught us to disregard, when 
compared with what we had reason almost 
every moment to expect. A little before 
noon a heavy floe, some miles in length, 
being probably a part of that lately de- 
tached from the shore, came driving down 
ftst towards «», giving us serious reason to 
Hfprekend JOjiy BMffefirtil<atMl«ifhitthaii 
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land-ice left the preceding night by its owm 
separation, breaking it up with a tremendous 
crash, and forcing numberless immense 
masses, perhaps many tons in weight, to 
the height of fifty or sixty feet, from whence 
they again rolled down on the inner or land 
side, and were quickly succeeded by a fresh 
supply. While we were obliged to be quiet 
spectators of this grand but terrific sight, 
being within five or six hundred yards of 
the point, the danger to ourselves was two- 
fold; first, lest the floe should now swing 
in, and serve us much in the same manner; 
and secondly, lest its pressure should de-^ 
tach the land ice to which we were secured, 
and thus set us adrift and at the mercy of 
the tides. Happily, however, neither of 
these occurred, the floe remaining stationary 
for the rest of the tide, and setting off with 
the ebb which made soon after. In the 
meanwhile the Hecla had been enabled to 
get under sail, and was making considerable 
progress towards us, which determined me 
to move the Fury as soon as possible from 
her present situation into the bight I had 
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sounded in the morning; where we made 
fast in five and a half fathoms alongside 
some very heavy grounded ice, one third of 
a mile from a point of land lying next to 
the northward of Cape Wilson, and which 
is low for a short distance next the sea. 
At nine o'clock a large mass of ice fell off the 
land-floe and struck our stern ; and a ** calf" 
lying under it, having lost its superincum- 
bent weight, rose to the surface with consi- 
derable force, lifting our rudder violently in 
its passage, but doing no material injury. 

Early in the morning of the 10th, the 
breeze having freshened up from the S.SW., 
the prospect to the northward was truly 
gratifying ; and at fifteen minutes after one 
A.M., when the Hecla had nearly joined us, 
we made all sail along shore, soon deepen- 
ing the water to twenty fathoms, and after- 
wards to thirty-five no bottom, at a distance 
of a mile and three quarters from the land. 
Very little snow was now lying upon the 
ground, and numerous streams of water 
rushing down the hills, and sparkling in the 
beams of the morning sun, relieved in some 
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measure the melancholy stilhiess whiclit 
otherwise reigned on this desolate shore. 
At three A.M., we had sailed as near the 
end of the open water as we could safely 
venture, though in a sea without so stroi^ 
a tide-way we might still perhaps have 
threaded a passage through the ice som6 
miles farther. Here, however, it was in- 
dispensably necessary, if possible, to secure 
the ships before the strength of the flood-^ 
tide should come on, and we accordingly 
hauled in-shore for that purpose. The land 
along which we had been sailing was that 
from which the ice had been principally de-* 
tached, so that we had doubts of finding ei- 
ther the means of holding fast or any secu- 
rity from driving on shore. On sending the 
boats to examine the soundings, however, 
both were fortunately discovered, there be- 
ing abreast of the ships a number of heavy 
insulated masses of ice lying aground,* with 

♦ These for distincdon's sake we were in the habit 
of calling " bergs," though we saw none of the im- 
mense bodies properly so called, after reaching about 
)ba middle of Hvdsoa's Strait. 
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small but sufficient patches of the land-floe 
within them still adhering to the beach. 
We here made fast in six fathoms, about a 
hundred yards from the shore, and were not 
sorry to obtain a little rest, as well as a 
temporary cessation from anxiety respecting 
the immediate safety of the ships. It was 
low water by the shore at fifty minutes past 
nine A.M., having fallen two feet in one 
hour and ten minutes. 

After noon we landed to take a walk, 
and found the mineralogical character of 
this part of the coast nearly the same as be- 
fore, the rocks being composed of greyish 
gneiss, with fragments of granite, quartz, 
mica-slate, some iron-pyrites, and most of 
the other substances observed at Winter 
Island, lying scattered on the surface. Many 
of the stones found in the streams were 
coated with a thin crust of the oxyde of 
iron. There was no absolute want of 
vegetation, many considerable patches oc- 
curring entirely covered with moss, grass, 
and other plants ; but the whole of these 
were in a remarkably backward state, the 
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saxifruga oppositifoUa being, I believe, the 
only one as yet in flower. The andromeda 
ietragona was here very abundant, and nu- 
merous tufts of sorrel were just putting 
forth their first red leaves. A number of 
rein- deer were seen, but they proved too 
wild for us, and birds were unusually scarce. 
Captain Lyon picked up an Esquimaux 
lamp, curious on account of its being made 
of two pieces of red granite firmly cemented 
together, instead of pot-stone as usual. 

At high water this evening, which took 
place at four P.M., the berg on which our 
chief dependence was placed for security 
from external pressure, rolled completely 
over, but Istill held fast on the ground. By 
the swell thus occasioned a disruption of 
some of the land-ice also took place, which 
for some time threatened to carry us adrift. 
At the same time a heavy floe coming in, 
promoted by its pressure this unwelcome 
disturbance, and releasing a *' calf" under 
the Fury's stem, made it rise with consi-v 
derable violence against her counter. The 
stream-cable was now fastened round, the 
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berg, as the only remaining security against 
our being forced on shore, should the land- 
ice wholly desert us ; but the water falling 
from this time gave us some hours' respite. 

The northerly breeze kept the ice moving 
to the southward during the whole of the 
ebb-tide, as had been so often remarked be- 
fore, showing how weak the stream of that 
tide is on this coast, comparatively with the 
other, and the consequent necessity of hold- 
ing on somewhere or other at all risks, when 
the state of the ice does not admit of mak- 
ing any progress to the northward. If the 
safety of a ship were alone to be consulted, 
it would undoubtedly answer that purpose 
most effectually to let her float about among 
the loose ice in the offing ; but a very few 
days' drifl would in this case carry her to 
Southampton Island, and the labour of 
weeks thus be inevitably lost. 

On the 12th, observing an opening in the 
landj like a river, I lefl the ship in a boat to 
examine the soundings of the coast. On 
approaching the openings we found so strong 
a current setting out of it^ as to induce mo^ 

VOL. IV, D 
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to taste the water, which proved scarcely 
brackish; and a httle closer in, perfectly 
fresh, though the depth was from fourteen 
to fifteen fathoms. As this stream was « 
sufiScient security against any ice coming 
in, I determined to anchor the ships some- 
where in its neighbourhood; and having, 
laid down a buoy in twelve fathoms, off the 
north point of the entrance, returned on 
board, when I found all the boats a-head 
endeavouring to tow the ships in-^hore. 
This could be effected, however, only by 
getting them across the stream of the inlet 
to the northern shore ; and here finding, 
some land-ice, the ships were secured late 
at night, after several hours of extreme la^ 
hour to the people in the boats. 

On the morning of the ISth, the ice being 
still close in with the land just to the north- 
ward of us, I determined on examining the 
supposed river in the boats, and at the same 
time to try our luck with the seines, as the 
place appeared a hkely one for salmon. Ac« 
Gompanied by several of the officers, there-. 
fmCf as well as by.Captain Lyon in his own 



boat, I left the Fury at half-past eight A.M., 
and was soon followed by a second boat 
from each ship. Immediately on opening 
the inlet we encountered a rapid cunrent 
setting outwards, and after rowing a mile 
and a half to the N.W.b.W., the breadth 
of the stream varying from one-third of a 
mile to four or five hundred yards, came to 
some shoal water extending quite across. 
Landing on the south shore and hauling the 
boats up above high-water mark, we ram« 
bled up the banks of the stream, which are 
lew next the water, but rise almost imme- 
diately to the height of about two hundred 
feet. As we proceeded we gradually heard 
the noise of a fall of water; and being pre^ 
sently obliged to strike more inland, as the 
bcmk became more precipitous, soon ob- 
tained a fresh view of the stream running 
on a much higher level than before, and 
dashing with great impetuosity down two 
small cataracts. Just below this, however, 
where the river almost turns at a right angle, 
we ^perceived a much greater spray, as well 
a| a louder sound ; and having walked a 
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short ' distance down the bank, suddenly 
omne upon the principal fall, of whose mag- 
nificence I am at a loss to give any adequate 
description. At the head of the fall, oi 
where it commences its prmcipal descent^ 
the river is contracted to about one hundred 
and fifty feet in breadth, the channel being 
hollowed out through a solid rock of gneiss. 
After falling about fifteen feet at an angle 
of 30° with a verticle line, the width of the 
stream is still narrowed to about forty yards^ 
and then, as if mustering its whole force 
previous to its final descent, is precipitate^, 
in one vast continuous sheet of water almost 
perpendicular for ninety feet more. So 
nearly, indeed^ is the rock perpendicular, 
that we were enabled to let down a sound- 
ing lead and line, for the purpose of mea- 
suring its actual height, while a man de- 
scended from crag to crag with a second- 
line attached to him, to see when the lead 
touched the water below. The dashing of 
the water from such a height produced the 
usual accompaniment of a cloud of spray» 
broad columns of which were constant^- 
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forced up, like the successive rushes of 
smoke from a vast furnace, and on thitf, 
near, the top, a vived iris or rainbow was 
occasionally formed by the bright rays of an 
unclouded sun. " The roaring of the moun^ 
tain-cataract," which constitutes a principal 
feature of the sublime in scenery of this 
magnificent nature, was here almost deafen^ 
ing, and as we were able to approach the 
head of the fall, even as close as a single 
yard, the very rock seemed to suffer a con- 
cussion under our feet. The basin that re* 
<!eives the water at the foot of the fall is 
nearly of a circular form, and about four 
hundred yards in diameter, being rather 
wider than the river immediately below it 
The fall is about three qiiarters of a mile 
above our landing-^place, or two miles and a 
quarter from the entrance of the river. 
. After remaining nearly an hour, fixed as 
it were to the spot by the novelty and mag- 
fiificence of the scene before us, we conti- 
nued our walk upwards along the banks; 
and after passing the two smaller cataracts, 
finmd the river, again, increased in width to 
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above' two hundred yards, winding in tbe 
vAost romantic manner imaginable among 
the hilla^ and preserving a smooth and mi* 
ruffled sm'faee for a distance of three or four 
miles that we traced it to the south-west 
abdve the falL What added extremely to 
the beauty of this picturesque river, whiek 
Captain Lyoti and myself immed after our 
mutual friend, Mr. Bareow, Secretary to 
the Admiralty, was the richness of the 
vegetation on its banks, the enlivening 
brilliancy of a cloudless sky, and the ani** 
maticHi given tO' the scene by several rein-* 
deer that were grazing beside the stream. 
Our sportsmen were fortunate in obtaining 
four of these animals ; but we had no sue* 
cess with the seines, the ground proving al* 
together too rocky to use them with advan- 
tage or safety. The eider-ducks were here 
ttderably numerous^ imd we also met with 
some black-threjMed divers, golden plovers^ 
and snow-buntingsw On first entering the 
river two birds flew over our heads, ap- 
pidaring larger than eider-ducks, but with 
nmokjeaa white on their backs and wings^ 
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and without the duck bill; On onv retom 
down the river Captain Lyon landed on the 
opposite side, for the purpose of making- a 
drawing of the fall in the best point of view ;. 
and we then returned on board at thirty 
minutes past two P.M. after the most gra* 
tifying visit we had ever paid to the shore 
in these regions. 

The entrance of this river lies in lat. 67^ 
Id^ 06" f and in longitude, by chronometen^ 
ar 26' 20". We found at half tide from 
ten to twelve feet water in mid-channel, for 
a mile below the first shallows, and it then 
qviickly deepens to as many fathoms. Tht' 
banks of the river had still a good deal of 
snow cleaving to them in some places, and 
we narrowly escaped being swamped by a 
heavy mass falling off into the water, just 
after we had rowed away from the spot. 
The minerak^cal character of the land in 
this neighbourhood continued the same as 
that last described. 

We found on our return that- a fresh 
southerly breeae, which' had been blowing 
^ several hours, had dHven tine ice te^ 
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some distance from the land ; so that at 
four P.M., as soon as the flood- tide had 
slackened, we cast off and made all pos- 
sible sail to the northward, steering for a 
headland remarkable for having a patch 
of land towards the sea that appeared in-> 
sular in sailing alongshore. As we ap- 
proached this headland, which I named af^er 
my friend Mr. Edward Leycester Pen- 
RHYN, the prospect became more and more 
enlivening ; for the sea was found to be 
navigable in a degree very seldom experi- 
enced in these regions, and, the land trend- 
ing two or three points to the westward of 
north, gave us reason to hope we should 
now be enabled to take a decided and final 
turn in that anxiously-desired direction. 
As we rounded Cape Penrhyn at seven 
P.M., we began gradually to lose sight of 
the external body of ice, sailing close along 
that which was still attached in very heavy 
floes to this part of the coast. A headland, 
four leagues to the northward of Cape Pent 
rhyn, was named after Mr. Robert Browk» 
a gentleman with whose knowledge and 
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labours in the department of botany every 
naturalist ia acquainted. Both wind and 
tide being favourable, our progress was rapid 
and unobstructed, and nothing could exceed 
the interest and delight with which so un* 
usual an event was hailed by us. Before 
midnight the wind came more off the landj 
and then became light and variable, after 
which it settled in the north-west with thick 
weatlier for several hours. 

We continued beating to the northward 
under all sail during the night, the wind 
renuuning steadily from that quarter with 
smooth water and extremely fine weather. 
Our latitude by observation at noon was 6S^ 
%9! %V\ and the longitude by chronometers, 
81° 56' 55". The land continued to be of 
the same character as before described, the 
hills at the back having now receded to & 
considerable distance from the coast, and 
the low shore, after making a large bend; 
again projecting a good deal to the eastward> 
. In the course . of this day the walruses 
becaoie more and more numerous every 
hour» lying in large herds upon the loos^ 
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pieces of drift-ice ; and it having fkllen calm 
at one P.M., we despatched our boats to 
kill some for the sake of the oil which they 
affi>rd. On approaching the ice our people 
found them huddled close to, and even lying 
upon one another, in separate droves of 
from twelve to thirty, the whole number near 
^e boats being perhaps about two hundred* 
Most of them waited quietly to be fired at ; 
and even after one or two discharges did 
not seem to be greatly disturbed, but allowed 
the people to land on the ice near them, and, 
when approached, showed an evident dis-* 
position to give battle. After they had got 
into the water, three were struck with har- 
poons and killed from the boats. When first 
wounded they became quite furious, and 
one, which had been struck from Captain 
Lyon's boat, made a resolute attack upon 
her, and injured several of the planks with 
its enormous tusks^ A number of the othel?s 
came round them, also repeatedly strikittg 
the wounded animals with their tusks, with 
the intentieft either of getting them awi^, 
or else of joining in-the attack upon them* 
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Many of these animals had young ones which, 
when assaulted, they either took between 
their fore-flippers to carry off, or bore away 
on their backs. Both of those killed by 
the Fury's boats were females, and the 
weight of the largest was fifteen hundred 
asod two quarters nearly ; but it was by no 
means remarkable for the largeness of its 
dimensions. The peculiar barking noise 
made by the walrus when irritated, may be 
lieard, on a calm day, with great distinctness 
at the distance of two miles at least. We 
found mmsquet-balls the most certain and 
expeditious way of despatching them afl^t 
they had been once struck with the harpoon^ 
the thickness of their skin being such, that 
iM^ale-lances generally bend without pene^ 
irating it. One of these creatures being 
accidentally touched by one of the oars- in 
Lieutenant Nias's boat, took hold of it be* 
tween its flippers and forcibly twisting it out 
of the mans hand, snapped it in two. They 
ficoduced us very little oil, the blubber being 
^H&and pooir at this season, but were wel- 
inmie in.a way that had Hot been antieipated \ 
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for some quarters of this *' marine beef," as 
Captain Cook has called it, being hung up 
for steaks, the meat was not only eaten, but 
eagerly sought after on this and every other 
occasion throughout the voyage, by all those 
among us who could overcome the prejudi^ce 
arising chiefly from the dark colour of the 
flesh. In no other respect that I could ever 
discover, is the meat of the walrus when 
fresh-killed in the slightest degree offensive 
or unpalatable. The heart and liver are 
indeed excellent. 

While our boats were thus engaged a 
light air, that had sprung up from the 
southward, gradually increased, and as 
soon as our game was hoisted in we bore 
up under all sail along the land, which 
still continued so extremely low, that as the 
sun got round a-head we could scarcely 
distinguish its points, and ran along chiefly 
guided by the soundings. In the course of 
the night we passed thousands of walruses, 
large herds of which were lying with their 
young on almost every.loose piece of ice we 
saw. At midnight we were abreast of 
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three .small islets, which I consider to be 
the northernmost of those called by the Es-^ 
quimaux <* Ooglit,'' and so marked in the 
chart. We saw something like huts or 
tents upon them, but no other signs of in- 
l^abitants: we know, however, that they 
are at times a principal resort of many of 
the Esquimaux ; and Iligliuk first directed 
our attention to them as the birth-place of 
her son. ^ * 

' After an unobstructed night's run, during 
which we met with no ice except in some 
loose '* streams," the water became so much 
shoaler as to make it necessary to proceed 
with greater caution. Though the land 
along which we had been sailing had all 
been nearly equally low, we now began 
to decrease our soundings to nine, eight, ' 
and seven fathoms, and the water ap- 
peared much discoloured in some places* 
About this time also a great deal of high 
land came in sight to tlie northward and 
eastward, which, on the first inspection of 
the Esquimaux charts, we took to be the 
large portion of land called Keiyuk'tar^ 
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ruoke,* between which and the oontinent 
the promised strait lay that was to lead 
us to the westward. So far all was satis- 
&ctory; but after sailing a few miles fieur- 
tber it is impossible to describe our disap- 
pointment and mortification in perceiving 
an un))roken sheet of ice extending com- 
pletely across the supposed passage firom 
one land to the other. It is important here 
to notice that our chief disappointment 
arose^ not from the mere presence of ice 
blocking up the desired passage, to which 
our most anxious hopes had long by antici- 
pation been directed, but from the nature of 
the ice which constituted our present im- 
pediment. This consisted of a floe so level 
and continuous, that a single glance was 
sufficient to assure us of the disagreeable 
fact, that it was the ice formed in its present 
situation during the winter, and still firmly 
attached to the land on every side. It was 

* This name being applied by the Esquimaux to 
several other portions of land, all of which are in- 
sular, or nearly. fio» it is probable that the word sim^y - 
skmbKis an island. 
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certain, from its eontinuous appearance for 
some miles that we ran along its edge, that 
it had suffered no disruption this season^ 
which circumstance involved the necessity 
of our awaiting that operation which nature 
seemed scarcely yet to have commenced in 
this neighbourhood, before we could hope 
to sail round the north-eastern point of the 
American continent. 

At thirty minutes past nine A.M. we ob- 
served several tents on the low shore im- 
mediately abreast of us, and presently af- 
terwards five canoes made their appearance 
at the edge of the land-ice intervening be* 
tween us and the beach. As soon there- 
fore as we had satisfactorily made out the 
position and state of the ice, I left the Fury 
in a boat, accompanied by some of tbe 
officers, and beii^ joined by Captain Lyon, 
went to meet the Esquimaux, being ex- 
tremely desirous of learning from them all 
the particulars of our situation. We soon 
fpund by the cautious manner in which the 
canoes approached us, that our Winter 
Islafid friends had not yet reached this 
o^jfbbouthood. Ir a few .minutes after we 
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had joined them, however, a few presents 
served to dissipate all their apprehensions, 
if indeed people could be said to entertain 
any who thus fearlessly met us half way; 
and we immediately persuaded them to turn 
back with us to the shore. Being under 
sail in the boat, with a fresh breeze, we took 
two of the canoes in tow and dragged them 
along at a great rate, much to the satisfac- 
tion of the Esquimaux, who were very as- 
siduous in piloting us to the best landing- 
place upon the ice, where we were met by 
several of their companions and conducted 
to the tents. Before we had reached the 
shore, however, we had obtained one very 
interesting piece of information, namely, 
that it was Igloolik on which we were now 
about to land, and that we must therefore 
have made a very near approach to the 
strait which, as we hoped, was to conduct 
us once more into the Polar Sea. 
• We found here two divisions of tents, 
there being eleven where we landed, and 
jfive more about half a mile to the north- 
ward. They were situated on a low nar- 
row bank, not more than twenty feet above 
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the level of the sea, and running along the 
island parallel to the beach, from which it 
is distant only a few yards. Within this 
bank were numerous ponds of water, and 
much swampy ground, and beyond these, 
at the back, the island gradually rises to a 
somewhat greater height. By the time we 
reached the tents we were surrounded by a 
crowd of men, women, and children, all 
carrying some trifling article, which they 
offered in barter, a business they seemed to 
understand as well, and to need, much 
more than their countrymen to the south- 
ward. It is pleasing, as well as remark- 
able, to find these people, even at our first 
intercourse with them, always appearing to 
entertain a sort of intuitive idea of the 
friendly dispoi^ition of the Kabloonas to- 
wards them, and of their wish as well as 
their ability to enrich them. No sooner, 
therefore, is the first of these ideas con- 
firmed by kind and friendly behaviour than 
they begin to try what they can get from 
their new visitors. We were, of course, 
not backward in promoting a good under- 

VOI.* IV. £ 
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Standing by means of such presents as wt 
had brought with us^ but they seemed to 
have no idea of our giving them any thing 
gratisy always offering some trifle in ex- 
change, and expressing hesitation and sur- 
prise when we declined accepting it. This 
was not to be wondered at among people 
who scarcely know what a free gift is 
among themselves; but they were not 
long in getting rid of all delicacy or hesi- 
tation on this score. 

The tents, which varied in size according 
to the number of occupants, consisted of 
several seal and walrus skins, the former 
dressed without the hair, and the latter 
with the thick outer coat taken off, and 
the rest shaved thin so as to allow of the 
transmission of light through it. These 
were put together in a clumsy and irre- 
gular patchwork, forming a sort of bag 
of a shape rather oval than round, and 
supported near the middle by a rude tent- 
pole composed of several deer's horns or 
the bones of other animals lashed toge^ 
ther. At the upper end of this is attach- 
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ed another short piece of bone at. right 
»igles, for the purpose of exleoding thie 
fikins a little S(t the top, which is: generally 
from six to seven feet from the ground; 
The lower part of the tent-pole > rests on: a 
large stone to keep it from sinking into the 
ground, and being no way secured) is fre« 
quently knocked down by persoi^ acci«- 
deutally coming against it» and again rer 
placed upon:the stone. The lower borders 
of the. skins are held down by stones laid 
OPL theni outside; and to keep the whole 
fitbric in an erect position, a line of thong i9 
extended from the top^ on. the side wher^ 
t|ie dpor is, to a larger stone placed, at som^ 
jdistance. The door consists merely pf 
two Baps, contrived so as to overlap one 
jiapther, and to be secured by a stone J^id 
i^M^ them ^t the bottom. ' This entrance 
fsuie» the south or south-east ;. and as the 
wjpd was npw blowing fresh £rom that 
quarter and thick snow beginning to fall, 
-fbe^ habitatipns did not impress us at first 
aiglet with a very favourable idea of the 
comfort and accommodation afiforded by 

£ 2 
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them. The interior of the tents may be 
described in few words. On one side of 
the end next the door is the usual stone 
lamp resting on any other rough stones, 
with the ootkooseek or cooking-pot sus- 
pended over it ; and round this are hud- 
dled together, in great confusion, the rest 
of the women's utensils, together wilh great 
lumps of raw sea-horse flesh and blubber, 
which at this season they enjoyed in most 
disgusting abundance. At the inner end 
of the tent, which is also the broadest, and 
occupying about one-third of the whole 
apartment, their skins are laid as a bed, 
having under them some of the andromeda 
tetragona when the ground is hard, but 
in this case placed on the bare dry shingle. 
Comfortless as these simple habitations ap- 
peared (o us in a snow-storm, they are in 
general not deficient in warmth as summer 
residences ; and being easily removed from 
place to place, they are certainly well suited 
to the wants and habits of this wandering 
people. When a larger habitation than 
usual is required, they contrive, by putting 
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two of these together, to form a sort of 
double tent, somewhat resembling a mar- 
quee, and supported by two poles. The 
difference between these tents and the one 
I had seen in Lyon Inlet the preceding au- 
tumn, struck me as remarkable, these hav- 
ing no wall of stones around them, as is 
usual in many that we have before met 
with, nor do I know their reason for adopt- 
ing this different mode of construction. 

Even if it were not the natural and hap- 
py disposition of these people to be pleased, 
and to place implicit confidence wherever 
kind treatment is experienced, that confi- 
•dence would soon have been ensured by 
our knowledge of their friends and relations 
to the southward, and the information 
which we were enabled to give respecting 
•their late and intended movements. This, 
while it excited in them extreme surprise, 
served also at once to remove all distrust 
or apprehension, so that we soon found 
ourselves on the best terms imaginable. In 
return for all this interesting information, 
.they gave us the names of the diflferent 
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portions of land in sight, many of which 
being • recognised in their countrymen's 
charts, we no longer entertained a doubt 
of our being near the eastern entrance of 
the strait to which all our hopes were di- 
rected. We now found also that a point 
cif land in sight, a few miles to the soutb* 
ward of the tents, was near that marked 
■Fing'tt'hU'Uk on Ewerat's chart, and that, 
therefore, the low shore along which we had 
been constantly sailing the preceding night 
was certainly a part of the continent. 
. By the time we hafl distributed most of 
our presents, and told some long storied 
about Winter Island, to all which they lis- 
tened with eager delight and interest, we 
found the weather becoming so inclement 
as to determine us to make the best of otir 
way on. board, and to take a more favour^ 
able opportunity of renewing our visit to 
the Esquimaux. = The weather become 
more severe, and the wind drew more Ab' 
Tectly upon the ice, as we rowed out; so 
that the signal guns, fired occasionally by 
the ships to point out theii^ situaticm tc; m, 
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were less and less distinctly heard. Afler 
puUing out for an hour and a half, Captain 
Lyon, who had a boat's crew composed of 
officers, and had unfortunately broken one 
of his oars, was under the necessity of re- 
timing to the shore. My anxiety lest the 
ships should be ventured too near the 
shore, from a desire to pick up the boats, 
induced me to persevere an hour longer, 
when the wind having increased to a gale, 
which prevented our hearing any of the 
guns, I reluctantly bore up for our former 
landing-place. So rapidly, however, had 
the sea broken up the whole margin of the 
land-ice, that this could no longer be re- 
cognised, and it was with our utmost exer- 
tions th&t we at length succeeded in reach- 
ing any part of the fixed floe, in consequence 
of the quantity of loose and drifting masses 
now occupying, its margin. In forcii^ 
through these, the boat. was stove by a 
sharp comer of a piece of ice, and was full 
of water up to the thwarts when we reached 
die grounded ice. After repairing this da- 
mage and securing the boat, we walked to 
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the shore, where I was happy to see the 
Hecla's boat safely hauled up. Captain 
Lyon and his party having quartered them- 
selves at the southern tents, we took up 
our lodgings at the others, to which we 
were welcomed in the kindest and most 
hospitable manner. That we might incom- 
mode the Esquimaux as little as possible, 
we divided into parties of two in each tent, 
though they would willingly have accom- 
modated twice that number. Immediately 
on our arrival, they offered us dry boots, 
and it was not long before we were entirely 
" rigged out" in their dresses, which, tho- 
roughly drenched as we were by the sea, 
proved no small comfort to us. With these 
and a seal-skin or two as a blanket, we 
kept ourselves tolerably warm during a 
most inclement night ; and the tents, which 
but a few hours before we had looked upon 
as the most comfortless habitations imagin- 
able, now afforded us a sufficient and most 
acceptable shelter. 

The evening was passed in dealing out 
our information from the southward, and 
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never did any arrival excite more anxious 
inquiries than those we were now obh'ged 
to answer. So intimate was the knowledge 
we possessed respecting many of their rela- 
tionships, that by the help of a memoran- 
dum book in which these had been inserted, 
I believe we almost at times excited a de- 
gree of superstitious alarm in their minds. 
This sort of gossip and incessant chattering 
and laughing continued till near midnight, 
when the numerous visitors in our tents be- 
gan to retire to their own and to leave us to 
our repose. . . 

Awaking at four A.M. on the 17th, I 
found that the weather had moderated and 
cleared up, and the ships soon after appear- 
ing in sight, we called our boat's crew up, 
and sent one of the Esquimaux round to the 
other tents to inform Captain Lyon of our 
setting out. Several of the natives accom- 
panied us to our boat, which they cheerfully 
helped us to laimch, and then went round 
to another part of the beach for their own 
eanoes. A thick fog had come on before 
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this time, notwithstanding which, however, 
we managed to find the ships, and got on 
board by seven o'clock. . Five canoes ar- 
rived soon after, and the wind being now 
light and variable, we lay-to for an hour 
to repay our kind friends for the hospitable 
reception they had given us. After sup- 
plying them abundantly with tin canisters^ 
knives, and pieces of iron-hoop, we hauled 
to the north-eastward to continue our exa- 
mination of the state of the ice, in hopes of 
finding that the late gale had in this respect 
done us some service. 

Lieutenant Nias informed me on my re- 
turn that the ships had, as I apprehended, 
experienced considerable difficulty in beat- 
ifig off the shore and the ice, upon which 
the gale had directly blown with a good 
deal of sea. The Hecla had, indeed, been 
once driven upon the margin of the* fioe, 
where she remained in a very awkward si- 
tuation for half an hour, and then fortu- 
nately effected her escape ; after which, by 
carrying a press of canvass, both ships sue- 
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ceeded in gaining an offing, though not with- 
out much fatigue from constant wet and 
exertion. 

I cannot delay any longer to remark, how 
valuable the geographical information re- 
ceived from the Esquimaux had now proved 
to us, especially at this particular crisis. 
On our arrival off Igloolik we had suddenly 
been arrested an our prc^ess by an impe~ 
netrable barrier of ice, appearing to occupy 
^e entrance of a large inlet or strait leading 
in the . very direction in which it was our 
business to seek and to force a passage.. 
On tracing the northern land, as far as the 
ice would permit, we now had it in sight 
reaching over nearly the whole extent of 
the eastern horizon, and almost to a south 
bearing, rendering it at least as likely as 
tiot that it would be found to continue as 
&r as Fox's Farthest, or even to join the 
land in that neighbourhood. It is true that, 
in any case, nothing short of actual exa- 
mination was to be deemed conclusive or 
admissible by us, and that therefore it was 
our business to wait till such examination 
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could be effected; but who that can place 
himself for a moment in our situation will 
fail to appreciate the value of that informa- 
tion, which left no doubt of the geographical 
position of the lands before us, as respected 
the existence of the strait, and thus saved 
us the inconceivable suspense and anxiety 
which entire ignorance on this subject 
would not fail to have occasioned? 

Finding that a further examination of the 
eastern lands could not at present be car- 
ried on, without incurring the risk of ham- 
pering the ships at a time when, for aught 
that we knew, the ice might be breaking up 
at the entrance of the strait, we stood hack 
to the westward, and, having fetched near 
the middle of Igloolik, were gratified in 
observing that a large " patch" of the fixed 
ice* had broken off and drifted out of sight 
during our absence. At nine A.M. we saw 
eleven canoes coming off from the shore, 

• The expression " fixed ice" appearing better 
suited to our present obstacle than that of '' land 
ice," I shall in future adopt it in speaking of this 
barrier. 
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our distance from tbe tents being about 
four miles^ where our soundings were from 
eleven to twelve fathoms^ having shoaled 
gradually in the last two or three miles from 
forty-two to that depth. As the new line 
of ice left us something to examine^ we bore 
up along its edge for that purpose, as well 
as to avoid the disturbance of our friends, 
who were approaching us with loud shouts 
during the time of divine service. After 
this the wind backed more to the southward, 
and thick snow coming on so as to prevent 
our seeing ahead, we hove-to for the canoes 
which had in the mean time communicated 
with the Hecla. We now hoisted two of 
them on board, their owners, Ka-k^e and 
NU-yak-kd being very well pleased with the 
expedient, to avoid damaging them along- 
side. Above an hour was occupied in en- 
deavouring to gain additional information 
.respecting the land to the wei^tward, and 
the time when we might expect the ice to 
break up in the strait, after which we dis- 
missed them with various useful presents, 
the atmosphere becoming extremely thick 



:! 



62 SECOND VOYAGE 70B THE DJSGOY^RT 

with snow, nod threatening a repeticion of 
the same inclement weather as we had late- 
ly experienced. The snow eeasing, how- 
ever, in the course of the evening w^ found 
ourselves close to a small island called by 
the Esquimaux See^b-wUkt and laid down by 
IHgliuk in her chart with astonishing preci- 
sion. This little island, which, from its ex- 
treme lowness, and being situated just in the 
middle of the mouth of the strait, is some- 
what dangerous, subsequently received the 
name of Tern Island^ from the immense 
Qumber of those birds found upon it. It is 
almost entirely surrounded by shoals, par«- 
ticularly on its southern and eastern sides, 
but attention to the leads is sufficient to 
prevent danger, and the grounded ice is in 
general a tolerably safe beacon. The wind 
having now veered to the northward and 
westward, with clear weather, I directed the 
ships to be made fast to the fixed ice be- 
tween Tern Island and aCnother to the north* 
ward of Igloolik, this being a favourable 
situation for observing any alteration that 
might take place. I was desirous more- 
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over of obtaining good observations for our 
position and angles for the survey, which 
the state of the weather had prevented our 
doing since our arrival off the strait. 

On the 2Bd we went on shore to pay an- 
other visit to the Esquimaux, who came 
down on the ice in great numbers to receive 
us, repeatedly stroking down the front of 
their jackets with the palm of the hand ai 
they advanced, a custom iiot before m«i^ 
tioned, as we had< some doubt about it at 
Winter Island, and which they soon discon^ 
tinned here. They also frequently called 
out iima, a word which, according to Heame^ 
signifies in the Esquimaux language, " What 
«heer !" and which Captain Franklin heard 
frequently used on first accosting the natives 
at the mouth of tlie Copper ->roine River. 
It seems to be among these people a saluta* 
tion equivalent to that understood by these 
travellers, or at least some equally civil and 
friendly one, for nothing could exceed the 
attention which they paid us on landing. 
Some individual always attached himself to 
each of us immediately on our leaving the 
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boat, pointing out the best road, and taking 
us by the hand or arm to help us over the 
streams of water or fissures in the ice, and 
attending us wherever we went during our 
stay on shore. 

The day proving extremely fine and plea- 
sant, every thing assumed a different ap- 
pearance from that at our former visit, and 
we passed some hours on shore very agree- 
ably. About half a mile inland of the tents, 
and situated upon the rising ground beyond 
the swamps and ponds before mentioned, 
we found the ruins of several winter habita- 
tions, which, upon land so low as Igloolik, 
formed very conspicuous objects at the dis- 
tance of several miles to sea- ward. These 
were of the same circular and dome-like 
form as the snow-huts, but built with much 
more durable materials, the lower part or 
foundation being of stones, and the rest, of 
the various bones of the whale and walrus, 
gradually inclining inwards and meeting at 
the top. The crevices, as well as the whole 
of the outside, were tlien covered with turf, 
which, with the additional coating of snow, 
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^ in the winter, serves to exclude the cold air 
very effectually. The entrance is towards 
the south, and consists of a passage ten feet 
long, and not more than two in height and 
breadth, built of flat slabs of stone, having 
the same external covering as that of the 
huts. The beds are raised by stones two 
feet from the ground, and occupy about 
one-third of the apartment at the inner end, 
and the windows and a part of the roofs 
had been taken away for the convenience of 
removing their furniture in the spring. It 
was a natural inference, from the nature of 
these habitations, that these people, or at 
least a portion of them, were constant resi- 
dents on this spot, which indeed seemed 
admirably calculated to afford in luxurious 
profusion all that constitutes Esquimaux 
felicity. This, however, did not afterwards 
prove to be absolutely the case ; for though 
Igloolik (as perhaps the name may imply) 
is certainly one of their principal and fa- 
vourite rendezvous, yet we subsequently 
found the island entirely deserted by them 
at the same season. 

VOL. IV. F 
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In every direction around the huts were 
lying innumerable bones of walruses and 
seals, together with skulls of dogs, bears, 
and foxes, on many of which a part of the 
putrid flesh still remaining sent forth the 
most offensive effluvia. We were not a 
little surprised to find also a number of hu- 
man skulls lying about among the rest, 
within a few yards of the huts ; and were 
somewhat inclined to be out of humour on 
this account with our new friends, who not 
only treated the matter witli the utnoost in- 
difference, but on observing that we were 
inclined to add some of them to our collec- 
tions, went eagerly about to look for theniy 
and tumbled, perhaps, the craniums of some 
of their own relations, into our bag without 
delicacy or remorse. Tn various other parts 
of the island we soon after met with similar 
relics no better .disposed of; but we had 
yet to learn how little pains these people 
take to place their dead out of the reach of 
hungry bears or anatomical collectors. 

We found here a very abundant vegeta- 
tion, which is much favoured by the nume- 
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rous Streamlets and ponds, as well as by the 
manure af&>rded by the permanent residence 
of the Esquimaux near this spot. In some 
places were many hundred yards of square 
space covered widi moss of a beautiful soft 
velvet-like appearance, and of a bright green 
colour, such as I never saw before ; and 
perhaps, indeed, moss cannot well be more 
luxuriant. As I shall have abundant op- 
portunities of speaking more in detail of the 
natural productions of this island, with t>i4iich 
we unfortunately became much better ac- 
quainted than we wished, I shdl only add, 
in this place, that the mineralogical charac^ 
tet was essentially different firom that last 
examined to the southward, consisting al- 
most entirely of innumerable fragments of 
tlhiKi schistose limestone, on matiy of which 
are fossil impressions, and in others the cel- 
hikr structure usually exhibited by madre^- 
porite. For the reasons just stated I shall 
also defer speaking of the geographical 
position of Igloolik, and of the observations 
now made here on the tides ; a cursory and 
imeonBected notice or two on this subject 
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being of little or no importance, where more 
ample information can be obtained. 

The account we gave of our visit to the 
shore naturally exciting the curiosity and 
interest of those who had not yet landed, and 
the ice remaining unchanged on the S4th, 
a couple of boats were despatched from 
each ship, with a large party of the officers 
and men, while the ships stood off and on. 
On the return of the boats in the evening, 
I found from Lieutenant Reid that a new 
family of the natives had arrived to-day 
from the main land, bringing with them a 
quantity of fine salmon and venison, of 
which some very acceptable samples were 
procured for both ships. Being desirous of 
following up so agreeable a kind of barter, 
I went on shore the next morning for that 
purpose, but could only procure a very 
small quantity of fish from the tent of the 
new-comer, a middle-aged, noisy, but re- 
markably intelligent and energetic man, 
named TboUrndk, After some conversa- 
tion, we found from this man that in order 
to obtain a fresh supply of fish, three days 
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would be required ; this prevented my put- 
ting in execution a plan of going out to the 
place where the fish were caught, which we 
at first understood to be near at hand. We 
therefore employed all our eloquence in en- 
deavouring to procure a supply of this kind 
by means of the Esquimaux themselves, in 
which we at length so far succeeded that 
Toolemak promised, for certain valuable 
considerations of wood and iron, to set out 
on this errand the following day. 

The weather being remarkably fine and 
pleasant, we amused ourselves for an hour 
or two in paddling about in canoes in a small 
lake, and soon found that the art is not so 
difficult to acquire as their unsteadiness at 
first inclines one to suppose. A great deal 
undoubtedly depends on the habit of keeping 
the body in a central and erect position, and 
care should also be taken to avoid touching 
the rim of the hole, because this, from its 
height, acts as a lever in oversetting the 
canoe. They are by no means, however, so 
" crank" as they appear, easily coming down 
to their *' bearings," but then requiring con- 
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siderahle force to. press them farther. The 
greatest difficulty we experienced in the ma^ 
nagement of them was to prevent " broach- 
ing to'* when going before the wind, the 
rower sittings so near the centre as to exert 
his power to great disadvantage in turning 
their heads in any direction. Paddling head 
to wind is by far the most easy and pleasant. 
Nothing is more likely to overset a canoe 
than what we call " catching a crab*' witl^ 
the paddle, which is therefore to be carefully 
avoided ; but I believe that any seaman 
might, after a few months* practice, render 
himself as expert as the Esquimaux in the 
management of these frail coracles, at least 
for every purpose to which they are com<^ 
monly applied. 

Shortly after I returned on board Captain 
Lyon maJde the signal " to communicate with 
nde,** for the purpose of ofiPering his services 
to accompany our fisherman on his proposed 
journey, attended by one of the Hecla's 
men ; to which, in the present unfavourable 
state of the ice, I gladly consented, as the 
most likely means of procuring informatioii 
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of interest during this our unavoidAle de^ 
tenfeion. I therefore gave Captain Lyon an 
order to this e§Seet, directing his attention to 
the acquirement of geographical and natural 
knowledge ; and to prevent iUgg possibility 
of occasioning detention to the Expedition, 
limiting the time of his absence to the 
morning of the 30th. Being equipped with 
a small tent, blankets, and four days' {nto- 
vision, Captain Lyon lefl us at ten P.M., 
when I made sail to re-examine the margin 
of the ice. 

We employed the following day in ex- 
amining Tern Island, and having seen all 
that this little spot produced, we sailed over 
to the eastern islands, which I named the 
Calthorpe Islands, out of respect to Lord 
Calthobpe. They had attracted our atten- 
tion by two of them appearing at a distance 
to be of the primitive ibrmatk>n, which had 
for some time forsaken us. Finding that a 
great deal of ice had been detached and 
drifted away since our last attempt in this 
neighbourhood, we were now enabled to 
approach the middle island of the three as 
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near ill the depth of water would admit ; 
and in the evening made the ships fast to 
the fixed ice in twelve fathoms, at the dis* 
tance of a long mile from the shore. The 
depth was regular and the bottom good in 
every part. 

On the 28th, after divine service, we 
landed on the middle island, which was 
found to be composed of gneiss rock, and 
in every respect a counterpart of Winter 
Island in its other mineral productions. To 
save Iligliuk's credit, who had described 
these islands as inhabited, we found the 
south end covered with winter huts of pre- 
cisely the same kind and materials as those 
described at Igloolik, but so overgrown 
with long rich grass as to indicate their 
having been two or three years deserted. 
Numberless skulls and bones were lying 
about them as usual, and some stone lamps 
and glass beads had also been left among the 
ruins. Leading from the huts towards the 
highest part of the island, was a curious 
path made by the natives, two feet in width, 
and formed by removing the stones in places 
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where they were naturally abundatft, and 
where the ground was bare, by placing two 
regular and parallel rows at that distance 
apart. The only conjecture we could form 
respecting the use of this artificial road was, 
that it might be intended for a deer path, 
(those animals preferring a regular or beaten 
track to any other,) by which means the 
Esquimaux might perhaps kill them from 
their ambush of stones. From the top of 
this island, which is not more than a mile 
in length, we obtained a commanding view 
and good angles of all the surrounding 
lands. Immediately to the eastward ap- 
peared a piece of low land that seemed in- 
sular, with a great extent of coast of the 
same kind at the back of it, which we could 
trace till lost in the distance. Only two 
islands of the four more immediately form- 
ing this group are of the high and rugged 
primitive formation ; the outer one, which, 
from the quantity of seaweed floating near 
it, we distinguished by the name of Tangle 
Island, being low and of the same character 
as Igloolik, with much shoal water about it. 
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Large "fiocks of long-tailed, king, and eider 
ducks were about these islands, but all too 
wild to be approached, and we procured no 
game by this visit to the shore. 

It blew fresh from the eastward during 
the night, with continued rain, all which we 
considered favourable for dissolving and dis- 
lodging the ice, though very comfortless for 
Captain Lyon on his excursion. The wea- 
ther at length clearing up in the afternooOi 
I determined on beating to the eastward, to 
see if more of the land in that direction could 
be made out than the unfavourable position 
of the ice would permit at our last visit. In 
^ mean time, I directed Lieutenant Hopp- 
ner to stand over to Igloolik in the Hecla, 
to see if Captain Lyon had returned, and if 
not, to leave an officer with a small party at 
the tents, with signals to announce his 
arrival. The Fury then made sail and stood 
to the eastward, encountering the usual 
strength of tide off the south-west point 
of Tangle Island, and soon after a great 
quantity of heavy drift-ice apparently not 
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long detaclied from some land. In endea- 
vouring to beat between this and the island, 
whkh is very shoal on that side, we gra- 
dually decreased our soundings every tack, 
till we had oxdy four fiuhoms and a half, at 
the distance of a full mile from the shore. 
To avoid the risk of grounding in this rapid 
tide-way, we were then obliged to bear 
away for a narrow '^ neck" to leeward, 
through which the ship was at length forced, 
and we soon got into clear water beyond. 

I determmed to avoid, if possible, the 
entanglement of the Fury among the ice, 
which now surrounded her on every side, 
and to stand back to Igloolik to hear what 
information Captain Lyon's journey might 
have procured for us. Before we could 
get into tolerably clear water, however, we 
luid to run several miles to the southward, 
and then hoping to sail without hither 
incumbrance, shaped a direct course for 
Igloolik. 

At the di3iance of one- third of a mile from 
Tangle Island, where we immediately gained 
the open sea beyond, we observed the Heda 



76 SECOND VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERY 

standing towards us, and rejoined her at a 
quarter before eleven, when Captain Lyon 
came on board to communicate the result of 
his late journey, of which he furnished me 
with the following account, accompanied by 
a sketch of the lands he had seen, as far as 
the extremely unfavourable state of the 
weather would permit. 

" Accompanied by George Dunn, I found 
Toolemak on landing, who welcomed us 
to his tent, in which for two hours it was 
scarcely possible to move, in consequence of 
the crowd who came to gaze at us. A new 
deer-skin was spread for me, and Diimi 
having found a corner for himself, we all 
lay down to sleep, not, however, until our 
host^ his wife, their little son, and a dog, 
had turned in beside me under cover of a 
fine warm skin, all naked except the lady, 
who with the decorum natural to her sex 
kept on a part of her clothes. It rained 
incessantly during the night, and the morn- 
ing of the 26th was in consequence very 
unfavourable for our purposed expedition. 
At ten A.M. we started and found the sledge 
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on a beach near the southern ice. Four 
men were to accompany us on this vehicle, 
and the good-natured fellows volunteered 
to carry our luggage. A second sledge 
was under the charge of three boys who 
had eight dogs, while our team consisted 
of eleven. The weather was so thick 
that at times we could not see a quarter of a 
mile before us, but yet went rapidly forward 
to the W.N.W., when, after about six hours, 
we came to a high bold land and a great 
number of islands of reddish granite, wild 
and barren in the extreme. We here found 
the ice in a very decayed state, and in many 
places the holes and fissures were difficult 
if not dangerous to pass. At the expiration 
of eight hours our impediments in this 
respect had increased to such a degree as 
to stop our farther progress. Dunn, the 
old man, and myself therefore walked over 
a small island, beyond which we saw a sheet 
of water, which precluded any farther ad- 
vance otherwise than by boats. At about 
three miles west of this were two blufis 
separated by an apparent strait of half a 
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mile in width, oil the other side of which 
lay a flat field of ice over which was land 
in the distance. The old man gave the 
name of Khemig to the two blufi&. 

" In the hope that the morning would 
prove more favourable for our seeing the 
land, the only advantage now to be derived 
from our visit since the fishing-place was 
not attainable, it was decided to pass tiie 
night on one of the rocky islands. The Es- 
quimaux having brought no provision with 
them, I distributed our four days* allow- 
ance of meat in equal proportions to the 
whole party, who afterwards lay down to 
sleep on the rocks, having merely a piece 
of skin to keep the rain from their faces. 
In this comfortless state they remained very 
quietly for eight hours. Our little hunting- 
tent just held Dunn and myself, although 
not in a very convenient manner, but it an- 
swered the purpose of keeping us dry except 
ftom a stream of water that ran imder us 
all night. 

" The morning of the 27th was rather 
fine for a short tinae^ and we saw above 



k 



OF A NORTH-WEST PASSAGE. 79 

thirty islands, which I named Coxe*s Group, 
varying in size from one hundred yards to a 
mile or more in length. Two deer were 
observed on the northern land, which was 
called Khead'Laghioo by the Esquimaux, 
and Toolemak accompanied Dunn in chase 
of them. One was killed by the latter, as 
he informed me, in consequence of the old 
man's lying behind a stone and imitating 
the peculiar bellow of these animals, until 
it was led by its curiosity to come within a 
short gun-shot. On crossing to bring over 
our game, we found the old Esquimaux had 
skinned and broken up the deer after his 
own manner, and my companions being 
without food I divided it into shares. The 
entrails and paunch I was about to leave on 
the plain, but was reminded by the anxious 
looks of the natives, that these ofi&ls are 
described by Crantz as delicacies, under 
the name of N^robkd, or, " the eatable,'' an 
appellation which also distinguishes them 
at Igloolik. I accordingly assigned these 
choice morsels to a young man of our party 
who bore them off in triumph. 
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" Arriving on the ice a skin was taken 
from the sledge as a seat, and we all 
squatted down to a repast which was quite 
new to me. In ten minutes the natives had 
picked the deer's bones so clean that even 
the hungry dogs disdained to gnaw them a 
second time. Dunn and myself made our 
breakfast on a choice slice cut from the 
spine^ and found it so good, the wind-pipe 
in particular, that at dinner-time we pre- 
ferred the same food to our share of the 
preserved meat which we had saved from 
tlie preceding night. Of the nerooka I also 
tasted a small portion, on the principle that 
no man who wishes to conciliate or inquire 
into the manners of savages should refuse 
to fare as they do. I found this substance 
acid and rather pungent, resembling as near 
as I could judge a mixture of sorrel and 
radish leaves. I conceive that the acidity 
recommends it to these people. 

" As we sat I observed the musquitoes to 
be very numerous, but they were lying in 
a half torpid state on the ice and incapable 
of molesting us. I obtained the meridian 
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altitude, which gave the lat. 69° 26' 48" N.; 
the western extreme of Igloolik bearing 
E.S.E. about fourteen miles. Soon after 
noon we set forward on our return, and, 
without seeing any object but the flat and 
decaying ice, passed from land to land with 
our former celerity, dashing through large 
pools of water much oflener than was alto- 
gether agreeable to men who had not been 
dry for above thirty hours, or warm for a still 
longer period. Our eleven dogs were large 
fine-looking animals, and an old one of pe- 
culiar sagacity was placed at their head by 
having a longer trace^ so as to lead them 
over the safest and driest places, for these 
animals have a great dread of water. The 
leader was instant in obeying the voice of 
the driver, who did not beat but repeatedly 
talked to and called it by name. It was 
beautiful to observe the sledges racing to 
the same object, the dogs and men in full 
cry, and the vehicles splashing through 
the water with the velocity of rival stage 
coaches. 

** We were joyfully welcomed to the 
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dwelling of Ooyarra, whose guest I was now 
to become^ and the place of honour, the 
deer-skm seat, was cleared for my reception. 
His two wives, Kdi-moo-khidk and Awd* 
run-nlif occupied one end, for it was a double 
tent; while at the opposite extremity the 
parents of the senior wife were established. 
The old mother Nbw^Mt^ybo assisted the 
young women in pulling off our wet clothes 
and boots^ which latter being of native ma- 
nufacture, she new-soled and mended with- 
out any request on our side, considering us 
as a part of the family. Our knapsacks and 
clothes being wet, we gladly turned, in 
presence of a dozen or more of visitors, 
into our blanket-bags, which had been 
better preserved. Dunn slept in the little 
tent to watch our goods, and I had a small 
portion of Ooyarra's screened off for me by 
a seal's skin. Tired as I was, sleep was 
denied me ; for I was obliged on the arrival 
of each new set of people to answer their 
questions as to how I possibly could have 
got into the bag, the manner in which I 
had wrapped it round me for warmth leading 
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them to suppose I was sewed up in it. My 
host and his wives having retired to another 
tent, and my visitors taking compassion on 
me, I went comfortably to sleep; but at 
midnight was awakened by a feeling of 
great warmth, and to my surprise found 
myself covered by a large deer-skin, under 
which lay my friend, his two wives, and 
their favourite puppy, all fast asleep and 
stark naked. Supposing this was all ac- 
cording to rule, I left them to repose in 
peace and resigned myself to sleep. 

** On rising, Dunn and I washed with 
soap in a pond, which caused great specula- 
tions amongst the by-standers, on some of 
whom we afterwards performed miracles in 
the cleansing way. A large assemblage 
being collected to hear me talk of Neyuning- 
Eitua, or Winter Island, and to see us eat, 
the women volunteered to cook for us ; and, 
as we preferred a fire in the open air to 
their lamps, the good-natured creatures sat 
an hour in the rain to stew some venison 
which we had saved from our shares of the 
deer. The fires in summer, when in the 
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Open air, are generally made of bones pre- 
viously well rubbed with blubber, and the 
female who attends the cooking chews a 
large piece, from which as she extracts the 
oil, she spurts it on the flame. At our 
meals I found every person much pleaised 
with biscuit, which was supposed to be the 
dried flesh of the musk ox by those who 
had never seen that animal, and it was with 
great difficulty I explained that it was made 
from the seeds of a little tree and pounded 
to its present state. 

<* After noon, as I lay half asleep, a man 
came and, taking me by the hand, desired' 
Dunn to follow. He led to a tent whidi 
from the stillness within I conjectured was 
untenanted. Several men stood near the 
door ; and on entering I found eighteen wo« 
men assembled and seated in regular order, 
with the seniors in front. In the centre 
n^ar the tent-pole stood two men, who,* 
when I was seated on a large stone, walked 
slowly round, and one began dancing in the 
usual manner to the favourite tune of 
' Amna aya.' The second person, as I 
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soon found, was the dancer's assistant, and 
when the principal had pretty well exhausted 
himself, he walked gravely up to him, and, 
taking his head between his hands, per- 
formed a ceremony, called Koo-nHk, which is 
rubbing noses, to the great amazement and 
amidst the plaudits of the whole company. 
After this, as if much refreshed, he resumed 
ills performance, occasionally however tak- 
ing a koonik to. enliven himself and the 
spectators. The rub&e^, if I may be ex- 
cused the expression, was at length brought 
forward and put in. the place of the first 
dancer, who rijished out of .the tent, to cool 
himself. In this manner five or six couples 
exhibited alternately, obtaining more or less 
applause according to the oddity of their 
grimaces. At length a witty fellQW, in con- 
sequence of some whispering and. tittering 
amongst the ladies, advanced and gave. me 
the koonik, which .challenge I was obliged 
to. answer by standing up to dance, and my 
nose was in its turn most severely rubbed» 
|o. the great delight of all present. . 

. -^* Haripg been as palient as could he wish? 
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ed for abore an lioiir, and being quite over- 
powered by the beat of the crowded tent, 
I made a hasty retreat, after having dis- 
tributed needles to all the females, and ex- 
acting kooniks from all the prettiest in re- 
turn, A general outcry was now made for 
Ihmn, a most quiet north countryman, to 
exhibit also ; but he, having seen the liber- 
ties whidi had been taken with my nose^ 
very prudently made his retreat, anticipate 
ing what would be his fate if he remained* 
** During a short interval of fine weather 
we hung out our clothes to dry, and the 
contents of our knapsacks, instruments^ 
knives, and beads, were strewed on die 
ground while we went inland to shoot a 
fewdiieks. We cautioned no one againat 
thieving, and were so much at their merejr 
that every thing might have been taken 
without a possibility of detection, yet not a 
iingle article was found to have been re* 
moved from its place at our return. At 
night I was attended by the same bed-M- 
lows as before; the yoimg puppy, faow- 
everi being now bettaritcqaainted) took up 
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his quarters in my blanket-bag^ as from 
thence he could the more easily reach a 
quantity of walrus-flesh which lay near my 
head, and I was awakened more than once 
by finding him gnawing a lump by my side. 
*^ On the morning of the £9th I was 
really glad to find that the ships were not 
yet in sight, as I should be enabled to pass 
another day amongst the hospitable natives. 
While making my rounds I met several 
others who were dlso visiting, and who each 
invited me to call at his tent in its tum« 
Wherever I entered, the master rose and 
resigned his seat next his wife or wivesi 
and stood before me or squatted on a atone 
near the door. I was then told to * speak 1 ' 
or in fiict to give a history of all I Imew of 
the distant tribe, which, from constant re* 
petition, I could now manage pretty welL 
In one tent I found a man mendii^ his 
paddle, which was ingeniously made of va* 
rious little scraps of wood, ivory, and bone» 
laiAied together. He put it into my hands 
to repair, taking it for granted that a Kab** 
loona would succeed much better than him^ 
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self. An hour afterwards the poor fellow 
came and took me by the hand to his tent, 
where I fomid a large pot of walrus flesh 
evidently cooked for me. His wife licked 
a piece and ofiered it, but on his saying 
something to her took out another, and 
having pared off the outside, gave me the 
clean part, which, had it been carrion, I 
would not have hurt these poor creatures 
by refusing. The men showed me some 
curious puzzles with knots on their fingers, 
and I did what I could in return. The 
little girls were very expert in a singular 
but dirty amusement, which consisted in 
drawing a piece of sinew up their nostrils, 
and producing the end out of their mouths. 
The elder people were, for the most part, 
in chase of the tormentors, which swarmed 
in their head and clothes ; and I saw, for 
the first time, an ingenious contrivance for 
detaching them from the back, or such parts 
of the body as the hands could not reach. 
This was the rib of a seal, having a buneh 
of the whitest of a deer's hair attached to 
one end of it, and on diis rubbing the pUcea 
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which require it the liule animals stick to 
it; from their colour they are easily de- 
tected, and of course consigned to the 
mouths of the hunters. 

f^ The weather clearing in the afternoon 
one ship was seen in the distance, which 
diffused a general joy amongst the people, 
who ran about screaming and dancing with 
ddight. While lounging along the beach 
and waiting the arrival of the ship, I pro« 
posed a game at < leap-frog,' which was 
quite new to the natives, and in learning 
which some terrible falls were made. Even 
the women witli the children at their backs 
would not be outdone by the men^ and they 
formed a grotesque party of opposition 
jumpers. Tired with a long exhibition I 
letreated to the tent, but was allowed a 
very short repose, as I was soon informed 
that the people from the farthest tents were 
come to see my performance, and on going 
out I found five men stationed at propet 
distances with their heads down for me to 
go over them, which I did. amidst loud 
cries of kat/enna (thanks). 
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** As the ship drew near in the evening I 
perceived her to be the Hecla, but not ex« 
pecting a boat so late lay down to sleep. 
I soon found my mistake, for a large party 
came drumming on the side of the tent, 
and crying out that a * Uttle ship' was c(»ii» 
ing, and in fact I found the boat nearly on 
shore. Ooyarra's senior wife now anxious- 
ly begged to tattoo a little figure on mj 
arm, which she had no sooner done thaa 
the youngest insisted on making the same 
mark; and while all around were running 
about and s(»reaming in the greatest con&>> 
sion, these two poor creatures sat quietly 
down to embellish me. When the boat 
landed, a general rush was made for the 
privilege of carrying our things down to it. 
Awarunni, who owned the little dog whidk 
slept with me, ran and threw him as a pce*> 
sent into the boat; when, after a general 
koonik, we pushed off, fully sensible of ibit 
kind hospitality we had received. Toole* 
mak and Ooyarra came on board in my 
boat, in order to pass the night and receive 
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presents, and we left the beach under three 
hearty cheers. 

" Having given so long an account of my 
adventures, it is high time to turn to ob- 
jects of more importance to the Expedition. 
I had found the ice over which we passed flat 
and unbroken, but much decayed into holes. 
The general thickness was still from one to 
three feet, and amongst the islands much 
greater, owing to the packing incidental to 
die rise and fall of the tides. Astronomical 
or other observations for fixing the position 
of the land could not be obtained in conse- 
quence of the state of the weather, which, 
ifith the kind of fatality that had attended 
aU ny excursions, had been more than 
usually severe and foggy. I had seen 
enough to awaken curiosity, but nothing to 
satisfy it ; therefore it would be requisite 
Ibr odier visits to be made to a spot to which 
the Esquimaux attached some importance.** 



m 



92 SECOND YOTAOE FOR THE DISCOVERT 



CHAPTER XI. 

Jismarkable instance of local attraction on the 
magnetic needles — Occasional separation of a 
portion of the fixed ice — A whale killed — Other 
charts drawn hy the Esquimaux — Account of a 
journey to the narrows of the strait — Discovery 
of the sea to the westzoard — Total Disruption of 
the ice at the eastern entrance of the strait — A 
second instance of local attraction on the com^ 
passes — Sail through the narrows, and again 
stopped by fixed ice — Account of several kmd 
Journeys and boat excursions — Observations am 
the tideS'^Continued obstacles fi^om fixed ice. . 

Atig. 1. — The information obtained by 
Captain Lyon on his late journey with the 
Esquimaux, served very strongly to confifm 
all that had before been understood from 
those people, respecting the existence of the 
desired passage to the westward in thia 
neighbourhood, though the impossibility of 
Captain Lyon's proceeding farther in that di* 
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rection, combined with our imperfect Isx 
ledge of the language, still left us in sa 
doubt as to the exact position of the str^ 
in question. It was certain, however, that 
it lay somewhere in the direction to which 
we had already been so long and so anxi* 
ously looking, and that its eastern entrance 
was ' still occupied by many miles of fixed 
and therefore impenetrable ice ; but the 
very impediment that had arrested Captain 
Lyon's progress, as well as our own daily 
observations on the state of the ice near its 
outer margin, appeared to offer a consider- 
able hope that this obstacle must, in the 
common course of nature, very soon disap- 
pear, even by the gradual process of dissolu- 
tion, if it were not more speedily removed 
by one grand and total disruption. While/ 
therefore, Captain Lyon was acquainting 
me with his late proceedings, we shaped a 
course for Igloolik, in order to continue 
our look-out upon the ice, and made the 
tents very accurately by the compass, after 
a run of five leagues, when the Heela 
hauled in-shore to pick up one of her men 
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that had been left there to procure game, 
and the Fury stood towards the margin of 
the ice. 

The wind backing by the N.E. to N.N.W. 
during the night, we had on the dd a clear 
and pleasant day, which, as the ice remained 
in the same state as before, induced us to 
pay another visit to T;ern Island. We here 
found the scurvy-grass so much improved 
in luxuriance that a number of men from 
each ship were employed all day in picking it 
'^' for the purpose of boiling with our peansoup. 
Every body seemed to agree that the taste 
of this plant somewhat resembled turnip- 
tops, but it possesses it in a very small de» 
gree, and whatever may be its anti-scorbutie 
qualities, has little or nothing to recommend 
it to the palate. The leaves were in gene* 
ral numerous, but not exceeding two-eighthe 
of an inch in diameter, and in many tute 
there was nothing but the flower and stalks; 
but these, as well as the root, were all com* 
mitted to our coppers, being the only ge- 
neral supply of the kind obtained during thia 
voyage. The tern had now almost entirely 
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deserted the island^ and we saw no other 
birds except a flock or two of phalaropes 
and a few silvery gulls. 

The present state of the ice, which was 
thin and " rotten," served no less to excite 
cur surprise than to keep alive our hopes 
and expectations. The spaces occupied 
respectively by ice and holes were about 
equal; ami so extensive and dangerous 
were the latter, that the men could with 
extreme difficulty walk twenty or thirty 
yards from the ship to place the anchor8» 
and that at no small risk of &lling through. 
The shape of the ponds and holes being ser- 
pentine and various, and their blue colour 
forming a striking contrast with the white- 
ness of the snow that lay on the ice, gave 
the floe, when viewed from the mast-head, 
an appearance not unlike that of the fancy- 
patterns one sometimes sees on cloths or 
paper-hangings. We were astonished there-» 
fore to find with what tenacity a field of ice, 
whose parts appeared thus loosely joined, 
litill continued to hang together, notwith- 
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Standing the action of the swell that almost 
constantly set upon its margin. 

We had for several days past occasion- 
ally seen black whales about the ships, and 
our boats were kept in constant readiness 
to strike one, for the sake of the oil, in 
which endeavour they at length succeeded 
this morning. The usual signal being ex- 
hibited, all the boats were sent to their 
assistance, and in less than an hour and a 
half had kiUed and secured the fish, which 
^ proved a moderate^sized one of above " nine 
feet bone,'' exactly suiting our purpose. 
The operation of *' flinching'' this animal, 
which was thirty-nine feet and a half in 
length, occupied most of the afternoon, eacb 
ship taking half the blubber and hauling it 
on the ice, '* to make off," or put into casks. 
We also made fires on the ice, in order to 
boil a portion of the blubber into oil, for the 
* convenience of stowage ; but this method ' 
being found a wasteful one until it is left 
several days to drain, w^ boiled only a hun- 
dred and twenty gallons each, and then put 
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the rest into tanks and casks, being a sup- 
ply sufficient for at least two years. 

The latitude of our present station wai 
69*** 32' 10" ; the longitude, by chronome- 
ters, 81® 23' 06" ; the dip of the magnetic 
needle 88** 06' 26" ; and the variation 86° 
05' 43" westerly ; the latter phenomenon 
having considerably increased since our last 
observations. In the course of the night 
Mr. Ross was again fortunate in procuring 
one or two specimens of the Laurus Sabini, 
out of a flock of forty that flew past the ship 
from the westward. Mr. Ross remarked 
that they had no other birds in company 
and flew high as if niigrating, but afterwards 
alighted in the open water at some distance 
from the edge of the ice. The operation of 
" flinching" a whale, which in Davis's Strait 
and the Greenland Seas collects a large 
assemblage of birds about the ship, had 
not the same eflect here, five or six of the 
Lotus Argentatus being all that were thus 
attracted. Fulmar petrqls, the usual visi- 
tants on such occasions, are never seen here, 
which seemed to us the more remarkable 

VOL. iv» H 
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as they had generally been our companions 
in most other parts of the polar regions that 
we had visited. We had to-day, for the 
first time this summer, seen a number of 
white whales (delphinus albicans) near the 
ice ; but found them, as usual^ so extremely 
wary as to elude every endeavour to strike 
them, though the boats frequently made the 
attempt, this being the only large sea ani- 
mal inhabiting these regions which we had 
never yet taken. 

On the forenoon of the 6th a halo was 
observed round the sun, and on the eastern 
side of it a slightly-coloured parhelion, dis- 
tant from the sun 27.17°. Some water, 
brought up on the 7th, from sixty fathoms 
or near the bottom, was at the temperature 
of 31.6°, that of the surface being 31.3®, 
and of the air 35°. As soon as we had 
completed the stowage of the blubber, and 
washed the ships and people's clothes, we 
cast off, taking in tow the carcass of the 
whale (technically called the " crang") for 
our friends at Igloolik, and with the inten- 
tion also of looking for the buoy that had 
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been laid down in that neighbourhood. In 
the latter attempt we again failed, the buoy 
having probably been swept away by the 
drift-ice ; nor could we afterwards hit upon 
the exact spot where the attraction on the 
needles had been observed. The wind 
dying away when the ships were off the 
north-east end of the island, the boats were 
despatched to tow the whale on shore, while 
Captain Lyon and myself went a-head to 
meet some of the canoes that were paddling 
towards us. We soon joined eleven of them/ 
and on our informing the Esquimaux of the 
prize the boats were bringing them, they 
paddled off with great delight. When they 
arrived at the spot, and had civilly asked 
permission to eat some of it, they dropped 
their canoes astern to the whale's tail, from 
which they cut off enormous lumps of flesh 
^d ravenously devoured it; after which 
they followed our boats in-shore, where the 
carcass was made fast to a mass of grounded 
ice for their future disposal. In the mean 
time Captain Lyon and myself had rowed 
up to the station formerly occupied by the 

H 2 
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tents, which however we now found wholly 
deserted hy the natives, who had left only a 
sledge or two, and a quantity of blubher 
here and there under the stones before used 
for the tents. 

A fresh breeze having sprung up from 
the southward, we stood off and on for the 
night, and on the 8th again made the ice, 
in which no change was perceptible. We 
hoped however that some service would be 
dime us by the swell, though its effects 
would only be rendered apparent when the 
wind veered to the westward. This taking 
place on the following day, we had the fu^ 
tisfaction of seeing another large <* patch," 
from one to two miles in width, separated 
firom the fixed ice, and soon drifted out of 
sight to the south-east. As we made se- 
veral tacks off the island next to the north- 
ward of. IglooHk, called by the £squima;ii3C^ 
^^erlo'NacktOf two canoes came off to us, 
Qi one of which was Toolemak. He and 
his companions came on board the Fury^ 
when I employed him for a couple of hoim 
ill drawing a dbart of the strait. Tookmidc* 
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though a sensible and intelligent man, we 
soon found to be no draftsman, so that his 
performance in this way, if taken alone, was 
not a very intelligible delineation of the 
coast. By dint however of a great deal of 
talking on his part, and some exercise of pa- 
tience on ours, we at length obtained a o6- 
pious verbal illustration of his sketch, which 
confirmed aU our former accounts respect* 
ing the existence of a passage to the west- 
ward in this immediate neighbourhood, and 
the large extent of the land called Keiyuk^* 
tarruoke on the northern side of the strait. 
The word Khemig he applied either to tht 
strait or to some place about its shores, aS 
he had before done to Captain Lyon; hat 
the weathor was at this time unfortunately 
too thick to allow of his pointing out iht 
exact direction in which this interesting spot 
lay. This piece of injR>rmation was, just at 
^the moment, desirable only as a matter df 
extreme curiosity and almost painful in- 
terest, as it was certain that the passage waJEi 
sit present inaccessible to ships on account of 
ib6 ice* Toolemak dbso agreed with our 
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Other Esquimaux informants in stating, 
that from the coast of Akkoolee no land is 
visible to the westward ; nor was any ever 
heard of in that direction by the Esquimaux. 
This fact they uniformly assert with a whine 
of sorrow, meaning thereby to intimate that 
their knowledge and resources are there 
both at an end. Toolemak represented the 
coast of Keiyuk-Tarruoke as abounding 
4vith whales and narwhals, and repeatedly 
mentioned that icebergs were seen on its 
northern side, as before described by Oko- 
took. The only actual addition to our for- 
mer information was respecting some Esqui- 
maux inhabiting an island of considerable 
size, at a great distance to the eastward or 
north-east. These people they faW by the 
name of Sedd-ler-mit'^Oy a general term by 
which they distinguish all Esquimaux not 
belonging to their own tribe, and of whpm, 
with their accustomed self-conceit, they in- 
variably speak with undisguised contempt, 
It is remarkable that even the nativeS;of 
Southampton Island, notwithstanding their 
proximity to the continental coast,, come 
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under this denomination; there being no 
intercourse whatever, as far as we could 
learn, between the two tribes. 

The ships being close to the edge of the 
floe in the evening, I directed them to be 
made fast ; but the boat that went to make 
holes for the ice-anchors returning with the 
information that the ice was in too " rotten" 
a state to hold them, we ran the ships into 
the floe under all sail, where they easily 
made a dock for themselves, and remained 
quietly for the night, which proved ex- 
^tremely fine and clear. A number of 
shrimps, echini, and other marine insects 
were brought up in a net from the bottom. 

The disruption of the ice continued. to 

proceed slowly, till early on the morning of 

the 1 4th ; the breeze having freshened from 

the north-west, another floe . broke away 

.from the fixed ice, allowing us to gain about 

half a mile more to the westward ; such was 

.. the vexatious slowness with which we were 

permitted to advance .towards the,object:of 

our most anxious wishes ! As, however, this 

^dwruption' brought, us so muph nearer ttae« 
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islands towards which I was about to trayd, 
we cast off and beat up into the bight left 
by the floe. 

My party consisted of Mr. Richards, and 
two men from each ship, and we were fur- 
nished with ten days' provisions. Mr. Cro- 
zier, with three additional men, was ap- 
pointed to assist in carr3ring our baggage to 
the first islands, and then to return on board. 
Having given Captain Lyon the necessary 
instructions for proceeding during my ab- 
sence, and appointed the narrow part of the 
strait as a rendezvous in case of any sud- 
den disruption of the ice allowing him to 
follow us, I left the ships at half-past one 
P.M., but had scarcely proceeded two hun- 
dred yards, when we found that a plank 
would form an indispensable part of our 
equipment, for the purpose of crossing the 
numerous pools and holes in the ice. Two 
planks of fir nailed together being speedily 
furnished from the ships, at two P.M. we 
finally took our departure. 

Having soon gained the more solid floe 
before observed from the island, we found 



OF A NORTH-WEST PASSAGE. 105 

its edge distinctly defined by a strait line of 
" hummocky'' ice, where it was joined to 
the thinner floe occupying the stream of 
the strait ; giving us the impression of its 
having been much longer formed than the 
other in consequence of being out of the 
tide-way, and affording by its comparative 
solidity very superior travelling. Being 
thus favoured, we made quick progress to 
the westward for seven or eight miles, when 
the holes and cracks began to increase in 
frequency and depth, and we were three 
hours in accomplishing the last mile and a 
half; the warmth reflected from the land, 
and the action of the tides in raising and 
depressing the ice, having here cracked, 
and partially detached it in many places. 
We landed at a quarter past nine P.M. afler 
seven hours* walking, the direct distance 
from the ships not exceeding ten or eleven 
miles, and found it low water by the shore 
about ten o'clock. 

The difficulty experienced in landing 
made me apprehensive lest Mr. Crozier and 
fais party should not be able to get from the 
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island without the assistance of our bridge. 
I despatched him, however^ at four A.M. on 
the 15th, and had the satisfaction to find 
that, being now unencumbered with loads, 
he and his men were able, by a circuitous 
route observed from the hills, to leap from 
one mass of ice to another and thus to gain 
the more solid floe. Having seen him thus 
far safely on his way, we crossed the idcmd 
one-third of a mile to the westward, carry- 
ing the plank with slings from our shoul- 
ders, to prevent injuring it on the rocks. 
After passing over broken and detached 
ice for a mile and a quarter to the next 
"island, which is a small one, we found it 
«eparated by a narrow channel of a hundred 
yards in width from a third and larger. 
After dining and resting an hour or two 
about noon, near the middle of this island, 
we arrived on its western shore at six in the 
evening, when the weather becoming misty, 
we pitched the tent for the night. Between 
this and the next island was a large space 
entirely clear of ice, and here we observed 
a bUtck whale sporting about : we also met 
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with two large deer and a fawn, but could 
not get near them. A long- tailed duck 
with three very young ones, and a pair or 
two of red- throated divers, were swimming 
about in the ponds. The former served us 
as a supper, the andromeda ietragona and 
ground-willow furnishing fuel for cooking 
them. A pair of ravens, one or two silvery 
gulls, and a few snow-buntings were all we 
saw besides. 

• Heavy snow continued to fall during the 
night, rendering the atmosphere too thick 
to allow, us to see our way till half- past nine 
AiM. on the 16th,' when we struck the tent, 
and set out upon the ice, which we now 
.found better for travelling than before, con- 
sisting of a level floe, intersected only by 
numberless pools not more than knee-deep, 
and with their bottom generally strong 
enough to allow us to wade through them. 
Proceeding along the southern side of the 
land on which the remarkable hill before- 
mentioned is situated, and which I now 
named Mount Sabine, out of respect ; to 
Ids, Joseph Sabine, we halted at noon a 
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mile and a half due south of it, and ob- 
served the lat. 69° 57' 40"; and then con- 
tinuing our journey landed at two P. M. to 
dine and rest. Serjeant Wise here shot a 
hare of a remarkably dark colour on the 
upper part of the body, and particularly 
about the ears, but quite white underneath. 
Two or three ring-plovers were also seen. 
We moved again at half-past four ; and 
a: a mile and a half in a W. b. N. J N. di- 
rection, arrived at the extreme point of the 
island, and crossed the ice about a hundred 
yards to the next. Traversing this also, we 
then walked a mile and a half, with the 
assistance of the plank, which it frequently 
reviuirod extreme caution not to break, 
over loose and even drit\ing ice to the next, 
on which we halted for the night at d^ 
P. M.. atter a day*s journey of no great 
Jengtli. but attended with much wet and 
fatiiTue. The snow, which fell at interrak 
during the day, was succeeded in the 
ii2g by rain and tog, which 
thick till six A.M. cm the 
resumed our joiiiaqr.;i 
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and after deeper wading than usual in 
reaching the ice, at length set forward upon 
it, and at nine o'clock landed on a small 
island in a S.W. b.W. direction. The sun 
now making its appearance, and the whole 
of our clothes and baggage being wet, I 
determined to remain here a few hours to 
dry them, which we were soon enabled to 
do, the wind shifting to the N. W.^ and 
quickly dissipating the fog and clouds. 
The warmth of the sun seemed not more 
agreeable and invigorating to us than to 
tibe other inhabitants of the island. These 
consisted only of numerous large mosqui- 
toes, which, though in a torpid state before, 
now commenced their attacks, and conti- 
nued to annoy us during the rest of our 
fltay. Their sting, however, certainly pro- 
duced, in this climate, much less inflamma- 
tion than is usual in a warmer one, though 
I do not know how much of this difference 
is to be attributed to the man, and how 
much to the mosquito. 

The islands over which we had lately 
paaaedy and which, at the request of If r« 
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Ricbardsi I named the Bouverie Islands, 
rise from two to six hundred feet above the 
sea, with deep water quite close to their 
shores. They consist principally of dark 
coloured gneiss-rock, the strata of which^ 
in all the instances where I had an oppor- 
tunity of examining them, dipped to the- 
northward or north-west. There are also 
on some of the islands considerable tracts 
where the rocks exhibited a schistose struo* 
ture, the loose slaty fragments, ^ich I 
took to be mica-slate, varying from near 
a perpendicular to an almost horizontal 
direction, and indifferently as to the direc- 
tion of their dip. On one island only, 
being that on which the three deer were 
seen, the outer ends of these slaty frag- 
ments were covered with a thin superficial 
coating of a verdigris-green substance, ex- 
tending a foot or two along the surface in 
different places, and giving the rock the 
singular appearance of having been painted 
that colour. None of the fragments were 
thus tinged in any part but their outer 
ends, nor could I find any other substance 
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in the same neighbourhood exhibiting a si- 
milar appearance. 

After obtaining the meridian altitude^ 
which gave the lat. 69° 37' 55'\ we left the 
island, and directed our course across the 
ice to the N.W., towards a low part of the 
land. On reaching this spot, which proved 
to be an isthmus scarcely fifty yards in 
breadth, and ascending the first eminence, 
we had every reason to be satisfied with 
our route, being now enabled to perceive 
that we had in all probability reached the 
main land ; the ice lately crossed being 
that of a spacious bay to the south, which I 
named after my fellow-traveller Mr. Ri- 
chards, and the sea to the northward, be- 
tween us and the high land of Keiyuk- 
tarruoke bearing evident marks of our ap- 
proach to the supposed strait. The ice 
was here entirely broken up and in motion 
to the eastward, and in many places about 
the northern shore there was abundance of 
open water. Being satisfied that we could 
now perform the remainder of our journey 
by luidi I determined to leave the plank 
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and a portion of our provisions at this spot, 
and to make a forced inarch for the strait 
as lightly equipped as possible. We here, 
for the first time, found the rocks to be 
composed of red granite, a circumstance we 
hailed with satisfaction at the time, as Cap- 
tain Lyon had met with a similar formation 
at the extent of his journey to the west- 
ward. It was high water by the shore at 
about seven in the evening. 

At two o'clock on the morning of Uie 
18th, the weather being extremely fine and 
clear, we rose with the sun ; and after de*; 
positing our spare stores within a heap of 
stones, lefl the isthmus, and directed our 
course over the hills to the westwards 
which consist partly of greyish gneiss and 
partly of red granite, some of them rising 
at least a thousand or twelve hundred feet 
above the level of the sea. These being in 
some places extremely steep, with number- 
less loose fragments lying about, which 
only required the foot to be set upon tbem 
to give them motion down the precipice 
we were for some time obliged to proceed 




*. 
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with much caution. At half-past five, 
however, we had arrived at a peninsula 
which promised to prove of high interest, 
for it appeared to lead to the very spot 
where, from the set of the tide and the 
trending of the coast, the strait was most 
likely to be found ; and it presented at the 
same time a geological character differing 
from any we had before met with. The 
appearance of the southern or inner part 
of. this peninsula is singular, being that of 
three or more nearly horizontal and equi- 
distant 'ranges or strata, resembling at a 
distance so many tiers or galleries of a high 
and commanding fortification, which seemed 
to defy approach. On reaching this place, 
where two long and deep ponds of fresh 
water serve to contract still more the nar- 
row isthmus by which it is divided from 
the other land, we found the rocks com- 
posed of a brownish-red sandstone in nu- 
merous alternate strata of darker and 
lighter shades, though three or four only 
of these were conspicuous at a distance. 
We now turned nearly due north, and, 

VOL. IV. I 
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aiier passing over a mile and a half of rocky 
country, we arrived at about seven A.M. at 
the ultimate object of our journey, the ex<«- 
treme northern point of the peninsula, over- 
looking the narrowest part of tiie desired 
strait, which lay immediately bdlow tu in 
about an east and west direction, being two * 
miles in width, apparently very deep^ jowl 
with Or tide or current, of at least two knoii^ 
setting the loose ice through to the eastwixdb - 
Beyond us, to the west, the shores agaiD'Mik' 
parated to the distance of several lei^iiMii( 
and for more than three points of ^ ^4f^ 
pass, in that direction, no land could -Ik 
seen to the utmost Umits of a clear horixoti, 
except one island six or seven miles distant. 
Over this we could not entertain a doubt- of 
having discovered the Polar Sea ; and loaded 
as it was with ice, we already felt as if 4fe 
were on the point of forcing our way through 
it along the northern shores of America. 

Afler despatching one of our party to the 
foot of the point for some of the sea water, 
which was found extremely salt to the tasted 
we hailed the interesting event of the mom- 





OF A N0BTH-WX8T PASSAGE, 115 

ing by three hearty cheers and by a smaU 
extra allowance of grog to our people, to 
drink a safe and speedy passage through 
the channel just discovered, which I yen* 
tared tojome by anticipation, The SntAif 
, OF THi FuKr AND Hecla. Having built a 
4jSim qf ittones i^on the promontory, which, 
froni its ytnatidn with respect to the Con* 

4 tinenf ci iteierica, I called Cafe North* 
BAKTy; Wip walked back to our tent and 

^t^lHiggagei 'these having, for the sake of 
y! 'gM ilb a - <atyedition^ been left two miles be- 

'> Qjljl^ } jtp^9 ^^^' resting a few hours, set 
ojpt at three P.M. on our return. To save 
ourselves the fatigue of re-ascendii^ the 
craggy and precipitous mountain land pass- 
ed over in the morning, we struck through 
some ravines and valleys more to the south* 
ward, which, however, led us so far out of 
our way, without much improving the road, 
that we did not reach our dep6t till a quar* 
ter past seven in the evening, after a cir* 
cuitous journey of fourteen or fifteen miles. 
This walk, however, subsequ^tly proved 

X2 
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of service In pointing ont the route by 
which another ohject might be attained. 

We reached the ships on our return at 
10 o'clock P.M. on Tuesday the 20th. 
On almost all the shores both of the main 
land and islands that ivc visited, some 
traces of the Esquimaux were found ; hut ' 
they were less numerous than in any other 
places on which we had hitherto landed. 
This circumstance rather seemed to ioti- 
mate, as we afterwards found to be the 
case, that the shores of the strait and ita 
immediate neighbourhood are not a fre- 
quent resort of the natives during the sum- 
mer months. 

My return was very opportune, for at 
the very time of our crossing the lane of 
water as mentioned above, the ice was in 
the act of opening out, and continued to do 
■o for the rest of the night ; so that on the 
morning of the 81st the ships were nearly 
in clear water, while the weather became 
BD thick in an hour after our arrival, that 
we could scarcely see a quarter trf a mile 
for two days afterwards. 
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We got under weigh on the 21st, were 
otf Cape North-East on the 26th, and I 
gave the name of Cafe Ossokt to the east- 
ern point oi the northern land of the Nar- 
rows; but on that day, after clearing two 
'V dai^erous shoals iind again deepening our 
i \ soundings, ne liail Uegun to indulge the 
^ most flattering hopt's of now making such 
P a rapid progress as would in some degree 
» compensate for all our dela}rs and disap- 
^ . pointments, h hen, at once to crush every 
^ expectation of tliis sort, it was suddenly 
P stmounced from the crow's-nest that an- 
' other Barrier o£ fi^ed ice stretched com- 
pletely across the strait, a little beyond US, 
in one continuous and impenetrable field, 
still occupying its winter-station. In less 
than an hour we had reached its 'margin, 
when, finding this report hut too correct 
end that therefore all further progress was 
at present as impracticable as if no strait 
existed, we ran the ships under all sail for 
the floe, which proved ho " rotten" and de- 
cayed that the ships forced themselves three 
or four hundred yards through it before they 
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stopped. Keeping all our canvaifl spread, 
we then tried to break the thia edges about 
^e numerous holes by dropping weights 
over the bows, as well as by various other 
equally ineffectual exptdtents ; but the ice 
was " tough" enough to resist every effort 
of this kind, thoi^h its watery state was 
tuch as to increase if possible oar annoy- 
ntce at being stopped by it. The passage 
to the northward of the island was not even 
so dear as this by above two miles of ise, 
ao that in every respect our {present ronte 
was to he preferred to the other; and thus 
«fiei a vexatious delay of six weeks at the 
•asteni entrance of the strait, and at a time 
when we bad every reason to hope thU 
nature though hitherto tiffdy in her annu&l 
disruptioQ of the ice, bad at length made on 
efibrt to complete it, did we find our pro- 
gress once more opposed by a barrier of 
Ae same continuous, impenetrable, and 
hopeless nature as at first! 

In the evening of the SSth, Bnding the 
weather not likely to improve, and that the 
•itUBtioa of the diips, if kept under way 
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during the nig}it in this narrow and un- 
known chaimely must be a very dangerous 
one» we bore up to make the island, in the 
hope of finding shelter under one of its nu- 
merous Igpr points. In this last resource 
weirere not disappointed; for in an hour's 
nm w» made the island, which was now so 
^vexed with snow as to be easily mistaken 
for • floe <d ice without great attention to 
die leads; and widi a degree of good for*- 
tone, wlttch has never y^t deserted us in 
Midi cases, we succeeded in picking out 
«p «noeiknt anchorage in eleven fathoms, 
I9fceie%e passed a thick, snowy, and dark 
sight, without any disturbaovoe from wind 
or ice. 

As soon as the anchors were dropped^ 
my attention was once more turned to the 
main object of the Expedition, from whidb 
it had ^r a moment been diverted by the 
necessity of exerting every effort for the im- 
mediate safety of the ships. This being 
BOW provided for, I had leisure to consider 
in what manner, hampered as the ships were 
by the present state of the ice, our means 
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and exertions might during this unavoidable 
detention be employed to the greatest ad- 
vantage, or at least with the best prospect 
of ultimate utility. 

Whatever doubts might at a distance 
have been entertained respecting the iden- 
tity, or the contrary, of the place visited 
by Captain Lyon with that subsequently 
discovered by myself, there could be none 
on a nearer view ; as, independently of the 
observed latitude, Captain Lyon could not^ 
on approaching the narrows, recognise a 
single feature of the land; our preaeixit 
chimnel being evidently a much wider and 
more extensive one than that pointed out 
by Toolemak on the journey. It became, 
therefore, a matter of interest, now that this 
point was settled, and our progress again 
stopped by an insuperable obstacle, to as- 
certain the extent and communication of the 
southern inlet ; and, should it prove a se- 
cond strait, to watch the breaking up of 
the ice about its eastern entrance, that no 
favourable opportunity might be missed of 
pushing through it to the westward. Hi-» 
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thef to, as I have before remarked, the ques- 
tion respecting the existence of a second 
passage, had been wholly unimportant as 
concerned the movements of the Expedi- 
tion, because we could see, at the time of 
our entering the present strait, that the only 
possible track to the other was blocked by 
solid and continuous ice* The mortifying 
prospect however of a second detention in 
this strait, added to the consideration of th^ 
sudden changes that often take place in the 
state of the ice, rendered it again necessary 
to "revert to the southern inlet, to which, 
but a few days before, we had ceased to at- 
tach any importance. I therefore deter- 
mined to despatch three separate parties, 
to satisfy all doubts in that quarter, as well 
as to gain every possible information as to 
the length of the strait, and the extent of 
the fixed ice, now more immediately before 
us. 

With this view, I requested Captain Lyon 
to take with him Mr. Griffiths and four 
men, and proceed over land in a S. b. E. 
direction till he should determine by the 
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difference of latitude, which amounted only 
to sixteen miles, whether there was or was 
not a strait leading to the westward, about 
the parallel of 69° 26^^ being nearly that in 
which the place called by the Esquimaux 
Khendg had been found by observadon to 
lie. This appeared a simple and effectual 
method of deciding a question, on which the 
operations of the expedition might ulti«- 
mately depend. In the mean time, Lieuie*- 
nant Palmer was directed to proceed io a 
boat to Igloolik, or Neerlo-nakto, as nugkt 
be necessary, to ascertain whether the pai* 
sage leading towards Khemig was yet dear 
of ice ; and, should he find any one of t2ie 
Esquimaux willing to accompany him to 
the ships with his canoe, to bring him oo 
board as a pilot. The third party coni^tad 
of Mr. Bushnan, with three men, under the 
command of Lieutenant Reid, who was m* 
structed to proceed along the continental 
coast to the westward, to gain as much in- 
formation as possible respecting the termi- 
nation of our present strait, the time of 
his return to the ships being limited to four 
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days, at the expiration of which the other 
two parties might also be expected to reach 
us. 

By this arrangement, in which the con- 
Bexion of each expedition with the others, 
and that of the whole with our main object, 
will easily be perceived, I hoped to gain 
such information as would either confirm 
my determination to continue our efforts in 
the present station of the ships, or point 
out, beyond any doubt, the expediency of 
transferring them to some other quarter. 
Haying gone on board the Hecla to com* 
mnnicaie my views and intentions to Cap- 
tain Lyon, I directed every thing to be in 
readiness for despatching the parties at 
noon on the following day. 

On the morning of the 29th, the wind 
being light from the eastward, but the 
weather much more clear than before, we 
weired and stood over to the main-land, 
with the intention of putting our travellers 
on shore, but found that coast now so lined 
with the ice which had lately broken adrift, 
tlutt it was not possible for a boat to ap- 
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proach it. We could not help at this time 
congratulating ourselves on the fortunate 
escape we had experienced, in not having 
already cut any distance into the floe be- 
fore it separated ; for in such a case it 
would hardly have been possible to escape 
driving on shore with it. Standing off to 
the westward, to see what service the late 
disruption had done us, we found that a 
considerable floe had separated exactly in 
a line between the island off which we lay 
and a second to the westward of it, subse- 
quently named, at Lieutenant Hoppner's 
request, in honour of Lord Amherst. 
Tacking at the newly-formed margin of the 
fixed ice, we observed, not only that it was 
still firmly attached to the shores, but that it 
Was now almost entirely ** hummocky," and 
heavier than any we had seen since making 
Igloolik; some of the hummocks, ajs we 
afterwards found, measuring from eight to 
ten feet above the surface of the sea. 

The different character now assumed by 
the ice, while it certainly damped our hopes 
of the passage being cleared this season by 
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the gradual effect of dissolution, confirmed 
however, in a very satisfactory manner, the 
belief of our being in a broad channel com- 
municating with a western sea. As the 
conclusions we immediately drew from thia 
circumstance may not be so obvious to 
others, I shall here briefly explain that, 
from the manner in which the hummocky 
floes are formed, it is next to impossible 
that any of these of considerable extent can 
ever be produced in a mere inlet having a 
narrow communication with the sea. There 
is in fact no ice to which the denomination 
of " sea-ice" may be more strictly and ex- 
clusively applied than this ; and we there- 
fore felt confident that the immense floes 
which now opposed our progress, must 
have come from the sea on one side or 
the other ; while the current, which we had 
observed to run in an easterly direction in 
the narrows of this strait, precluded the 
possibility of such ice having found its way 
in from that quarter. The only remaining 
conclusion was, that it must have been set 
into the strait from the westward towardg 
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the close of a summer, and cemented in iti 
present situation by the frost of the sue* 
ceeding winter. 

Standing back towards the eastera 
island, which I named after my friend and 
late companion in these regions, Captain 
Matthew Liddon of the Royal Navy, and 
finding the shore quite clear of ice, we 
dropped our anchors under its lee in twelve 
£iithoms, on a muddy bottom, at the dis- 
tance of half a mile from the beach. We 
had scarcely secured the ships, however, 
when some large masses of heavy drift-ice 
began to set toward us, and several of theae 
successively coming in contact with t^ 
Fury's bows and cable, I directed the an- 
chors to be immediately weighed agam, 
rather than run any ^risk of damage to 
them; and sailing over to the fixed iee, 
made our hawsers fast to it and lay «e« 
curely for the night. 

A great deal of snow having fallen in the 
last two days, scarcely a dark patch was 
DOW to be seen on any part of the land, so 
that the prospect at daylight on the 30th 
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was as comfortless as can well be imagined 
for the parties who were just about to find 
their way among the rocks and precipices. 
Soon afler &ur A.M., however, when we 
had ascertained that the drift-ice was no 
kmger lying in their way, they were all de- 
spatched in their different directions. For 
each of the land-'parties a dep6t of several 
days' provision and fuel was, in case of ac- 
cidents, established on the beach ; and Lieu* 
tenant Palmer took in his boat a supply for 
nine da3r8. 

The fact of our never having seen a 
Stream of tide or current setting through 
die narrows of the strait in any direction 
but to the eastward, made it an object of 
curiosity to ascertain^ by observation on the 
spot daring at least two consecutive tides, 
whether or not a permanent current existed 
there. I determined therefore on despatclv- 
ing Mr. Crozier on this service ; and the 
absence of so many of our people necessa- 
rBy limiting our means, his establishment 
only cimsisted of the small nine-feet boat 
and two marines, with which he leil us un- 
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der sail at one P. M., being provisioned for 
four days. I directed Mr. Crozier to land 
and pitch his tent somewhere about Cape 
North-East, and after carefully observing 
the tides, both on shore and in the offing, 
for the whole of one day, immediately to 
return to the ships. The weather improving 
as the day advanced, a good deal of snow 
disappeared from tlie islands, but little or 
none on the rugged high land of the conti'^ 
nent. 

On the 31st, the wind blew fresh and 
cold from the north-west, which caused a 
quantity of ice to separate from the fixed 
floe in small pieces during the day,: and 
drift past the ships. Early in the morningi 
a she-bear and her two cubs were observed 
floating down on one of these masses, and 
coming close to the Hecla were all killed* 
The female proved remarkably small, two 
or three men being able to lift her into a 
boat. A large party of us from each ship 
passed several hours on shore at Liddon 
Island, in examining its natural produc* 
tions. 
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" At half-past nine on the morning of the 
1st of September, one of our parties was 
descried at the appointed rendezvous on 
shore, which, on our sending a boat to bring 
them on board, proved to be Captain Lyon 
and his people. From their early arrival 
we were in hopes that some decisive infor- 
mation had at length been obtained ; and 
our disappointment may therefore be ima- 
gined, in finding that, owing to insuperable 
obstacles on the road, he had not been able 
to advance above five or six miles to the 
southward, and that with excessive danger 
and fatigue, owing to the depth of the 
snow, and the numerous lakes and preci- 
pices. 

Being thus by a combination of imto- 
ward circumstances baffled in an endea- 
vour which had appeared almost certain of 
success, we had only to await with patience 
the arrival of our other parties ; scarcely 
however venturing to hope that their in- 
formation alone could prove of any great 
interest or importance in furthering our 
main object. The north-west wind fresh- 
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ening almost to a- gale, which made mtf 
somewhat apprehensive for Mn Crozier 
and his little establishment at the Narrows^ 
I despatched Mr. Ross, at seven this evenw 
ing, to carry him a fresh supply of provi- 
sions and to assist him on his return >to tils- 
ship. At the same time I directed Mr. 
Ross to occupy the following day in exa-- 
mining the portion of land formii^ lki» 
northern shore of the Narrows, whieh w& 
had some reason to suppose insular. 

At nine A.M. on the Sd, Lieutenant 
Reid and his party were descried at their 
landing-place, and a boat being sent fiir 
them, arrived on board at half-past elevtsn. 
He reported that the ice seemed to eaM 
tend from Amherst^ Island as far as* they 
could see to the westward, presegAy am 
unbroken surface from the nordi^'to thtf 
south shore of the strait. 

Notwithstanding every exertion o» the 
part of our travellers, their labours had not 
thrown much light on the geography of this 
part of the coast, nor added any infinrnMiH 
tion that could be of practical use in di- 
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recting the operations of the ships. The 
important question respecting a second 
passage leading to the westward still re* 
mained as mach a matter of mere conjec*- 
ture as at first ; while the advanced period 
of the season, and the unpromising ap- 
pearance of the ice now opposing our pro-* 
gress, rendered it more essential than ever 
that this point should, if possible, be fully^ 
decided* Under this impression it oc- 
curred to me, that the desired object might 
possibly be accomplished by pursuing the 
route along the head or western shore of 
Richards Bay, part of which I had already 
traversed on my former journey, and found 
* it much less laborious walking than that ex- 
perienced by Captain Lyon on the higher 
»*and umfB rugged mountains inland. I de« 
^ terminR^ therefore, to make this attempts 
taking with me Mr* Richards and most of 
my former companions, and proceeding in 
a boat as far as the isthmus mentioned on 
the 17th of August, from whence our jour- 
^ney might at once be advantageously com- 
menced. 
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This night proved the coldest we had ex* 
perienced during the present season, and 
the thermometer stood at 24° when I left* 
the ships at four A.M. on the dd, having^ 
previously directed Captain Lyon to remain 
&3 near their present station as might be 
consistent with safety, and carefully to 
watch for any alteration that might occur 
in the western ice. I also requested Cap- . 
tain Lyon to render Mr. Fisher every as- ^ 
sistance in his power in the trigonometrical 
measurement of some high snow-capped 
hills to the north-west, which at my desire 
he had undertaken. To the land on which 
these mountains stand, and which the Es- 
quimaux call Keiyuk'tarriwkef T gave tl 
name of CockbuIin Island, in honour 
Vice-Admiral Sir George CocKB|ttH, OftS^ 
of the Lords Commissioners of tfre Admi/'j 
ralty, whose warm personal interest i!l**»' 
every thing relating to Northern Discovery 
can only be surpassed by the public zeal 
with which he has always promoted it. \i 

Being favoured by a strong north-wes-* ■■ 
terly breeze, we reached the narrows at 
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half-past six A.M., and immediately en- 
countered a race or ripple, so heavy and 
dangerous, that it was only by carrying a 
press of canvass on the boat that we suc- 
ceeded in keeping the seas from constantly 
breaking into her. This rippling appeared 
to be occasioned by the sudden obstruction 
which the current meets at the western 
, ^ mouth of the Narrows, aided in the present 
instance, by the strong breeze that blew di- 
rectly upon the corner forming the entrance 
on the south side. On clearing this, which 
we did after running about one- third of a 
n)ile, and then getting into smooth water, ^ 
though the current was running at least 
Jl ^ three knots to the eastward, the thoughts of 
all our party were, by one common im- 

^ .puls^^irected towards Mr. Crozier and 
his nm boat, which could not possibly 

f* have lived in the sea we had just encoun- 
tered. It was not, therefore, without the 
most serious apprehension on his account 
that I landed at Cape North-East, where I 

-^ had directed the observations to be made 

- on the tides ; and sending Mr, Richards 
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one way along the shore, proceeded myself 
along the other to look for him. On firing 
a musket, after a quarter of an hour's walk, 
I had the indescrihable satisfaction of see- 
ing Mr. Crozier make his appearance from 
behind a rock, where he was engaged in 
watching the tide-mark. I found him and 
his party quite safe and well, though they 
had encountered no small danger, while « 
attempting to try the velocity of the stream 
in the narrows, being beset by a quantity of 
drift-ice, from which they with difficulty 
escaped to the shore. I found also that 
Mr. Ross, after towing them in when adrift, 
and leaving Mr. Crozier his provisions, had 
proceeded to accomplish his other objects. • 
Itppointing a place to meet them on his re« 
turn to the ships. In half an hour aA^r, we • 
saw the gig crossing to us under 1«u, and 
were soon joined by Mr. Ross, who in- * 
formed me that he had determined the in- 
sularity of the northern land, which I there- 
fore distinguished by the name of Ormond 
TsLANp, out of respect to the Earl of Or- ' 

MOKD AND OSSORT. 
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Having fiirDMhed our gentlemen with an 
additional supply of provisions, in case of 
their being unavoidably detained by the 
continuance of the wind, I made sail for .the 
isthmus at ten A.M., where we arrived 
after an hour's run, and hauling the boat up 
on the rocks, and depositing the greater 
part of our stores near her, set off at one 
P.M. along the shore of Richards* Bay, 
being equipped with only three days' pro- 
vision, and as small a weight of clothing as 
^possible. The coast, though not bad for 
travelling, led us so much more to lUie 
westward than I expected, in cousequenoe 
of its numerous indentations, that, after 
above five hours' hard walking, we had 
only made good a W.S.W. course, direct 
.distance aix miles. One of our men then 
oompbining of giddiness and other un- 
pleasant symptoms, we halted, and pitched 
ihe itents :amidst rugged and barren rocks 
of red gpranite, dreary and desolate beyond 
descripdon. A sii^le snow-bunting was U- 
tenlly all we saw of aninoal life during diis 
afternoon's walk; but the tracks of deer, 
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all going to the southward, were every- 
where seen upon the snow. We obtained 
upon every eminence a distinct view of the 
ice the whole way down to Neerlo-nakto, 
in which space not a drop of clear water 
was discernible; the whole of Richards' 
Bay was filled with ice as before. 

We moved at six P.M. on the 4th, and 
• soon came to a number of lakes from haAfa 
'mile to two miles in length, occurring iii 
chains of three or four together, round 
which we had to walk at the expense of 
much time and labour. All these termi- 
nated towards the sea in inlets, one of 
which, that we came to at nine A.M., and 
which I named after Mr. Halse of the 
Fury, was three or four miles in length, 
and detained us two hours in walking 
round the head of it. These inlets were 
still filled with ice of the last winter's for- 
mation, except close round the shores, 
where a narrow space of open water had 
been formed by the warmth of the land. 
We halted at a quarter past eleven, having 
made good four miles and a half in a S. b. W« 
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direction, and found ourselves by observa- 
tion at noon in latitude 69° 32' 5S'\ Con- 
tinuing our journey at three P.M., we soon 
arrived at the shores of another inlet like 
the former, two or three miles in length, 
up which we had to walk above two before 
we could make any southing. We were 
then, for the first time, enabled to proceed 
almost directly to the southward, our only 
interruption being occasioned by the nu- 
merous steep and craggy hills which every 
. where presented themselves. At half-past 
five we suddenly came in sight of a high 
.and remarkably level piece of table-land 
immediately to the southward of us, and 
extending for several miles in an east and 
west direction. Along the upper part ran a 
narrow perpendicular ridge having a dark 
appearance, and the rest formed a yellow 
shelving slope, as if composed of the debris 
falling uniformly from above. At half-past 
six, on gaining a sight of the sea from the 
top of a hill^ we immediately recognised to 
the eastward the numerous islands of red 
granite described by Captain Lygn; and 
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HOW perceiYed, what had before been sur- 
inised, that the south shore of Richards' 
Bay formed the northern coast of the inlet, 
up which his journey with the E^Z^ 
•had been pursued. Our latitude, by ac- 
<^unt from noon, being now 69^ 28', we 
felt confident that a short walk directly to 
the south must bring us to any strait com- 
municating with that inlet, and we dwie- 
-fore pushed on in confident expectadon of 
t>eing near our journey's end. At «eY«n 
P.M., leaving the men to pitch the tent in 
« sheltered Yalley, Mr. Richards and myself 
ascended the hill that rose beyond it, and 
on reaching its summit found oursehres 
overlooking a long and narrow arm of ihe 
sea communicating with the ii^et :befoie 
seen to the eastward, and appearing to ex- 
tend several miles nearly in an east and 
west direction, or parallel to the table4uid 
before described, from which it is distant 
lliree or four miles. The space betweehi 
the creek and the table-land is quite low, 
forming a striking contrast with the rugged 
H^re on which we stood, and being eo- 
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vered with abundant vegetation, as well as 
intersected by numerous ponds of water. 
The breadth of the little creek at the place 
at which we had arrived, being half a mile 
above its junction with the wider inlet in 
«i4iich the Coxe Islands lie, is about half a 
Tnile, and continues nearly the same for 
three or four miles that we could trace it in 
a westerly direction. Beyond this it seem^ 
ed to turn more northerly, and our view 
'being obstructed by the high and rugged 
'hills, of which, on the north side of the 
creek, the whole tract of country is com- 
-posed, I determined to pursue our journey 
•along its banks in the morning, to ascer- 
tain its further extent, or at least to trace 
it tiU it wa« no longer navigable for ships. 
That the creek we now overlooked was a 
-part of the same arm of the sea which Cap- 
tun Lyon had visited, the latitude, the 
bearings of Igloohk, which was now plainly 
"mible, and the number and appearance of 
the Coxe Islands, which were too remark- 
al>le to be mistaken, all concurred in as- 
■foring us; and it only, therefore, remained 
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for US to determine whether it would fur- 
nish a passage for the ships. Having made 
all the remarks which the lateness of the 
evening would permit, we descended to the 
tent at dusk, heing directed hy a cheerful 
blazing fire of the andromeda tetragona^ 
which in its present dry state served as ex- 
cellent fuel for warming our provisions* 

Setting forward at five A.M. on the 5th, 
along some pleasant valleys covered with 
grass and other vegetation, and the resort 
of numerous rein-deer, we walked six or 
seven miles in a direction parallel to that of 
the creek ; when, finding the latter consi- 
derably narrowed, and the numerous low 
points of its south shore rendering the water 
too shoal, to all appearance, even for the na- 
vigation of a sloop of ten tons, I determined 
to waste no more time in the further exa- 
mination of so insignificant a place. There 
was not in this creek the least perceptible 
stream of tide or current, which circum- 
stance alone, considering the strength of 
•that which rushes through the Strait of the 
Fury and Hecla, would have been sufficient 
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perhaps to demonstrate that it had no out- 
let to the westward. Its whole appear- 
ance indeed indicated it to be what it has 
since proved, a mere inlet of the sea, simi- 
lar to those we had before passed, com- 
municating with lakes and streams which 
annually pour their waters into it, affording 
excellent kayak navigation to the Esqui- 
maux, and supplying them with the salmon 
with which they had lately provided us. 
The farther we went to the westward the 
higher the hills became ; and the command- 
ing prospect thus afforded enabled us dis- 
tinctly to perceive with a glass that, though 
the ice had become entirely dissolved in the 
creek, and for half a mile below it, the 
whole sea beyond this to the eastward, 
even as far as Igloolik, was covered with 
one continuous and unbroken floe. 

Having now completely satisfied myself, 
that, as respected both ice and land, there 
was no navigable passage for ships about 
this latitude, no time was lost in setting out 
on our return. 

At half-past eight we arrived on board, 
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where I was happy to find that all our par- 
ties had returned without accident^ except 
that Lieutenant Palmer had been wounded 
in his hand and temporarily blinded, by a 
gun accidentally going off, from which how-' 
ever he fortunately suffered no eventual in- 
jury. Lieut. Palmer reported his having 
ascertained that the ice still remained at* 
tached (o the land from the western part o£ 
Igloolik across to the continent, predudii^' 
all possibility of a passage to the westward 
in that direction. Lieutenant Palmer's re- 
port contained numerous observationa for 
the geographical positions of the parta of 
the land which he visited, and some notioea 
respecting the Esquimaux mode of buriaL- 
The result of our late endeavours, neces- 
sarily cramped as they had been, was to 
confirm, in the most satisfactory nnanneF, 
the conviction, that we were now in the <mly 
passage leading to the westward that exist* 
ed in this neighbourhood. There was, and 
indeed, still is, reason to believe, firom the 
information of the Esquimaux, that Cock- 
burn Island extends two degrees to the 



^ 



or A NORTH-WEST PASSAaB. 14fl 

northward^ and very considerably to the 
eastward of this Strait. To have abandon- 
ed without further trial, the most promising 
place, as respects the North- West Passage, 
that the most sanguine mind could hope to 
discover, upon the chance of saving time 
by pursuing a circuitous route of perhaps 
thfee^ or four hundred miles of unknown 
coast, and of finding a more navigable pas- 
si^ two degrees farther north, I should 
have considered an unjustifiable departure 
from the jdain tenor of my instructions, if 
not a direct abandonment of the cause in 
which we were engaged. Notwithstanding, 
therefore, the present unpromising appear- 
ance of the ice, I had no alternative left me 
but patiently to await its disruption, and 
instantly ta avail myself of any alteration 
that nature might yet effect in our favour. 



144 SECOND VOYAGE FOR THE DISCOVERT 



CHAPTER XII. 

A Journey performed along the south shore of 
Cockbum Island — Confirmation of an outlet to 
the Polar Sea — Partial disruption of the old 
icCf and formation of new^^Retum through the 
narrows to the eastzoard — Proceed to examine 
the coast to the north-eastzoard — Furjfs anchor 
broken — Stand over to Igloolik to look for .win- 
ter-quarters — Excursion to the head of QtUlr 
Ham Creek — Ships forced to tfie toestzoard by 
gales of wind — A canal sazoed through the ice, 
and tfte ships secured in their winter station'^ 

. continued visits of the Esquimaux, and arrival 
of some of the Winter-Island tribe — proposed 
plan of operations in tite ensuing spring. 

A LIGHT air springing up from the east- 
ward on the morning of the 8th, we took 
advantage of it to run up to the margin of 
the fixed ice, which was now perhaps half a 
mile farther to the westward, in conse- 
quence of small pieces being occasionally 
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detached from it, than it had been when we 
tacked <m it ten days before. We here made 
fast nearly in a line between Amherst and 
Liddon.Islandsy though much nearer to the 
former, and in fifly-eight fathoms,, on a soft 
muddy< bottom. 

- ■ The- pools on the floes were now also so 
hardly, frozen, that skating and sliding were 
going on upon them the whole day, though 
but a week before it had been dangerous to 
venture upon them. 

This latter circumstance, together with 
the fineness of the weather, and the tempt- 
ing appearance of the shQjre of Cockbum 
Island, which seemed better calculated for 
travelling than any that we had seen, com- 
bined to induce me to despatch another 
party to the westward, with the hope of in- 
creasing, by the only means within our 
reach, our knowledge of the lands and sea 
in that direction. Lieutenant Reid and Mr. 
Bushnan were once more selected for that 
service, to be accompanied by eight men^ a 
large number being preferred, because by 
ihifi .means only is it practicable to accom7 
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|>)ish ft tolerably long journey, espedaily on 
acc^nnt of the additional weight of warm 
clothing which the present advanced state 
6t the season rendered indispensable. Lieu- 
tenant Reid was furnished with six days' 
provisions, and directed to land where moat 
jyracticable on the northern shore, and 
thence to pursue his journey to the west- 
ward as far as his resources would admiti 
gaining all possible information that mi^ 
be useful or interesting. Every arrange* 
ment being made, the party was held in 
reiidiness to leave the ships at daylight die 
following mornaig. 

Our travellers were favoured by another 
summer's day on the 10th, not a breath of 
wind stirring, and the atmosphere being cek* 
tremely clear and free from clouds. Mr. 
Henderson being sent to Amherst Island to 
examine the ice along its northern dunces , 
where we first hoped to see some altenrtiocit 
reported on his return, that he had observM 
a crack extending from the western end iif 
the island across towards the northern tbcai 
of the strait, which we hoped might faaa a 
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separation just about to take 
^[n the evening two of Lieutenant 
Xrtv returned on board with a note, 
^«e that one of the men being 
at officer had judged it prudent 
^iy to send him back with one of 
^>mates to take care of him. 
ot before day-light on the 1 dth, the floe 
^denly broke between the two ships, and 
Ye were for some time in hopes that a ge- 
neral change was about to take place in our 
favour, as we could soon after perceive a 
good deal of open water immediately to the 
westward of the ice to vHiich the ships 
were attached. We found, however, as the 
day broke, that no alteration had taken 
place near us, but a separation of a consi- 
derable mass near the island, leaving no 
passage whatever into the open water seen 
beyond. The Hecla, happening to be fast 
to the broken mass, was obliged to make 
all sail, to stem a current that carried her 
with it some distance to the eastward. So 
far, however, was this current from being 
perceptible cm or near the surface, that, on 

l2 
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making several trials, a superficial set, occa- 
sioned by an easterly breeze, was uniformly 
found en an opposite direction, 
' The latitude of our present station was 
69^:48' 10"; the longitude, by chztonome- 
'ters,.88*' 29' 27"; the variation of Ae mag- 
netic needle 89° 18' 19";- and i the dip, as 
obtained by Mr. Fisher, 88° 21' 2 1'\ The 
view of the strait from : this . positi6n was 
calculated to impress us with the idea of its 
being a magnificent passage into the Polar 
Sea, especially on one of the clear and. 
cloudless days which we had lately enjoyed. 
One of the mast striking features of this 
truly polar landscape is that which is pre- 
sented by the snow-capped mountains - of 
Cockburh Island, to the north-west of the 
ships, the highest of which Mr. Fisher de- 
termined, by accurate trigonometrical mea- 
surement, to be one thousand four hundred 
and forty-seven feet above the level of the. 
sea. The tops of these mountains have a 
smoothly-rounded outline; and as they 
were covered with snow for about one- 
fourth downwards from their suinmit8> as 
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early as the Idth of August, when we first 
discovered them from the narrows, it is 
probahle that they had been so during the 
whole summer. To the eastward of these 
the land becomes much more rugged, 
though considerable lower; and in every 
part there appeared to be a space of shelv- 
ing ground next the sea, like that over 
which Lieutenant Reid was now pursuing 
his journey. . 

': The appearance of Amherst Island also 
is remarkable, on account of the materials 
of which it is composed, which, unless co- 
vered with snow, present an aspect singu- 
larly dark, and affording a striking contrast 
with the surrounding lands. It was curi- 
ous, indeed, to observe, that, as if deter- 
mined to preserve this singularity*, the snow 
was always first dissolved upon tliis island, 
which, even on some very cold days/ con- 
trived to throw off its fleecy mando-when 
no other shore -was uncovered, which ciir- 
cufnstance may perhaps be in part attri- 
buted to the colour, as well as to the other 
<|tt>lities of the rbcka. 
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On the 14rtb, whQe an easterly bveete 
continued, the water increased very mneh 
in breadth to the westward of the fixed floe 
to which Yfe were attached.; several lanes 
opening out, and leaving in some places a 
channel not less than three miles in width. 
At two P.M., the wind, suddenly sfaiftiBg 
to the westward, closed up every open 
space in the course of a few hours, leaving 
not a drop of water in sight from the mast- 
head in that direction. To this, however, 
we bad no objection ; for being now certain 
that the ice was at liberty to move in the 
western part of the strait, we felt confident 
that if once our present narrow banisr 
were also detached, the ordinary cbangBts 
of wind and tide would inevitably afibrd va 
opportunities of making progress. When a 
body of ice has once broken from the land* 
and found some room to move abottt«L due 
case is seldom a hopeless one; but the kiod 
of hermetical-sealing, which we had lately 
witnessed, leaves, while it lasts, no resotiroe 
but patience and watchfulness. The wee- 
terly wind was accompanied by fine anowy 



Of A HOftTH«WSMr PAsaiofc* 151 

wkich conthmed dunag the nighti rendtfi* 
ing the weather extremely tiiick, >aiid out 
ntuadon consequently very precarioiaii 
should the ice give way during the howni 
of darkness. 

The recent seperation pf th^ ice to the 
westward, while it kept alive our hopes of 
soon proceeding on our way, made us also 
at this moment somewhat apprehensive teat 
Lieutenant Reid, apd his party, might,' m 
their return to the shipsi be caught upoa it 
while it was adrift, and escape our ofaseryar 
tion during die thick weather, or in tke 
night. It was, therefore, with great salifth 
£uMaon, that, at four P.M., on the 15th» wt 
discovered our travellers upon the ice. . A 
tosh party being decqpatched to meet and to 
relieve them of their knapsacks, Lieuteaonl 
Esid arrived safely oa board at seven P jyEt* 
having, by a quick and. most satis&Qtoqf 
jouraey, ascertained the immediate juno^ 
taoB of the Strait of the Fury and Heda 
arptk die Polar Sea. Lieutenabt Reid's BOt 
efpt, which is here subjokiedt was accoBSr 
fuied by an accurate plan of the atiaiib 
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drawn hy Mr. Bushnah, and constructed' by 
a series of triangles, extending considerably 
to the eastward of the narrows, and thrice 
carried on to Igloolik. 

LIEUTENANT REID'S ACCOUNT. 

<< At daylight on the 10th, the weather 
being remarkably fine, I left the Ftiry' witli 
my party, and, on our journey: towards the 
land, found the walking extremely good; 
the late frost having filled up all the holes 
and pools upon the ice. Afler'the first 
fbur miles, the character of the ice changed 
from' the rough and * hummocky': Iqnd^to 
a smooth level floe, and this continued the 
whole way to the land, excepi'that* in its 
immediate neighbourhood ' it ' was much 
broken up and detached ; which occasioisad 
us "milch difficulty, and some wetting, io 
gettibg to the beach. One of. the , Hecla^ 
men having been taken ill about this .time, 
i determined to send him back to t^e. ships 
without delay, and directed one of his ship* 
mat^ to accompany and take care of hinu 
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This reduction of our number considerably 
increasing the loads of the rest of the party, 
one day's provision was deposited at the 
landing-place, and with the remainder we 
set out to the westward. 

'< From one till four P.M., we walked 
nine miles over excellent ground for travel- 
ling, and then obtained sights for the chro- 
nometer, giving the longitude. SS^ 5S' 30''; 
after, which' we again moved forward, and 
having, advanced six miles in a direction A 
little to the northward of west, halted and 
pitched the: tent for Jthe night. Th^ land 
over which we had this day: [travelled is 
principally, composed of sandstone, with 
here and there a piece of granite. In the 
coarse :of the day we passed the stones of an 
Esquimaux Munmer habitadon, arranged 
as usual in a circular form,, but it did -not 
appear.ofrecent date. * The ice in the strait 
stili presented the same ibibrokdfi. surface 
aer that seen from* the ships, except quite 
dose in-shore, where it! was detached by 
-the action of the tides. We also observed 
m ftw narrow lanes of water here and there. 
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weather being cloudy, I determined on re- 
maining a few hours for that purpose. In 
the mean time, Mr. Bushnan and myself 
walked up the banks of the inlet, which 
I named after my friend Mr. Thomas 
Whtte, and found it to extend five: or six 
miles in a north-east direction, its '. general 
breadth being from a mile to a mile and a 
half. At the head of the inlet .we .found 
two ravines running into it; and.the v^;e- 
tation was here more abundant than .any I 
had seen during the voyage. We saw' also 
the remains of two Esquimaux huts, which 
were old, and appeared to have been winter 
habitations. 

" The sky being still clouded on the 
morning of the 13th, we set out on our re- 
turn to. the eastward, from which quarter 
the wind soon ailer freshened up, iwith con- 
stant snow and sleet. At one P.M. on. the 
1 4th, we reached our landing-place, i^vHien 
we found that a great alteration had taken 
place in the state of the ice, thene.beii^ 
now a considerable lane of water running 
off in the direction of the shipft^ while! 
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the shore some pressure appeared to have 
taken place. On the following day, when 
the' snow ceased fallmg for a short time, a 
still greater change was perceptible, there 
being, ihrshore a space of clear water ex- 
tending three miles from east to west, and 
more numerous marks than before of recent 
pressure. . : Upon . the whole, the change in 
the state of the ice since our outward jour- 
pey was very striking, and seemed to afFotd 
a hope that the' passage of the ships might 
still be favoured by some more extensive 
movement. 

'. ** At half-^past eleven A.M., the tide be- 
ing but so far as to favour our getting upon 
the ice, we set out for the ships, steering by 
a pocket compass, as the weather was t6o 
thick to allow us to see them. Passing 
several ' lanes' of water, one of them of 
considerable breadth, and observing several 
places in which the ice had been thrown up 
by pressure, we came, at half-past one 
P.M., to a broad lane, with the ice in mo- 
^on on the opposite side. As the direction 
c^ the ships was still uncertain, we halted 
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here to dine, and obtaining a sight of them 
soon after, in a clearer interval, again set 
out. At four the Fury made the signal of 
having discovered us; and at seven o'clock 
being met by a fresh party, we arrived on 
board.** 

Mr. Bushnan remarked, in the course of 
this journey, that though in some places^ 
and particularly at the head of Whyte Inlety 
the vegetation was remarkably abundant, 
yet the plants were singularly backward 
and dwarfish, and flowers rare ; which re^ 
mark was also made by most of our other 
travellers. The Esquimaux, huts, ait the 
head of Whyte Inlet, Mr. Bushnan describes 
as being, one round, and the other rectan- 
gular; the latter, which was the laigest^ 
being seven feet in length, and five in 
breadth. They were made with large slabs, 
of sandstone, and had every appearance of 
having been winter residences. 

The weather continuing very thick, with 
small snow, and there being now every rea- 
son to suppose a final disruption of the 



Of A NOETH-WSST PABSAOX. 159 

fixed ioe at hand, I determined to provide 
against the danger to which, at night, thit 
long-wished-for event would expose the 
ships, by adopting a plan that had often 
before occurred to me, as likely to prove 
beneficial in an unknown and critical naviga- 
tion such as this. This was nothing more 
than the establishment of a temporary light-' 
house on shore during the night, which, in 
case of our getting adrift, would, together 
with the soundings, afford us that security 
whkh the sluggish traversing of the com** 
passes otherwise rendered extremely doubt-* 
fid. For this purpose, two steady men, 
provided with a tent and blankets, were 
landed on the east point of Amherst Island 
at sunset, to keep up some bright lights 
during the eight hours of darkness, and to 
be sent for at daylight in the morning. On 
the 16th the north-west wind continued^ 
but no alteration whatever took place in 
the ice. Small snow was almost constantly 
falling daring the day, which once more, 
and permanently for the winter, as it after* 
wards proved, covered those parts of tlie 
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hmid that the late fine weather had partially 
cleared. A number of seals were seen upon 
the ice, and these, were all the animals v^e 
noticed about this time. Our light-house 
was again established at sunset. 
. On the 17th, the wind freshened almost 
to a gale, from the north-west, with thicker 
and more constant snow than before. The 
thermometer fell to 16J° at six A.M., rose 
no higher, than 20° in the course -of the day, 
and got down to 12° at night,, so that, the 
young' ice began now to form .'about (is in 
gr^at quantities. The danger. of our. being 
seriously hampered, should the ice . co;cne 
adrif); in the nightj beipg much iocr^^t8ed 
by this new annoyance, which we well kn^w 
to be the certain symptom of approaching 
winter, it became absolutely necessary to 
move somewhere out of the way. . We 
therefore cast off, and stood a little within 
the east point of Amherst Island, .where, a 
good birth was found alongside anot^r 
floe of land-ice, and sheltered by the island 
froih aiiy thing coming up the strait fro.ra 
the westward. The Fury was set fast by 
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the young ice in the course of the night, 
which proved clearer than was expected, 
with a faint appearance of the Aurora Bo- 
reahs in the N.N.W. quarter* 

Appearances had now become so much 
against our making any further progress 
this season, as to render it a matter of very 
serious consideration, whether we ought to 
risk being shut up during the winter, in the 
middle of the strait, where, from whatever 
cause it might proceed, the last year's ice 
was not yet wholly detached from the 
shores ; and where a fresh formation had 
already commenced, which there was but 
too much reason to believe would prove a 
permanent one. Our wintenng in the strait 
involved the certainty of being frozen up 
for eleven months, — a sickening prospect 
under any circumstances, but in the pre- 
sent instance probably fatal to our best 
hopes and expectations. * 

With the conviction of these unpleasant 
truths reluctantly forced upon my mind, I 
considered it my duty to assist my own 
judgment at this crisis by calling for the 

VOL. IV. M 
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Opinions of the senior officers of the Expe- 
dition. With this view, therefore, I ad- 
dressed a letter to Captain Lyo?> and Lieu- 
tenants Hoppner and Nias respectively, 
directing their attention to the principal 
circumstances of our present situation, and 
requesting their advice as to the measures 
most proper to be pursued for the success- 
ful prosecution of our enterprise. 

The officers agreeing with me in opinion 
as to the expediency of our not riskii^ a 
detention in the strait during the winter, I 
determined, on the grounds before detailed, 
no longer to postpone our departure, if in- 
deed, as there was some reason to think, it 
had not already been delayed too long« I 
therefore directed a memorandum to be 
read on board each ship, acquainting the 
officers and men with my views, as above 
stated, and also expressing my intention to 
employ whatever time might yet remain of 
the present season, in the examination of 
the coast of Cockbum Island to the north- 
ward and eastward. In the event of mak- 
ing little progress in that direction, I pro- 



i 
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posed looking out for some situation in the 
neighbourhood of Igloolik that might a£fbrd 
security to the ships during the winter, and 
by ensuring an early release in the springi 
allow us at least the liberty of choosing to 
what part of the coast our efibrts should 
then be directed. I gladly availed myself 
of this opportunity to offer my best thanks, 
so justly due, to the officers and men under 
my command, for their zealous and unre- 
mitted exertions during the two seasons 
that had passed ; and it was scarcely ne- 
cessary to remind the ships' companies of 
the necessity of continuing to the last those 
praiseworthy efforts, on which the ultimate 
accomplishment of our enterprise might 
still depend. 

The young ice had now formed so thick 
about the Fury, that it became rather 
doubtful whether we should get her out 
without an increase of wind to assist in ex- 
tricating her, or a decrease of cold. At 
ten A.M., however, we began to attempt it, 
but by noon had not moved the ship more 
than half her own length. As soon as we 
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had reached the outer point of the floe, in 
a bay of which we had been lying, we had 
no longer the means of applying a force 
from without, and, if alone, should there- 
fore have been helpless, at least for a time. 
The Hecla, however, being fortunately un- 
encumbered, in consequence of having lain 
in a less sheltered place, sent her boats with 
a hawser to the margin of the young ice ; 
and ours being carried to meet it, by men 
walking upon planks, at considerable risk 
of going through, she at length succeeded 
in pulling us out; and getting into clear 
water, or rather into less tough ice, at 
three P.M. we shaped a course to the east- 
ward. At seven o'clock, it being too late 
to run through the narrows, we anchored 
for the night in ten fathoms, near the east 
end of Liddon Island, where we lay without 
disturbance. 

In our return to Igloolik we encountered 
a severe gale, but we luckily discovered it 
at half-past ten A.M., though such was the 
difficulty of distinguishing this from Neerlo- 
nakto, or either from the main land, on ac- 
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count of the snow that covered them, that, 
had it not been for the Esquimaux huts, we 
should not easily have recognised the place. 
At noon on the 24th, we arrived off the 
point where the tents had first been pitched, 
and were immediately greeted by a number 
of Esquimaux, who came running down to 
the beach, shouting and jumping with all 
their might. The soundings, though regu- 
larly decreasing, are shoal off this point; 
and the Fury, in standing in, shoaled the 
water to four fathoms and a half, at the dis- 
tance of half a mile ; but by keeping out a 
little, and proceeding with caution along 
the south shore of the island, we deepened 
to twenty, and being then led more off the 
land, found no bottom with the hand-leads. 
Making a tack towards the island, we again 
came into regular soundings ; and at half- 
past two P.M. anchored in ten fathoms, on 
a muddy bottom, at the distance of two- 
thirds of a mile from the shore. 

As soon as we had anchored I went on 
shore, accompanied by several of the offi- 
cers, to pay the Esquimaux a visit, a crowd 
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of them meeting us as usual on the beach, 
and greeting us with every demonstratioa 
of joy. They seemed disappointed that we 
bad not reached Akkolee, for they always 
receive with eagerness any intelligence of 
their distant country-people* Many of 
them, and Toolemak among the number, 
frequently repeated the expressions, " Owv" 
ok Na-ol" (no summer,) " Took-too ^-^ 
of (no rein-deer,) which we considered at 
the time as some confirmation of our own 
surmises respecting the badness of the past 
summer. When we told them we were 
come to winter among them, they expressed 
very great, and doubtless very sincere de* 
light, and even a few koyennas (thanks) es- 
caped them on the first communication of 
this piece of intelligence. 

We found these people already esta* 
blished in their winter residences, which 
consisted principally of the huts before de- 
scribed, but modified in various ways both 
as to form and materials. The rooft, 
which were wholly wanting in the sununert 
were now formed by skins, stretched tight 
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across from side to side* This, howeyer, 
as we soon afterwards found, was only a 
preparation for the final winter covering of 
snow ; and indeed many of the huts were 
subsequently lined in the same way within, 
the skins being attached to the sides and 
roof by slender threads of whalebone, di|h 
posed in large and regular stitches. Be£3re 
the passages already described, others were 
now added, from ten to fifteen feet in 
length, and from four to five feet high, 
neatly constructed of large flat slabs of ice, 
cemented together by snow and water. 
Some huts also were entirely built of this 
material, of a rude circular or octangular 
form, and roofed with skins like the others. 
The light and transparent effect within these 
singular habitations, gave one the idea of 
being in a house of ground-glass, and their 
newness made them look clean, comfort- 
able, and wholesome. Not so the more 
substantial bone huts^ which, from their 
extreme closeness and accumulated filth, 
emitted an almost insupportable stench, to 
which an abundant supply of raw and hi^ 
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putrid walrus' flesh in no small degree C(m- 
tributed. The passages to these are so 
low as to make it necessary to crawl on the 
hands and knees to enter them; and the 
floors of the apartments were in some so 
steep and slippery, that we could with dif- 
ficulty pass and repass, without the risk of 
continually falhng among the filth with 
which they were covered. These were the 
dirtiest, because the most durable, of any 
Esquimaux habitations we had yet seen; 
and it may be supposed they did not much 
improve during the winter. S6me bitches 
with young were very carefully and conve- 
niently lodged in small square kennels^ made 
of four upright slabs of ice covered with a 
fifth, and having a small hole as a door in 
one of the sides. The canoes were also 
laid upon two slabs of this kind, like tall 
tomb-stones standing erect; and a quantity 
of spare slabs lying in different places gave 
the ground an appearance somewhat re- 
sembling that of a statuary's yard. Large 
stores of walrus' and seals' flesh, principally 
the former, were deposited under heaps of 
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Stones all about the beach, and, as we after- 
wards found, in various other parts of the 
island, which showed that they had made 
some provision for the winter, though, with 
their enormous consumption of food, it 
proved a very inadequate one. 

The breeze continuing fresh from the 
westward, with clear weather, the thermo- 
meter fell to l^° on the morning of the 
25th, Being desirous of ascertaining, as 
soon as possible, in what situation it would 
be expedient to place the ships for the win- 
ter, several boats were despatched to sound 
along the shore; when I found that the 
only spot likely to afford shelter, or even 
any near approach to the land, was within a 
point called Oong-iilooydt, at the entrance 
of a fine bay, about two miles to the west- 
ward of our present anchorage. The young 
ice now covered the whole surface of the 
sea like floating honey, the breeze not al- 
lowing it to become solid; and, towards 
night, the wind shifting to the eastward, 
soon raised the temperature too high for 
any fresh formation of that kind. I deter- 
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mined, therefore, without loss of time, ta 
take advantage of the opportunity afforded 
by this change, to run to the westward in a 
boat, as far as the fixed ice would permit; 
and, if soon stopped by that obstacle, to 
cross upon it to the main-land, and endea- 
vour to clear up the mystery respecting 
Khemig, which had cost us so many spe- 
culations and conjectures. 

Leaving the Fury at seven A.M. on tlie 
S6th, and being favoured by a fresh easterly 
breeze, we soon cleared the south-weat 
point of Igloolik; and having passed the 
little island of Oogliaghioo, immediately 
perceived to the W.N.W. of us a group of 
islands, so exactly answering the descrip- 
tion of Coxe's Group, both in character and 
situation, as to leave no doubt of our being 
exactly in Captain Lyon's former track. 
Being still favoured by the wind, and by the 
total absence of fixed ice, we reached the 
islands at eleven A.M., and afler sailing m 
mile or two among them, came at once in 
sight of the two bluffs, forming the passage 
pointed out by Toolemak, and then suppoaed 
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to be called Khemig. The land to the 
north, called by the Esquimaux Khiadlo' 
ghioOf was now found to be, as we had be- 
fore conjectured, the southern shore of 
Richards' Bay; and its extreme point to 
the eastward I subsequently named, by 
Lieutenant Nias's request, Cape Matthew 
Smith, after Captain Matthew Smith, of the 
Royal Navy. The land on our led, or to 
the southward, proved an island, five miles 
and a quarter in length, of the same bold 
and rugged character as the rest of this 
numerous group, and by far the largest of 
them aU. To prevent the necessity of re- 
verting to this subject, I may at once add, 
that two or three months afler this, on laying 
before Ewerat our own chart of the whole 
coast, in order to obtain the Esquimaux 
names, we discovered that the island, just 
mentioned, was called Khemg^ by which 
name Ormond Island was aUo distinguish- 
ed ; the word expressing, in the Esquimaux 
language, any thing stopping up the mouth 
of a place or narrowing its entrance, and 
applied also more familiarly to the cork of 
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a bottle, or a plug of any kind. And thus 
were reconciled all the apparent inconsis- 
tencies respecting this -hitherto mysterious 
and incomprehensible word, which had oc- 
casioned us so much perplexity. 

After landing to dine upon one of the 
islands, of which, from first to last, we 
counted nearly one hundred, we again made 
sail, and, running between the bluffs, which 
are half a mile apart, continued our course 
in rather a wider channel than before, 
though still among islands. At halfrpast 
three we were stopped by a floe of fixed 
ice, stretching entirely across the passage, 
and the weather now becoming thick with 
small snow, we landed and pitched the tent 
for the night ; not, however, till I had re- 
cognised on the left hand, or main-land, 
the remarkable cliff, described in my former 
journey, by which circumstance we were 
assured of being near the little inlet then 
discovered. 

At daylight on the 27th, we crossed to a 
small island at the margin of the ice ; and 
leaving the boat there in charge of the cox- 
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swain, and two of the crew, Mr. Ross and 
myself, accompanied by the other two, set 
out across the ice at seven A.M., to gain 
the main-land, with the intention of deter- 
mining the extent of the inlet by walking up 
its southern bank. After an hour's good 
travelling, we landed at eight A.M., and 
had scarcely done so when we found our- 
selves at the very entrance, being exactly 
opposite the place from which Mr. Richards 
and myself had obtained the first view of 
the inlet. The patch of ice on which we 
had been walking, and which was about 
three miles long, proved the only remains 
of last year's formation ; so forcibly had 
nature struggled to get rid of this before 
the commencement of a fresh winter. 

We found this land similar to Igloolik in 
its geological character, being composed of 
limestone in schistose fragments; but in 
some parts, even for a mile or two together, 
covered with herbage, the most extensive 
and luxuriant I have ever seen near this 
latitude. Here and there occurred a little 
pile, as it were, of the fragments of lime- 
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Stone, lying horizontally, as if arranged by 
art, and projecting a few feet above the sur- 
face of the ground. The sides of several 
small rising banks presented a similar dis- 
position, but I did not notice any boulders 
of harder substances resting upon any of 
them, nor indeed could we find a single 
specimen of any other mineral than lime- 
stone. Walking quickly to the westward 
along this shore, which a£R)rded excellent 
travelling, we soon perceived that our busi- 
ness was almost at an end, the inlet termi- 
nating a very short distance beyond where 
I had first traced it, the apparent turn to 
ihe northward being only that of a shallow 
bay. To make quite -sure, however, I sent 
Mr. Ross on with one of the men, to walk 
to the head of it, while I with the other 
turned off to examine the cliff-land to the 
southward. We found the slope of this to 
be composed, as was conjectured, of the 
debris falling from the perpendicular ridge 
above, the whole being limestone without a 
single exception that we could discover* 
The slope making an angle of about 60^ 
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with a horizontal line, and being in some 
parts covered with snow, we with difficulty 
ascended it ; but found the upper ridge 
wholly impracticable, on account of the 
snow overhanging the summit. The height 
of the perpendicular rock, which lies in 
broad horizontal strata, is from twenty to 
thirty feet, the whole cliff being about one 
hundred and eighty above the level of the 
other ground. At the bottom of the slope 
lay numerous heavy square blocks of the 
limestone ; and upon these, as well as oii 
some of the smaller fragments, I observed 
impressions of fossil-shells. 
' Having finished my examination of this 
remarkable piece of land, which extends 
between four and five miles in an east and 
west direction, I went to meet Mr. Ross ; 
who reported, that, having walked three or 
four miles to the westward, he found the 
inlet terminate about two miles further in 
that direction. Having thus completed our. 
object, we set out on our return, and 
reached the boat at three P.M., after a walk 
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of twenty miles. The weather fortunately 
remaining extremely mild, no young ice 
was formed to obstruct our way, and we 
arrived on board at noon the following day, 
after an examination peculiarly satisfactory, 
inasmuch as it proved the non-existence of 
any water communication with the Polar 
Sea, however small and unfit .for the navi- 
gation of ships, to the southward of the 
Strait of the Fury and Hccla. The creek, 
whose extent to the westward we had lately 
determined, I named after Captain John 
QuiLLiAM, of the Royal Navy ; and the in- 
let, of which this is a continuation, was dis- 
tinguished by the name of Hooper Inlet, 
after my friend Mr. Hooper, purser of the 
Fury. 

I found from Captain Lyon on my returni 
that, in consequence of some ice coming in 
near the ships, (most probably that which 
had lately been dislodged from Richards' 
Bay,) he had shifted them round the point 
into the births where it was my intention to 
place them during the winter ; where they 
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now lay in from eleven to ihurteen fsithoms, 
at the distance of three cables* lengths from 
the shore. 

It was not till the afternoon of the dOth, 
that the whole was conipleted/ and the Fsry 
placed in the best birth for the winter that 
circumstances would permit. An early re- 
lease in the spring could here be scarcely 
expected, nor indeed did the nature of tibe 
ice about us, independently of situation, -al- 
low us to hope for it ; but both these un&- 
vourable circumstances had been brought 
about by a contingency which no human 
power or judgment could have obviated, 
and at which, therefore, it would have been 
unreasonable as well as useless to repine. 
We lay here in rather less than five fa- 
thoms, on a muddy bottom, at the distance 
of one cable's length from the eastern shore 
of ^e bay. 

The whole l^th of the canal we had 
sawed through, was four thousand three 
hundred and forty-three feet; the thickness 
of the ice, in th6 level and regular parts, 
being from twelve to fourteen inches, bat 
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in many places, where a separation had oc* 
cur red, amounting to several feet. I can- 
not suflSciently do justice to the cheerful 
alacrity with which the men continued this 
laborious work during thirteen days, the 
thermometer being frequently at zero, and 
once as low as — 9° in that interval. It 
was satisfactory, moreover, to find, that, in 
the performance of this, not a single addi- 
tion had been made to the sick-list of either 
ships, except by the accident of one man's 
falling into the canal, and who returned to 
his duty a day or two afterwards. 

While our people were thus employed, 
the Esquimaux had continued to make 
daily visits to the ships, driving down on 
sledges with their wives and children, and 
thronging on board in great numbers, as 
well to gratify their curiosity, of which 
they do not in general possess much, as to 
pick up whatever trifles we could afford to 
bestow upon them. These people were at 
all times ready to assist in any work that 
was going on, pulling on the ropes, heaving at 
the windlass, and sawing the ice, sometimes 
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for an hour together. They always accom- 
panied their exertions hy imitating the sai* 
lors in their peculiar manner of " singing 
out" when hauling, thus, at least, afibrding 
the latter constant amusement^ if not any 
very material assistance, during their Isl* 
hour. Among the numerous young people 
at Igloolik, there were some whose activity, 
on this and other occasions, particularly 
struck us. Of these I shall, at present, 
only mention two ; — Noogloo, an adopted 
son of Toolemak, and KbngUitk^ a brother 
of " John Bull." These two young men, 
who were from eighteen to twenty years of 
age, and stood five feet seven inches in 
height, displayed peculiar tact in acquiring 
our method of heaving at the windlass, an 
exercise at which Kohgolek became expert 
after an hour or two's practice. The coun- 
tenances of both were handsome and pre- 
possessing, and their hmbs well-formed and 
muscular; quaUties, which, combined with 
their activity and manliness, rendered theihi 
(to speak like a naturalist,) perhaps as fine 
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fipeGimem of the human race as almost miy 
oomitry can produce. 

Some of our Winter Island friends had 
now arrived also, being the party who left 
OS there towards the end of the preceding 
May, and whom we had aftervrards over- 
taken on their journey to the northward. 
They were certainly all very glad to see us 
again, and, throwing off the Esquimaux for 
a time, shook us heartUy by the hand, with 
(every demonstration of sincere delight. 
Ewerat^ in his quiet sensible way, which 
was always respectable, gave us a circum- 
stantial account of every event of his jour- 
ney. On his arrival at Orfilitteeweek, near 
which island we overtook him, he had bu- 
ried the greater part of his baggage under 
heaps of stones, the ice no longer being fit 
for dragging the sledge upon. Here also 
he was happily eased of a still greater 
burthen, by the death of his idiot boy, who 
<ihus Escaped the miseries to which a loi^r 
Mfe must, among these people, have ine^- 
tftbly exposed him. As lor that noisy litde 
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fellow, « Jobii,BulV' {Kooimtrnk.) he em^ 
ployed almost the whole of bisi ftra^ vivit ui 
askiiig every one, by nao^e, ** How d*ye do» 
Mr. so and so V a qHsstion which bad ob- 
tained him great credit among our p^ple 
at Winter Island. Being a very important 
little personage, he also took great pride in 
pointing out various contrivances on board 
the ships, and explaining to the other Es- 
quimaux their different uses, to which the 
latter did not fail to listen with all the at- 
tention due to so knowing an oracle. 

We had, for several days past, seen no 
birds near the ships^ except one or two ra- 
vens ; but those who had visited the huts 
had met with a covey or two of grouse in 
that neighbourhood, of which a few were 
killed by the Esquimaux with arrows. Mr. 
Edwards found, on examination, that these 
birds, and also one or two obtained in the 
summer, on the south shore of the strait, 
were not of the same species as those we 
had procured farther to the southward, the 
latter being the tetrao rupegtris^ and these 
the tetrao athu, (Pennant's Arct. ZooL) or 
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the willow-partridge of Heame. Two 
wolves had lately paid us some nocturnal 
visits, and the Esquimaux had killed seve- 
ral bears in the neighbourhood of the open 
water. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Preparations for the winter — Various meteorolo- 
gical phenomena to the close of the year 1822— 
Sickness among the Esquimaux — Meteorological 
phenomena to the end of March, 

November, — The measures now adopted 
for the security of the ships and their 
stores, for the maintenance of economy, 
cleanliness^ and health, and for the prosecu- 
tion of the various observations and expe- 
riments, being principally the same as those 
already detailed in the preceding winter's 
narrative, I shall be readily excused for 
passing them over in silence. 

It is worthy of notice, that each succeed- 
ing winter passed in these regions, had sug- 
gested to us the expediency of leaving our- 
masts, yards, sails, and rigging, more and 
more in their proper places than before: 
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and all that we now did was to strike the 
top-gallant yards and masts, unreeve the 
running-rigging, to prevent chafing by the 
wind, lay the small sails across the tops, 
and hang the spare spars over the side. It 
may, indeed, be safely affirmed, that in a 
high latitude, the less the masts and yards 
are dismantled the better, for the frost does 
no injury to the geer while it remains un- 
moved ; and none can possibly occur from 
tiuiwing till the proper season U)v refittii^ 
arrives. The boats were placed on the iee, 
about fifty yards from the ships-, and with 
their geer stowed in them^ closely covered 
with snow. 

The daily visits of the Esquimau:!^ to the 
ships throughout the winter afibrded, both 
to officers and men, a fund of constant va^ 
riety and never-failing amusement, ivdbiek 
no resources of our own could possibly 
have fumidbed. Our people were, hofr* 
ever, too well aware of the advantage they 
derived from the schools, not to bedesiroua 
of their re-establishmenty which accordingly 
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took place soon after our arrival at Igloo* 
lik ; and they were glad to continue this as 
their evening occupation during the six 
succeeding monthsu 

The year closed with the temperature of 
— 42°» the mean of the month of Decemhei 
having been 27^ 8', which» taken in con*^ 
neidon with that of November, led us to 
expect a severe winter. 

About the middle of the month of De-' 
cember several of the Esquimaux had 
moved from the huts £it Igloolik, some 
taking up their quartet on the ice at a 
considerable distance to the north-west, and 
the rest about a mile outside the summer 
station of the tents. At the close of the 
yeaar from fifty to sixty individuals had thus 
decamped, their object beii^, Uke that ef 
other savages on terrek firmd^ to iacreaAe 
their means of subsistence by oovforing 
more ground; their movem^ita were ai> 
ranged so quietly that we seldom heard of 
their intentions till they were gone. A^ 
the new stations they lived entirely in huts 
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of snow; and the northerly and easterly 
winds were considered by them as most 
favourable for their fishing, as these served 
to bring in the loose ice, on which they prin- 
cipally kill the walruses. At the distant 
station, however, which was farther removed 
from clear water, their principal dependence 
was on the neitieky which is taken by watch- 
ing at the holes made by that animal in the 
ice. Abreast of Igloolik the clear water 
was not, with ^ westerly wind, more than 
three miles distant from the land, and a dark 
water-sky continued accurately to define its 
position and extent. 

' Towards the latter end of January, 1823, 
the accounts from the huts, as well from the 
Esquimaux as from our own people^ con- 
curred in stating that the number of the 
sick, as well as the seriousness of their 
complaints, was rapidly increasing there. 
We had indeed scarcely heard of the illness 
of a woman named Kei-mdo-seukf who, it 
seemed, had lately miscarried, when an ac- 
count arrived of her death. She was one 
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of the two wives of Ooyarra, one of Captain 
Lyon's fellow-travellers in the summer, 
who huried her in the snow, ahout two 
hundred yards from the huts, placing slabs 
of the same perishable substance over the 
body, and cementing them by pouring a 
little water in the interstices. Such an in- 
terment was not likely to be a very secure 
one, and, accordingly, a few days afler, the 
hungry dogs removed the snow, and de- 
voured the body. 

Captain Lyon gave me the following ac- 
count of the death and burial of another 
poor woman and her child : — 

" The mother, Poo-too-alook, was about 
thirty-five years of age, the child about 
three years — yet not weaned, and a female ; 
there was also another daughter, Shega, 
about twelve or thirteen years of age, who,- 
as well as her ^sither, was a most attentive 
nurse. My hopes were but small, as far as 
concerned the mother, but the child was 
so patient that I hoped, from its docility, 
soon to accustom it to soups and nourishing 
foody as its only complaint was actual star- 



l-d-S SECOND VOTA«£ VO& XJQE DISCOVERT 

vation. I screened off a portion of tny ca- 
bin, and arranged some bedding for them, 
in the same manner as the Esquimaux dp 
their own. Warm broth, dry bedding, and 
a comfortable cabin did wond^rj). before 
evening, and our medical men gave me 
gr^at hopes. As an introduction to a ^jbt 
tern of cleanliness, and preparatory to waji^h- 
ing the siqk, who were in a most filthy state» 
I 9crubbed Shega and her father fromi head 
to foot, and dressed them in new clothei|.. 
During the night I persuaded both mot^r 
and child, who were very re&dess,^ and QpiK 
stantly moaning, to take a few spoonfulsf of 
soup. On the morning of the ^ith^ the 
woman appeared considerably improved^ 
and she both spoke ai¥i at^ a Uttlef 4ui 
sihe was covered wiija, so thick a coai^ng of 
dkt that it could b^ taken off i^v pc^jli^ 
I obtained her assent to wash her &q$ ^d 
haf^ds a little before noon. The man and 
hi» daughter now came to my tablj^ to look 
at some, things 1 had laid out to wbqu^, 
them i and aft^r a few minutes Sheg^ Uft^ 
th^ curtain to look ^ b«r mother^ wh«n fj^ 
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again let it fell and tremblingly told us sbe 
was dead. 

" The husband sighed heavily, the daugh- 
ter burst into tears, and the poor little in- 
fant made the moment more distressing by 
calling in a plaintive tone on its mother, by 
whose side it was lying. I determined on 
burying the woman on shore, and the bus*- 
band was much pleased at my promising 
that the body should be drawn on a sledge 
by men instead of dogs; for, to our horror, 
Takkeelikkeeta had told me that dogs had 
eaten part of Keimooseuk, and, that when 
he left the huts with his wife one was de- 
vouring the body as he passed it. 

" Takkeelikkeeta now prepared to dress 
the dead body, and in the first place, stop> 
ped his nose with deer's hair, and put on 
his gloves, seeming unwilling that his 
naked hand should come in contact with 
the corpse. I observed, in this oceapation, 
his care that every article of dress should 
be as carefully placed as when his wife wtts 
Hving, imd having drawn the boots on the 
Wtoiig liegB, he pulled them off again and 
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put them properly. This ceremony finish- 
ed, the deceased was sewed up in a ham- 
mock, and, at the husband's urgent request, 
her face was left uncovered. An officer 
who was present at the time agreed with 
me in fancying that the man, from his 
words and actions, intimated a wish that 
the living child might be inclosed with its 
mother. We may have been mistaken, but 
there is an equal probability that we were 
right in our conjecture; for, according to 
Crantz and Egede, the Greenlanders were 
in the habit of burying their motherless in- 
fants, from a persuasion that they must 
otherwise starve to death, and also from 
being unable to bear the cries of the little 
ones while lingering for several days with- 
out sustenance ; for no woman will give 
them any share of their milk, which they 
consider as the exclusive property of their 
own offspring. My dogs being care&lly 
tied up at the man's request, a party of our 
people, accompanied by me, drew the body 
to the shore, where we made a grave, about 
a foot deep, being unable to get lower on 
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account of the frozen earth. The body 
was placed on its back, at the husband's re- 
quest, and he then step|>ed into the grave 
and cut all the stitches of the hammock^ 
although without throwing it open, seeming 
to imply that the dead should be left un- 
confined. I laid a woman's knife by the 
side of the body, and we filled up the grave; 
over which we also piled a quantity of 
heavy stones, which no animal could re- 
move. When all was done, and we re- 
turned to the ship, the man lingered a few 
minutes behind us and repeated two or 
three sentences^ as if addressing himself 
to his departed wife ; he then silently fol- 
lowed. We found Shega quite composed, 
and attending her little sister, between 
whose eye-brows she had made a spot 
with soot, which I learned was because 
being unweaned it must certainly die; 
During the night my little charge called 
on its mother without intermission, yet the 
father slept as soundly until morning as if 
nothing had happened. 

" All who saw my patient on the mom- 
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of. Dinner being over, I received thanks 
for burying the woman ia sucli a way that 
' neither wolves, dogs, nor foxes could dig 
her up and eat her,' for all were full of the 
story of Keimooseuk, and even begged 
some of our officers to go to Igloolik and 
shoot the offending dogs. A young woman 
named Ablik, sister to Ooyarra, was in- 
duced afler much entreaty and a very 
large present of beads, to offer her breast 
to the sick child, but the poor little crea- 
ture pushed it angrily away. Another wo- 
man was asked to do the same, but although 
her child was half weaned she flatly re- 
fined. 

" The aunt of my little one seeming 

■Bikious to rcmuin, anA Shega being now 

alone, I invited ber to stop tjie night. In 

the evening the child took meat and jelly, 

1 tst up to help itself, but it soon after 

i Ha melandioly cry for its mother. 

f had retired to sleep, yet 

-ssionally, and on 

'akkeelikkeeta 

^tly at bit 
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child. I endeavoured to compose him, 
and he promised to go to bed ; but hearing 
him again sighing in a few minutes, I went 
and found the poor infant was dead, and 
that its father had been some time aware of 
it He now told me it had seen its mother 
the last time it called on her, and that she had 
beckoned it to Khil-la, (Heaven,) on which 
it instantly died. He said it was 'good' 
that the child was gone, that no children 
out-lived their mothers, and that the black 
spot which Shega had frequently renewed, 
was quite sufficient to insure the death of 
the infant. 

" My party made a hearty breakfast on 
the 26th, and I observed they did not scru- 
ple to lay the vessel containing the meat on 
the dead child, which I had wrapped in a 
blanket; and this unnatural table excited 
neither disgust nor any other feeling amongst 
them more than a block of wood could have 
done. We now tied up all the dogs, as 
Takkeelikkeeta desired, and took the child 
about a quarter of a mile astern of the shipsi 
to bury it in the snow; for the father as«> 
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sured me tbat her mother would cry in her 
grave if any weight of stones or earth 
pressed on her infant. She herself, he 
feared, had already felt pain from the mo- 
nument of stones which we had laid upon 
her. The snow in which we dug the child's 
grave was not above a foot deep, yet we 
were not allowed to cut into the ice, or even 
use any slabs of it in constructing the little 
tomb. The body, wrapped in a blanket and 
having the face uncovered, being placed, the 
father put the slings by which its deceased 
mother had carried it, on the right side, and 
in compliance with the Esquimaux custom 
of burying toys and presents with their 
dead, I threw in some beads. A few loose 
slabs of snow were now placed so as to 
cover, without touching, the body, and with 
this very slight sepulchre the father was 
contented, although a fox could have dug 
through it in half a minute. We, however, 
added more snow, and cemented all by 
pouring about twenty buckets of water, 
which were brought from the ship^ on every 
part of the mound. I remarked, that be- 

o2 
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fore our task was completed the man turned 
and walked quietly to the ships. 

'< During the two last days, I obtained 
some information with respect to mourning 
ceremonies, or at all events such as related 
to the loss of a mother of a £amily ; three 
days were to be passed by the survivors 
without their walking out on the ice, per- 
forming any kind of work, or even having 
any thing made for them. Washing is out 
of the question with Esquimaux at most 
times, but now I was not allowed to per- 
form the necessary ablutions of their hands 
and faces, however greasy or dirty they 
might be made by their food; the girl's 
hair was not to be put in pig-tails, and 
every thing was neglected; Takkeelikkeeta 
was not to go sealing until the summer. 
With the exception of an occasional sigh 
from the man, there were no more signs of 
grief; our mourners ate, drank, and were 
merry, and no one would have supposed 
they ever had wife, mother, or sister. When 
the three days, and it is singular that such 
should be the time, were expired, the man 
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was to visit the grave ; and having talked 
with his wife, all duties were to be con- 
sidered as over. The 28th was our third 
day, but a heavy northerly gale and thick 
drift prevented our visiting the grave. The 
29th, although not fine, was more moderate, 
and I accompanied him at an early hour. 
Arriving at the grave, he anxiously walked 
up to it and carefully sought for foot-tracks 
on the snow, but finding none, repeated to 
himself, * No wolves, no dogs, no foxes, 
thank ye, thank ye.* He now began a con* 
versation, which he directed entirely to the 
grave, as if addressing his wife. He called 
her twice by name, and twice told her how 
the wind was blowing, looking at the same 
time in the direction from whence the drif): 
was coming. He next broke forth into a 
low monotonous chaunt, and, keeping his 
eyes fixed on the grave, walked slowly 
round it in the direction of the sun four or 
five times, and at each circuit he stopped a 
few moments at the head. His song was, 
however, uninterrupted. At the expiration 
of about eight minutes be stopped, and 
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turning suddenly round to me, exclaimed, 
^ Tugnd^ (that's enough,) and began walk- 
ing back to the ship. In the song he 
chaunted I could frequently distinguish the 
word Kiyyenna^ (thank you,) and it was oc- 
casionally coupled with the Kabloonas. Two 
other expressions, both the names of the 
spirits or familiars of the Annatko, Toole- 
mak, were used a few times ; but the whole 
of the other words were perfectly unintel- 
ligible to me. 

. << I now sent Shega and her father home, 
well clothed and in good case. The week 
they had passed on board was sufficient 
time to have gained them the esteem of 
every one, for they were the most quiet in- 
offensive beings I ever met with ; and, to their 
great credit, they never once begged. The 
man was remarkable for his extraordinary 
fondness for treacle, sugar, salt, acids, and 
spruce-beer, which the others of the trib^ 
could not even smell without disgust ; and 
he walked about to the different messes in 
hopes of being treated with these delicacies. 
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Shega was a timid well-behaved girl, and 
generally remained eating in my cabin, for 
I am confident of speaking far within 
boimds when I say she got through eight 
pounds of solids per diem. As far as gra- 
titude could be shown by Esquimaux, 
which is saying * koyenna' on receiving a 
present, my friends were sensible of the at- 
tentions I had shown them." 

. March 5tk, — The Esquimaux were about 
this time rather badly off for food, in conse- 
quence of the winds having of late been un- 
favourable for their fishery ; but this had only 
occurred two or three times in the course of 
the winter, and never so much as to occasion 
any great distress. It is certain, indeed, 
that the quantity of meat which they pro- 
cured between the 1st of October and the 1st 
of April, was sufficient to have furnished 
about double the population of working 
people, who were moderate eaters, and had 
any idea of providing for a future day ; but 
to individuals whp can de^iolisb four or five 
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pounds at a sitting, and at least ten in the 
course of a day,* and who never bestow a 
thought on to-morrow, at least with the 
view to provide for it by economy, there is 
scarcely any supply which could secure 
them from occasional scarcity. It is highly 
probable, that the alternate feasting and 
i&sting to which the gluttony and improvi* 
dence of these people so constantly subject 

* Lest it should be thought that this account is ex- 
aggerated, I may here state/ that, as a matter of curio- 
sity, we one day tried how much a lad, scarcely full 
grown, would, if freely supplied, consume in this way* 
The under-mentioned articles were weighed before 
being given to him : he was twenty hours in getting 
through them, and certainly did not consider the 

quantity extraordinary. 

lb. oz. 

Sea-horse flesh, hard frozen ... 4 4 
Ditto, boiled ..••44 
Bread and bread-dust 1 12 



Total of solids • . 10 4 
The fluids were in fair proportion, viz. — 

Rich gravy-soup . • • . 1 J pint^ 

Raw spirits 3 wine glasses^ 

Strong grog 1 tumbles 

Water •••••.•• 1 gallon 1 pint. 
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them, may have occasioned many of the 
complaints that proved fatal during the 
winter; and on this account we hardly 
knew whether to rejoice or not at the 
general success of their fishery. Certain 
it is, that on a particular occasion of great 
plenty, one or two individuals were seen 
lying in the huts so distended by the 
quantity of meat they had eaten, that 
they were unable to move, and were 
sufiPering considerable pain arising solely 
from this cause. Indeed it is difficult to 
assign any other probable reason for the 
lamentable proportion of deaths that took 
place during our stay at Igloolik; whilci 
during a season of nearly equal severity^ 
and of much greater privation as to food, 
at Winter Island, not a single death oc4 
curred. Notwithstanding their general 
plenty, there were times in the course of 
this winter, as well as the last, when our 
bread-dust was of real service to them, and 
they were always particularly desirous of 
obtaining it for their younger children. 
They distinguished this kind of food by the 
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name of kan)lbrbdt, and biscuit or soft bread 
by that of shegiUdk, the literal meaning of 
which terms we never could discover, but 
supposed them to have some reference to 
their respective qualities. 
J Our lengthened acquaintance with the 
Esquimaux and their language, which a 
second winter passed among them afforded, 
gave us an opportunity of occasionally ex- 
plaining to them in some measure in what 
direction our country lay, and of giving 
them some idea of its distance, climate, 
population, and productions. It was widi 
extreme difficulty that these people had 
imbibed any correct idea of the superiority 
of rank possessed by some individuals 
lunong us ; and when at length they came 
into this idea, they naturally measured our 
respective importance by the riches they 
supposed each to possess. The ships they 
considered, as a matter of course, to belong 
to Captain Lyon and myself, and on this ac- 
count distinguished them by the names of 
Lyon-oomiak and Paree-oomiak ; but they 
believed that the boats and other parts of 
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the furniture were the property of various 
other individuals among us ; they were, 
therefore, not a little surprised to be seri- 
ously assured^ that neither the one nor the 
other belonged to any of us, but to a much 
richer and more powerful person, to whom 
we all paid respect and obedience, and at 
whose command we had come to visit and 
enrich the Innuees, Ewerat, on account, of 
his steadiness and intelligence, as well as 
the interest with which he listened to any 
thing relating to KahhonaSj was particu- 
larly fit to receive information of this na- 
ture; and a general chart of the Atlantic 
Ocean, and of the lands on each side, im- 
mediately conveyed to his mind an idea of 
the distance we had come, and the direction 
in which our home lay. This and similar 
information was received by Ewerat and 
his wife with the most eager astonishment 
and interest, not merely displayed in the 
" hei-ya!" which constitutes the usual ex- 
tent of Esquimaux admiration, but evi- 
dently enlarging their notions respecting 
the other parts of the world, and creating 
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in them ideas which could never before 
have entered their minds. By way of try^ 
ing their inclinations, I asked them if they 
would consent to leave their own country, 
and taking with them tlfeir children, go to 
live in ours, where they would see no more 
Innuees, and never eat any more seal or 
walrus. To all this they willingly agreed, 
and with an earnestness that left no doubt 
of their sincerity; Togolat adding, in an 
emphatic manner, ** Shagloo ooagoot nao" 
(we do not tell a falsehood,) an expression 
of peculiar force among them. The eager- 
ness with which they assented to this pro- 
posal made me almost repent my curiosity^ 
and I was glad to get out of the scrape by 
saying, that the great personage of whom I 
had spoken would not be pleased at ray 
taking them home, without having first ob- 
tained his permission. Information of the 
kind alluded to was subsequently given to 
many of the other Esquimaux, some of 
whom could at length pronounce the name 
of " King George," so as to be toleraUy 
intelligible. 



or A KORTH-WEST PA3SA0S. 205 

The weather was now so pleasant, and 
the temperature in the sun so comfortahle 
to the feelings, when a shelter could be 
found from the wind, that we set up various 
games for the people, such as cricket, foot- 
ball, and quoits, which some of them played 
for many hours during the day. There is 
a certain sallowness in the looks of people 
living much by candle-light, which was 
always very perceptible in our officers and 
men during the winter, but which wore off 
generally with the returning spring. The 
sun now, indeed, began to be somewhat 
glaring and oppressive to the eyes on first 
coming into daylight ; spid before the end 
of March, some crape was issued to be 
worn as veils, a protection of which most 
persons were already glad to avail them- 
selves. A thermometer, exposed to the 
sun on the south side of the observatory 
on the 14th, indicated +18°, while another, 
suspended freely without any shelter from 
the wind, stood at zero, that in the shade 
being at —9° at the time. 

At the close of the month of March we 
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were glad to find that its mean temperature, 
being — 19.75°, when taken in conjunction 
with those of January and February, ap- 
peared to constitute a mild winter for this 
latitude. There were, besides, some other 
circumstances which served to distinguish 
this winter from any preceding one we had 
passed in the ice. One of the most remarka- 
able of these was the frequent occurrence of 
hard well-defined clouds, a feature we had 
hitherto considered as almost unknown in 
the winter sky of the Polar regions. It is 
not improbable, that these may have, in 
part, owed their origin to a large extent of 
sea, keeping open^to the south-eastward 
throughout the winter, though they not 
only occurred with the wind from that quar- 
ter, but also with the colder weather, usu- 
ally accompanying north-westerly breezes. 
About the time of the sun*s re-appearance, 
and for a week or two after it, these clouds 
were not more a subject of admiration tons, 
on account of their novelty, than from the 
glowing richness of the tints with which 
they w^re adorned. It is, indeed, scarcely 
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possible for nature, in any climate, to pro- 
duce a sky exhibiting greater splendouv 
and richness of colouring, than we at times 
experienced in the course of this springa 
The edges of the clouds near the sun oflen 
presented a fiery, or burning appearance, 
while the opposite side of the heavens was 
distinguished by a deep purple about the 
horizon, gradually softening upwards into a 
warm, yet delicate rose-colour, of incon- 
ceivable beauty. These phenomena have 
always impressed us the most forcibly about 
die time of the sun's permanent setting, and 
that of his re-appearance, especially the lat- 
ter, and have invariably furnished a parti- 
cular subject of conversation to us at those 
periods; but I do not know whether this is 
to be attributed so much to the colouring 
of the sky, exactly at the times alluded to, 
as to our habit of setting on every enjoy- 
ment a value proportioned to its scarceness 
and novelty. Besides the colouring of the 
clouds, just mentioned, I also observed five 
or six times, in the^ course of the springs 
those more rare and delicate tints, to whidi 
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allusion has already been made in this Nar- 
rative, and twice in that of the preceding 
voyage. This peculiarity, in which I now 
observed no difference from those of the 
same kind before described, would probably 
have been oftener seen, but for the glare of 
the sun upon the eyes in viewing an object 
so near it. Perhaps it has also been seen 
in other climates; here it is, I believe, most 
frequent in the spring, and I have never 
noticed it after the summer temperature 
has commenced. 

Shortly after the sun's re-appearance, it 
not unfrequently happened about noon, that 
a part of the low shore to the southward of 
the ships appeared, by the effect of refrac- 
tion, to be raised and separated, forming 
a long narrow streak of a dark colour^ 
like a cloud, suspended a few minutes 
above the land, in a position nearly hori- 
zontal. 

In this case the land, or other distant 
objects, may be seen over them, though 
there is near them always a mistiness, to 
which they perhaps owe their origin. Al- 



OF A N0ETH-WE8T 7ABSA0B. 209 

though, however, the winter atmosphere of 
these regions is seldom free from number- 
less minute particles of snow, which are 
abundantly deposited upnn any thing left in 
the open air, yet it was not observable, ex- 
cept in some cases of snow-drift, that par- 
1ieli& were more frequent or distinct when 
this deposit was the greatest, than when 
the atmosphere was comparatively clear, 
though, in the latter case, they are always, 
to appearance, most distant. Parhelia oc- 
cur most frequently, and exhibit the great- 
est intensity of light, at low altitudes of the 
sun. This is often particularly observable 
in the short days, when these phenomena 
assume a very brilliant appearance soon 
afler suniisc, decrease in splendour towards 
noon, and resume their brightness as the 
sun descends towards tlifi liorizon ; conti- 
nuing, however, distinctly visible the whole 
time, and being sotnetimes accompanied by 
II. less perfect halo undergoing cor- 
Vfiations. 

ttity observed in ' 
ivpaxttnce uf t^ 
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Borealis, and the extraordinary poorness of 
its display whenever it did make its appear- 
ance. It was almost invariably seen to the 
southward, between an E.S.E. and a W.S. W. 
bearing, generally low, the stationary patches 
of it having a tendency to form an irregular 
arch, and not unfrequently with corusca- 
tions shooting towards the zenith. When 
more diffused it still kept, in general, 
on the southern side of the zenith; but 
never exhibited any of those rapid and 
complicated movements observed in the 
course of the preceding winter,. nor indeed 
any feature that renders it necessary to at- 
tempt a particular description. The elec- 
trometer was frequently tried by Mr, Fisher, 
at times when the state of the atmosphere 
appeared the most favourable, but always 
without any sensible effect being produced 
on the gold leaf. 

The difference in the temperature of the 
day and night began to be sensible as early 
as the first week in March, and the daily 
range of the thermometer increased consi- 
derably from that time. The increase in the 
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average temperature of the atmosphere, 
however, is extremely slow in these regions, 
long after the sun has attained a considera- 
ble meridian altitude ; but this is in some 
degree compensated by the inconceivable 
rapidity with which the days seem to 
lengthen when once the sun has re-ap- 
peared. There is, indeed, no change which 
continues to excite so much surprise as that 
from almost constant darkness to constant 
day; and this is of course the more sudden 
and striking in proportion to the height of 
the latitude. Even in this comparatively 
low parallel the change seemed sufficiently 
remarkable ; for soon after the middle of 
March, only ten weeks after die sun's re- 
appearance above the horizon, a bright twi- 
light appeared at midnight in the northern 
heavens. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Various journeys to the Esqtdmaux stations — ill- 
ness and decease of Mr. Alexander Elder — 
Preparations for the HeckCs return to England 
— Remarkable halos, Sfc. — Shooting parties stof 
tioned at Arlagnuk — Journeys to QuiUiam 

Creek — Arrival of Esquimaux from the north' 
ward — Account of a journey to the westward 

for the purpose of reaching the Polar Sea — The 

Esquimaux report two fishing-ships having been 

. wrecked — A journey performed to Cockbum 

Island'^Discovery of Murray MaxweU inlet. 

About the first and second weeks in April, 
the Esquimaux were in the habit of coming 
up the inlet, to the southward of the ships, 
to kill the neitieki or small seal, which 
brings forth its young at this season, and 
probably retires into sheltered places for 
that purpose. Besides the old se^, which 
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were taken in the manner before eiiplained, 
the Esquimaux also caught a great number 
of young ones, by fastening a hook to the 
end of a staff, and hooking them up from ike 
seal-hole after the mother had been killed. 
Our large fish-hooks were useful to them 
for this purpose, and the beautiful silvery 
skins of these young animals were occa- 
sionally brought to the ships as articles of 
barter : those of the foetus of iiheneitiek Bate 
more yellow than the others, and, indeed, 
both in colour and texture, very much re- 
semble raw silk. 

We could at this season just make out 
that a stone was here and there more per- 
ceptible on shore than during the winter, 
owing to the tops of them being uncovered 
by the sun's rays ; but this was the only 
change that could be observed. We had 
frequent occasion to notice, about this time^ 
that a copious deposit of snow-crystals, of a 
large size, and of a beautiful aborescent 
form, took place every night, as soon as the 
temperature' of the atmosphere fell some 
degrees below that of the day, just as the 
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dew &lls in temperate climates. Oa the 
13th a grouse was observed upon the rub* 
bish-heap. alongside the Hecla. 

^t is now once more my painful duty 
to record an afflicting visrliatioi!^ of Provi- 
dence, which took plao^ among us on the 
morning of the 15th, in the death of Mr. 
Alexander Elder, Greenland mate of the 
Hecla. He bad compUuned oa several dif- 
feretot occasions in. the course of this and 
the preceding winter, of pij^nKMiary affec- 
tions, to. which p^riiaps. a full hfibit of body- 
may, in some degree, have c(»itributed. 
His disease was now, however, a confirmed 
dropsy, which, having attacked the region 
of the heart, i^apidly terminated his exists 
ence. Mr. Elder had served in the th]^^ 
successive Expeditions employed £ot thfs 
discovery of s^ North- West Pasftage, and^ as 
a; reward for his good condi^, bad b^^l^ 
raised from the situatiop of le^sdiog-'miv^ to 
that of mate, in which \9fi% cajp^BK^ity he 
served both in the Griper ^d the Q^^ 
He di^d muph regretted by vumy ^ the 
officers and m^n, lyho had known hw aev9- 



OF A NORTH*WSftT PAdSAGS* 215 

ral years, and by none more deeply than 
myself. Most sincerely, indeed, do I lament 
the occasion which demands from me this 
tribute, due to the memory of an actiae 
and valuable seaman, as well as an honest 
and upright man. His remains were c(Hn-? 
mitted to the ground near the Observatory, 
with all the solemnity that the occasion der 
manded, and a tomb of stones, with a hand- 
soise tomb-stone,, raised over the grave. • 

The first ducks noticed by the Esqui- 
maux were mentiooed to us on the 16th| 
and a few days afterwards immense flocks 
appeared, all of the king-duck species, 
about the open water near the margin of 
the ice, but our distance from this was so 
great, that we never saw any of them, and 
the weather wa& yet too cold, to station a 
shooting party in that neighbourhood* 
Dovekies were now also numerous, and a gull 
OK twQ,, of the silvery species, had been seen* 

Qa the ^Oth^: after divine service, I took 
the opportuiHty of Captain Lyon and his 
peo]^ being on board the Fury, to commu- 
nicate to the aasembled officers and ships' 
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companies my intentions respecting the fti- 
ture movements of the Expedition ; at the 
same time requesting Captain Lyon to fur- 
nish me with a list of any of the Hecla's 
men that might volunteer to remain out, as 
it woiild be necessary to fill up, or perhaps 
even to increase, the complement of the 
Fury. 

Our preparations were, therefore, imme-^ 
diately commenced, a twelve months' pro- 
vision and other stores being received by 
the Fury, and various necessary exchanges 
made in anchors, cables, and boats ; and in 
the course of a single fortnight, the whole 
of these were transported from, ship to ship 
without any exposure or labour to the men 
outside their respective ships, our invalua- 
ble dogs having performed it for us with 
astonishing ease and expedition. It was a 
curious sight to watch these useful animals 
walking off with a bower-anchor, a boat, or 
a topmast, without any difficulty; and it 
may give some idea of what they are able 
to perform, to state, that nine dogs of Cap- 
tain Lyon's dragged sixteen hundred and 
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eleven pounds, a distance of seventeen hun- 
dred and fifty yards in nine minutes, aiid 
that they worked in a similar way between 
the ships for seven or eight hours a day. 
The road was, however, very good at this 
time, and the dogs the best that could be 
procured. 

The wind settling to the southward for a 
few days near the end of April,' brought an 
increased, and, to us, a comfortable degree 
of warmth ; and it was considered an event 
of some interest, that the snow, which fell 
on the 29th, dissolved as it lay on our 
decks, being the first time that it had done 
so this season. We now also ventured to 
take off some of the hatches for an hour or 
two in the day, and to admit some fresh air, 
a luxury which we had not known for six 
months. The Esquimaux, about this time, 
began to separate more than before, accord- 
ing to their usual custom in the spring; 
some of them, and especially our Winter 
Island acquaintance, setting off to the little 
islands called Ooglit, and those in our neigh- 
bourhood removing to the north-east end of 
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Igloolik, to a peninsula c^ed Kei^tA-tmr'^ 
tuoke, to which the open water was some- 
what nearer. These people now becanie 
so much incommoded by the melting of 
tbeir snow huts, that they were obliged to 
substitute skins as the roofs« retaining, 
however, the sides and part of the passages 
of the original habitations. These demi- 
tepts were miserable enough while in this 
state, some of the snow continually falling 
in, and the floor being constantly wet by 
its thawing. 

Some of our gentlemen, on going out on 
tfa0 19th to Arlagnuk, where a piait oC the 
Esquimaux still remained, found that the 
^en. waiter had now approached the shore 
tl^re within three-quarters, of a mile, and 
that the ducks were more numerous than 
befoi^e. They succeeded in kiUing some of 
these, and OoyarraseOt who proved a most 
^tive« intelligent, and obliging yquiig man, 
iiaw9iediately carried down bis canoe to try 
t0 pick them up, but without; success, the 
sw«U being so considerably; at dbe n^rgin 
of the ice that, though he a^lPAged to 
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lauAch. her, he ecmid not steady her suffi- 
eiently to get^ i«to the hole. H« explained 
at thct B9rm tm»f Ihat m snuch cases, and 
lyhea veary dei^roUa of gejfcting out, they 
sometuoes lafh tw0 canoes together, to give 
the requiaitd stability. Some long-tailed 
ducks were noticed by the Esquimaux on 
the ^Ist, at which time some silvery guUs 
W^ve more frequently seen than before, but 
th^y were not numerous* Oq the 22d the 
Gfquimaux obs^ved, for the first time this 
sea3o«, the tracks. of two deer; and the 
snpw-buntings, which are usually some of 
tbe earliest yisitants to these regions in the 
spring, began now to appear in fiocks ; but 
il was seldj[Hn that a stray bird of any kind 
was to be se^Ei m the neighbourhood of the 
ships. 

Oik th0 ^^th, Captain Lyon went ou^oa 
his pledge to Arlagnuk, and succeeded is 
killing fourteen pair of king-ducks, a part 
of which only the Esquimaux, who picked 
thepi up in their canoes, thought proper to 
return^ sn^veting the rest ^x their own usew 
Findiog that nothing but a boat waa want- 
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ing to ensure us a supply of ducks from 
time to time, we now sent a party with an 
officer, and our small boats from each ship, 
these being carried on sledges to Arlagnuk; 
where our shooting parties were established 
close to the open water, which extended 
from thence to the; south-eastward, as far 
as the eye could reach. 

Favourable as the first part of the month 
of May had appeared, with respect to tem- 
perature, its close was by no means -equally 
promising, and on the 1st of June, at two 
A.M., the thermometer stood at +8^, 
This unusually low temperature, much ex- 
ceeding in severity any thing we had. ex- 
perienced at Melville Island at the same 
season, rendered it necessary to defer for 
a time a journey which it was prc^posed 
that Captain Lyon should undertake, across 
the'^land to the westward at the head of 
QuiUiam Creek, and thence, by meana of 
the ice, along the shores of the Polar Sea, 
in the direction towards Akkoolee. The 
object of this journey, like that of most of 
the others which had been performed in 
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various directions, was to acquire all the in- 
forniation within our reach, of those parts 
of the continental coast to which the ships 
were denied access; and it was hoped, that 
at the coming season some judgment might 
be formed of the probable state of the ice 
along that shore in the summer, by which 
the future movements of the Fury might be 
influenced. Captain Lyon was to be ac- 
companied by two men, and a complete 
supply of every kind for a month's tra- 
velling was to be drawn on a sledge by t^i 
excellent dogs, which he had taken great 
pains to procure and train for such occa- 
sions. As I was desirous of ascertaining, 
beyond any doubt, the identity of the Kke- 
migi to which I had sailed in the autumn, 
with that seen by Captain Lyon on his jour- 
ney with the Esquimaux, I determined to ac- 
company the travellers on my sledge as far 
as the head of Quilliam Creek, and by vic- 
tualling them thus far on their journey, 
enable them to gain a day or two's re- 
sources in advance. Another object which 
I had in view was to endeavour to find a 



S22 SeCOKD VOTAGS FOR THfi DISCOVHRY 

lake mentioned by Toolemak ; who as»uifed 
me that if I could dig holes in the ice, 
which was five feet thick, plenty of large 
salmon might be caught with hoots, an ex- 
periment which seemed at least weU worth 
the trying. • 

Our first shooting parties, being relieved 
on the 5th, brought with them a hundred 
and twenty duoks^ which, as well as all 
other game that might be procured this 
season except venison, I directed to be 
served as an extra allowance td the officers 
and men. These proved the more accept- 
able in consequence of our usual supjAy of 
the hearts, livers, and kidneys of the walrus 
having lately failed, the Esquimaux having 
little or none to spare. So accu6t(»ned 
had we been, indeed, to this supply, Uiat 
the sudden failure of it was esteemed a 
greater loss than we could have supposed 
possible a twelvemonth before. 

On the 7th, the weather being more fa- 
vourable than before, Captain Lyon and 
myself set out to the westward at half-past 
eleven A.M., and the ice proving level. 



reached Kbemig at half-past five ; when it 
was satisfactory to find that the route fol- 
lowed by Captain Lyon on his journey with 
Toolemak, was precisely that which I had 
supposed, every feature of the land, of which 
the fog had before scarcely allowed him a 
glimpse, being now easily recognised and 
every difficulty cleared up, Continuil^ 
our journey among the Coxe Islands till 
seven o'clock, we landed upon one of them, 
and were not sorry to find abundance of 
water on every rock, thou^ on the loose 
soil of the land about the ships, none had 
yet appeared. Proceeding at eight A.M. 
on the 6th, we soon met with numerous 
tracks of deer upon the ice, which, together 
with the seals that lay in great numbers 
near their holes, eicpedited our journey 
very considerably, the dogs frequently set- 
dug off at full gallop on sniffing one of 
them. liandiug at tbe head of Quilliam 
Creek at half-past one, we took up an ad- 
vantageous position for looking about us, in 
order to determine on the direction of Cap- 
tain Lyon's route over land, which all the 
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Esquimaux concurred in representing as a 
laborious one. The land is. here almost 
entirely high, a range of lofty hills stretch* 
ing in a north-west and south-east direction 
at .the back of the creek, and interceptii^ 
the view to the westward. Much of this 
rugged land had now lost its snow, and the 
only route that seemed practicable for a 
sledge was in about a S.b.E. direction, at 
the foot of the hills, which appeared, after- 
wards, to take a more westerly turn. We 
met with several rein-deer immediately on 
our landing ; and while in pursuit of them 
Captain Lyon discovered a .lake two or 
three miles long and a quarter of a mile 
broad, a short distance from the tents, 
which we concluded to be that of which I 
was in search. As some of our party were 
suffering from snow-blindness, and, what is 
scarcely less painful, severe inflammation of 
the whole face, occasioned by the. heat of 
the sun, we remained here for the,. rest of 
this day to make our final arrai^ments. 

At nine A.M. on the 9th we struck the 
tents, and Captain . Lyon set off to the 
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southward^ while we drove over to the 
lake, which is one mile N.N.W. of the 
head of the creek, and after three or four 
hours' labour completed a hole through 
the ice, which was very dark-coloured| 
brittle, and transparent, and, as Toole- 
mak had said, about five feet thick. The 
water, which was eleven fathoms deep) 
flowed up within a couple of inches of the 
surface, over which lay a covering of snow 
eighteen inches in depth. In confident 
hope of now obtaining some &h. we pre 
ceeded exactly according to Toolemak'i^ 
instructions ; but, after four-and-twenty 
hours' trial at all depths, not even a single 
nibble rewarded our labour ; so that, after 
obtaining observations, which gave the lati- 
tude of the head of the creek 69° 83' 20", 
and its longitude 1° 33' U" W. of the Fury, 
we set off on our return down the creek on 
the 10th. 

Coasting the south shore, on which I 
wished to obtain observations and angles 
for the survey, we the next day entered a 
small bay where we pitched our tent ; our 

VOL. IV. a 
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whole party being so snow-blind with en- 
deavouring to distinguish the land from 
the ice, (so entirely were both covered with 
snow,) that we could literally no longer 
muster one eye among three of us to direct 
the sledge. I found a handkerchief tied 
close, but not too tightly round the eyes 
for a whole night, to be a more effectual 
remedy for this disagreeable complaint 
than any apphcation of eye- water ; and my 
companions being induced to try the i^ame 
experiment, derived equal benefit froihtit. 
The 12th proved so inclement a day, with 
hard gales from the N.W. and N.E., and 
continued snow and drift, that no observa- 
tions could be obtained, and we were glad 
to keep within the shelter of the tent. On 
the following day, after waiting for obser- 
vations, which gave the lat. 69° 18' S3", 
and the long. 31' 36" W. of the Fury, we 
set off for Arlagnuk, where I wished to 
visit our shooting parties. A bay on the 
south shore, subsequently named after Mr. 
MoGG, of the Heda, was reserved for fu- 
ture examination, it being impossible to 
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distinguish the coast line till the siiow wat 
more cleared from the land ; this was, in 
fact, much less the case at this period than 
it had been during the second week in 
May. Reaching Arlagnuk towards eveii^ 
ing, we found that our parties had each 
thirty or forty ducks ready for the ships ; 
and that the Esquimaux had lately alto- 
gether deserted this station, owing to the 
scarcity of walruses, and had removed to 
Ooglit, where these animals were said to 
be abundant at this season. Leaving our 
people on the morning of the 14th, I re- 
turned on board soon afler noon, where I 
found that nothing worthy of particular 
notice had occurred during my absence. 
The latitude of our tents at Arjagnuk, 
which was one mile to the southward of the 
point more properly so called, was, by the 
mean of several observations by Mr. Ross, 
69° 1 1' 33", and I found it, by chronome- 
ter, 23' 09" east of the Fury's winter sta- 
tion. This shore, the whole way along the 
south coast of Hooper Inlet, from the head 
of QuiUiam Creek, is cohiposed nearly of 

q2 
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the same loose limestone formation as that 
of Igloolik. ' 

; On the ^Ofh three or four other Esqui* 
maux, strangers to us, arrived at Igloolijc 
from the northward, and we found from 
two young men who visited us on the fol- 
lowing day, that they came from Too-noo^ 
nek, a place undoubtedly situated some- 
where on th€^ western coast of Baffin's Bay, 
or about some of the inlets communicating 
with it, as they had there seen several 
Kabhona ships employed in killing whales. 
It is not improbable^ from the various 
accounts of the direction and distance of 
Toonoonek, communicated by the Esqui- 
maux through the usual medium of their 
charts, that the part of the sea-coast so 
named lies at no great distance from 
Pond's Bay, in lat. 72j°, which has lately 
become a common rendezvous of our Da- 
vis' Strait fishennen. Of this fact we had, 
in the course of the winter, received inti- 
mation from these people from time to 
time, and had even some reason to believe 
that 'our visit to the Esquimaux of the 
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River Clyde in 1820 was known to them; 
but what most excited our interest at this 
time was the sledge brought by the new 
comers, the runners being composed of 
large single pieces of wood, one of them 
painted black over a lead-coloured priming, 
and the cross-bars consisting of heading- 
pieces of oak-buts, one flat board with a 
hinge-mark upon it, the upper end of a 
skid or small boat% davit, and others that 
had evidently and recently been ^ocured 
from some ship. On one of the heading* 
pieces we distinguished the letter JBrea — , 
showing that the cask had, according to the 
custom of the whalers, contained bread on 
the outward passage. The nature of all 
these materials led us to suppose that it 
must have been procured from some vessel 
wrecked ^ or damaged on the coast ; and 
this suspicion was on the following day 
confirmed by our obtaining information 
that, at a place called Akkdodneak, a single 
day's journey beyond Toonoonek, two 
ships like ours had been driven on shore 
by the ice^ and that the people had gon^ 
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away in boats equipped for the purpose, 
leaving one ship on her beam ends, and the 
other upright, in which situation the vessels 
were supposed still to remain.* 

We observed on this occasion as on our 
^t arrival at Igloolik, that the new Esqui- 
maux were obliged to have recourse to the 
others to interpret to them our meaning, 
which circumstance, as it still appeared to 
me, was to be attributed, as before, to our 
speaking a kind of broken Esquimaux that 
habit had rendered familiar to our old ac- 
quaintance, rather than to any essential differ- 
ence in the true languages of the two people. 

Toolemak, having, some time before, 
promised to accompany me to the fishing- 
place, taking with him his wife, together 
with his sledge, dogs, and tent, made his 
Appearance from Ooglit on the 23d, bring- 
ing, however, only the old lady and abun- 
dance of meat. Having lent him a tent 

* We have since heard that these ships were the 
Dexterity, of Leith, and the Aurora, of Hull, which 
were wrecked on the 28th of August, 1821, about the 
latitude of 72®. 
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and two of our dogs, and hired others to 
complete his establishment, we set out to- 
gether at five A.M. on the 24th, my own 
party consisting of Mr. Crozier and a sea- 
man from each ship. Arriving at Khemig 
towards noon, we found among the islands 
that the ice was quite covered with water, 
owing probably to the radiation of heat from 
the rocks. The weather proved indeed in- 
tensely hot this day, the thermometer in 
the shade, at the ships, being as high as 
51°, and the land in this neighbourhood 
preventing the access of wind from any 
quarter. The travelling being good be- 
yond this, we arrived within four or five 
miles of the head of Quilliam Creek at ten 
P.M., where we pitched the tents for the 
night. In this day's journey ten dogs had 
drawn my sledge a distance of forty statute 
miles since the morning, the weight on the 
sledge being about twelve hundred pounds^ 
and half of the road very indifferent. It is 
the custom of the Esquimaux, even when 
meat is most abundant, to feed these in-* 
valuable animals only once a day, and tha^ 
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in the evening, which they consider to agree 
with them better than more frequent meals; 
we always observed the same practice with 
ours, and found that they performed dieir 
journeys the better for it. 
. We saw, in the course of the day, a few 
deer, numerous king and long-tailed ducks, 
and red-'throated divers ; also some geese, 
then new to us, and which, on procuring/ a 
sp^imen a day or two after, proved to be 
the snowrgoose (anas hyperhored). These 
last are fcmd of feeding on the wet grass 
9nd moss on die banks of the numerous 
streams and lakes in this country. They 
were seen at Arlagnuk, and by Captain 
{iyon on his journey, about the same time, 
HO that the period of their arrival in this 
latitude aeems to have been very weii 
marked. 

On the morning of the 25th, while pass* 
ing dose to a point of land, Tookmak sud* 
denly stopped his sledge, and he and his 
wife walked to the shore, whither I imme*- 
diately followed them. The old woman, 
preceding her husband, went up to a circle 
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of Stones, of which there were two or three 
on the s^ot, and kneeling down within k, 
cried most loudly and bitterly for the space 
of two or three minutes, while Toolemak 
also shed abundant tear^, but without any 
loud lamentation. On inquiring present^ 
after, I found that this was the spot on 
which their t^nt had been pitched in the 
summer, and that the bed-place, on which 
the o]d woman knelt, had been that o£ their 
adopted son Noogloo, whose, prematura 
death we had all so much regretted. The 
grief displayed on this occasion seemed to 
have mudi sincerity in it, and there was 
something extremely touching in this quiet 
but unaffected tribute of sorrow on the 
spot, which so forcibly reminded them of 
the object of their parental affecticm. I 
have much gratification in ad(&g, in this 
place, another circi;unstance, Y^ch, though 
trifling in itself, deserves to be no^ced aik 
doing honour to these people's hearts; 
They had always shown particular attach- 
ment to a dog they had sold me, and which 
bore the same name as a young man, a son 
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of their own, whom they had formerly lost* 
In the course of this journey, the old wo- 
man would constantly call the dog " Eer- 
ninga'* (son), which the affectionate animal 
never failed to repay by jumping up and 
licking her face all over, whenever his 
trace would allow him ; and at night, after 
Toolemak had fed his own dogs, he fre- 
quently brought to our tent an extra piece 
of meat, expressly for AniwwtaUk, to whom 
these poor people seemed to take a mourn- 
ful pleasure in now transferring their af- 
fection. 

Landing close to the head of the inlet on 
the south shore, we proceeded with diffi- 
culty a couple of miles over land, till we 
came to a river, the limits of which the 
warmth of the weather was just rendering 
discernible, and which our guides informed 
us was to be our fishing-place. It was in- 
teresting to observe that, in every case of 
doubt as to the situation of a place, the 
best route, or the most advisable method of 
overcoming any difficulty, Toolemak inva- 
riably referred to his wife ; and a consulta- 
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tion of some minutes was held by these twa 
before they would determine on what was 
to be done, or even return an answer to our 
questions respecting it. Pitching our tenta. 
upon the banks lof the river, we went upon 
the ice, which was still quite solid except 
close to the shores, and soon made two or 
three holes for a hook and line, the thickness 
of the ice in the middle being from six to 
seven feet. The Esquimaux fish-hook is 
generally composed of a piece of ivory» 
having a hook of pointed iron, without a 
barb, let into it. The ivory they consider 
useful in attracting the salmon, but they 
also bait the hook with a piece of blubber 
well cleared of its oil by chewing, and se- 
curely tied on with a thread of sinew, so as 
to cover nearly the whole of the hook. A 
small piece of bone, rein-deer's horn, or 
wood, serves as a rod, and with this they 
keep the bait constantly in motion up and 
down, the bait being from one to three feet 
below the lower surface of the ice. Pre** 
viously, however, to commencing the fish-^ 
ery» the old. lady, who took the principal 



2S6 SECOKD VOYAGE POE THE DISCOVERY 

part in this eipaployment, muttered some 
words, to me altogether incomprehensibley 
over the hole, to iR^iich Toolemak, in a for- 
mal manner, added something about fish 
and Kahhonas ; and the whole of this pre- 
paratory ceremony seemed intended to pro* 
pitiate the spirit, to whose d^>artment the 
salmon particularly belonged. The lady 
(for it seems she is a female) did not, how- 
ev^, appear to lend a very favourable ear to 
our wants or Toolemak's rhetoric, for after 
many hours' patient trial on this and the 
following day, only two fish were seen and 
one caught, to repay our labour. 

On the £7th Toolemak and his wife went 
over to a small shallow lake, on the opposite 
side of the river, where they caught three 
or four fish of the salmon kind, but none 
more than one pound in weight. He then 
came back to the tent, and made a small 
spear according to their own fashion ; but 
with this, to his great disappointment, he 
could not strike a single fish. A sort of 
Jlsh'gigf which we made out of four large 
hopks lashed back to back at the end of a 
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light BUff, succeeded much better, the bait 
being played in the usual manner to attract 
the fish, nhicb were then hooked up v/ith 
great ease and certainty by this inBtniment. 
Id this manner we soon caught a dozen c4 
the same kind as before; and the rest of 
our party had Jn the mean time killed a 
deer. 

Toolemak began now to be extremely 
impatient to return borne, bis principal 
anxiety arising, I belieTe, from a childish 
deaire to knoW' what I should give him for 
Viia ttoviWe-, and when, in writing a note to 
Lieutenant Nias, I enumerated the articles 
1 intended to present to him, he expressed 
more delight than I had ever before seen 
escape him. Among these wan one of the 
rifle-gims supplied as presents, together 
with a sufBcient quantity of ammunition to 
Jwt him one summer, aller nhtch the gun 
inbly become useless itself for 
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Boys from twelve to sixteen years of age 
would fire a fowling-piece, for the first 
time^ with perfect steadiness; and the men, 
with very little practice, would very soon 
become superior marksmen.^ As, how- 
ever, the advantage they could derive from 
the use of fire-arms must be of very short 
duration, and the danger to any careless in- 
dividuals very considerable, we did not on 
any other occasion consider it prudent to 
furnish them in this manner. 

On the morning of the 28th, Toolemak 
left us for the ships, carrying with him our 
venison to be lef): there, and having first 
explained when and where the Esquimaux 
catch t^e fish with which he had supplied 

* A fine lad, of about sixteen, being one day out 
in a boat with one of our gentlemen at Arlagnuk, re- 
minded him, with a serious face, that he had laud a 
gun down fuU-coched. There happened to be no 
charge in the gun at the time ; but this was a proof 
of the attention the boy had paid to the art of using 
fire-arms, as well as an instance of considerate and 
manly caution, scarcely to have been expected in an 
individual of that age. 
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US the preceding summer ; for it now ap- 
peared that they were not found in great 
abundance, or of that magnitude, in the 
river, but at the mouth of a very small 
stream about two miles lower down the 
creek on the same side. Their method is, 
to place in the bed of the stream^ which is 
quite narrow and seldom or never so deep 
as a man's middle, though running with 
great force, two or three separate piles of 
stones, which serve the double purpose of 
keeping off the force of the stream from 
diemselves, and of narrowing the passage 
through which the fish have to pass in com- 
ing up from the sea to feed; thus giving 
the people an opportunity of striking them 
with their spears, and throwing them on 
shore without much difficulty. We at first 
supposed that the salmon ascended the 
stream into lakes above for the purpose of 
spawning; but this could not here be the 
case, as the water became much too shal- 
low for this at less than a hundred yards 
from the sea. Our -fishermen afterwards 
found that they never went up a quarter of 
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that distance, Merely playing about the en« 
trance to pick up their food, which wte 
found to consist of a very small fish abun^ 
diwt at the mouth of the stream. The lat- 
ter are probably, therefore, brought down 
by the streams at this season from the lakes 
above, and occasion the salmon to resort to 
the spots in which, it seetos^ they are an* 
nually found by the Esquimaux^ With re»^ 
spect to their spawning, it does not a^iear 
necessary for them to asoend any streams 
for that purpose, if abundtoce of fresh 
water be all that is requisite for it ; as the 
water of the creek was not metdy drink- 
able, but perfectly fresh almost down* to-its 
entrance. 

After Toolemsk's departure we remained 
two or three days longer, but only suc- 
ceeded in killing one more deer and three 
or four dozen fish of the same kind and 
size as before* The whole country had by 
this time become almost deluged with water^ 
innumerable ponds and streams appearing 
on every side^ as if all at once let loose by 
magic ; so rapid had been the ^^hange-durim 
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a single week of fair and temperate weather! 
The ice in the deep lakes was from five to 
seven feet in thickness, and bade fair not to 
be entirely dissolved during the summer; 
that on the shallow ones was already very 
thin, and rapidly decaying. 

The river we were now leaving, and 
which I named afler my companion Mr. 
Crozier, was about three hundred yards 
in breadth abreast of our tents; but this 
part afterwards proved only a small branch 
of it, the main stream coming from the 
south-eastward along the foot of the liills 
which Captain Lyon was endeavouring to 
pass ; and indeed, as we had every reason 
subsequently to believe, being the very 
route he had pursued, though it was then 
so completely covered with snow in most 
parts as to allow the ice to be distinguished 
only in a. few places. The rocks in this 
neighbourhood are principally composed of 
a reddish granite, but gneiss also frequently 
appears among them. The sides of many 
of these are quite precipitous, in which case 
water, either in a stream or a lake, is gene^ 
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raHy found at their base. There is, how« 
•ver, between the hills abundant vegetation^ 
afibrding excelloit feeding for the deer^ 
which were at this time very scarce here* 
The lakes and ponds are the resort of nu- 
merous ducks of the king and long-tailed 
species, and a few red-throated divers. We 
saw also some brent and snow-geese, and 
Mr. Crozier obtained a sin^e specimen o£ 
the latter. A bird hke a crane, standing 
three or four feet high, and with very long 
legs, fairly outran our party in a long chase, 
and then with difficulty rose on the wing. 
We supposed this to have been the ardta 
canadiensis, one of which species was kilkd 
by Captain Lyon on his journey back to the 
ships. 

On the afternoon of the 1st of July we 
shifted our tents over-land, and 4own the 
creek as fttr as the salmon stream. In per* 
forming this short-journey over bare ground, 
I was enabled to form some eonception of 
die difficulties likely to be encountered by 
Captain Lyon and his companions ; for even 
with our light load the dogs couid scarcely 
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move at times. One of the strongest of 
eleven fell down in a fit, occasioned by 
over-esiertion ; the poor animal lay on his 
side, foaming at the mouth for a minute or 
two, but soon recovered sufficiently to be 
able to widk ; and being taken out of the . 
sledge, was quite strong again the next day. 
We had scarcely arrived at the stream, 
when Toolemak's account was very satis- 
factorily confirmed by our finding on the 
ice near its mouth part of two fine salmon, 
above two feet in length, that had been 
thrown up by the force of the torrent, and 
a similar one was seen in the water. Our 
provisions being now out, we prepared for 
returning to the ships the following day; 
and I determined in a short tune to send 
out Mr. Grozier with a larger party, well 
equipped with every thing necessary for 
procuring us both fish and deer^ We 
therefore left our tent, spare ammunition, 
and various other articles that would be re- 
quired here, buried under a heap of stones 
near the stream, and on the morning of the 
2d set out for the ships. The change which 

vl2 
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one week had made upon the ice it is quite 
impossible to conceive, the whole surface 
being now chequered with large and deep 
pools of water, where not a symptom of 
thawing had before appeared. This con- 
tinued the whole way to the ships, which 
we reached at eight P.M., finding Captain 
Lyon and his party returned, af^r a labo- 
rious but unsuccessful endeavour to pene- 
trate over-land to the westward. • 

Had it not been for our preceding year's 
experience in this neighbourhood, the pre- 
sent appearance of the ice, and the rapid 
progress which it seemed to be daily making 
towards dissolution, would have flattered 
us with hopes of an early release, which, 
as we now t6o well know, must have ended 
in disa.ppointment. The space we had co- 
vered with sand, and which was now called 
the canal. Was from' a foot to eighteen inches 
deep, with water throughout its whole ex- 
tent ; and such was the benefit evidently to 
be derived from it, that could the same 
thing have been carried the whole way 
^own to the open water, the first south-* 
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easterly gale would probably have caused a 
total disruption, and at once liberated the 
ships. As it was, there could be little 
doubt that it would still very considerably 
facilitate our escape, which, with this assist- 
ance, it was reasonable to hope might yet 
be effected before the conclusion of the 
month of Jtily, though we had still six 
miles of ice interposed between us and the 
open water. 

• Our shooting parties to the southward 
had of late been tolembly successful, not 
less than two hundred ' and thirty ducks 
having been sent into ' the ships in the 
course of the last week. Mr. Ross had 
procured a specimen of a gull having a 
black ring round its neck, and which, in 
its present plumage, we could not find de- 
scribed. This bird was alone when it was 
killed, but flying at no great distance from 
a flock of tern, which latter it somewhat 
resembles in size as well as in its red legs ; 
but is on closer inspection easily distin- 
guished by its beak and tail, as well as by 
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a beautiful tint of most delicate rose-colour 
<Hi its breast. 

The first continued rain that we had seen 
this season fell for several hours on the 
morning of the ^d, though a few drops had 
before been observed on the 15th and d9th 
of June. For the remainder of the month 
of Jidy we experienced a great deal of rain 
and fog, with long southerly and easterly 
winds, and a high mean daily temperature. 

On my arrival at the ships I found several 
new Esquimaux on board, who, to the mun* 
faer of twenty, had lately arrived from 
Toondbnee'rbdchiuk, a place situated to the 
westward and northward of Igloolik, and 
somewhere upon the opposite coast of 
Gockbum Island. The distance to this 
place was stated by the Esquimaux to be 
firom six to eight days journey, of which 
one only was occupied in crossing to the 
great northern inlet we had seen on this 
^ide of Cockburn Island, and the rest in 
travelling overhand to a corresponding inlet 
of the sea on the other. This party con- 
firmed the former account respecting the 
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two ships that had been forced on shore ; 
and, indeed, as an earnest of its truth, one 
man naxned Adloo, who was said to have 
actually seen them in this state, was a day 
or two afterwards met by our people at 
Arla^uk, while travelling to the south*- 
ward, and having on his sledge a great deal 
of wood of the same kind as that before de^ 
scribed. 

This information having excited consi- 
derable interest, Lieutenant Hoppner, who 
had taken great pains to ascertain the £icts 
correctly, volunteered his services to ac- 
company some of the Esquimaux, who 
were said to be going northwards very 
shortly, and to obtain every information on 
this and other subjects which might lie 
within the scope of such a journey. Al- 
though I was not sanguine as to his princii- 
|>al object of reaching one or more of the 
Esquimaux stations on the northern shores 
t>f Cockbum Island^ with guides so uncer- 
tain and capricious, yet I could not btft 
consider the attempt as likely to produce 
^something of interest; more especially as 
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we had never been able to approach^ in the 
ships, those parts of the coast which would 
constitute their first or second day's journey^ 
I therefore directed Lieutenant Hoppner to 
proceed on this service accompanied by three 
men, and four of the Hecla's best dogs, to 
assist in carrying the baggage. On the 
night of the 4th, having heard that a party 
of the Esquimaux intended setting out the 
following inoming,' Lieutenant Hoppner and 
his people went out to their tents to be m 
readiness to accompany them. We were 
surprised to find, the next day, that not 
only Lieutenant Hoppner's intended guide, 
but the whole of the rest of these people, 
had altogether left the island, and, as it af- 
terwards proved, permanently for the sum- 
mer. . We were now^ therefore, for the first 
time since our arrival here, entirely desert- 
ed by the natives, only two or three of 
whom again visited the ships during the 
remainder of our stay. It appears proba- 
ble, indeed, that these wandering people 
are in the habit of residing at their various 
stations only at particular intervals of time» 
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perhaps with die intention of not scaring 
the walruses and seals too much by a very 
long residence at one time upon the same 
spot. What made this appear still more 
likely was the present state of their winter 
habitations at Igloolik^ which, though offen- 
sive enough at about the same time the 
preceding year, were then wholesome and 
comfortable in comparison. Besides quan- 
tities of putrid wdrus flesh, blubber, and 
oil, carcasses of dogs,' and even of human 
beings, recently deceased, were now to be 
teen exposed in their neighbourhood. What 
remained of the corpse of Keimooseuk was 
of course wholly uncovered ; a second, of a 
child, on which the wolves had feasted, was 
also lying about ; and a third, of a newly 
honi in£mt, was discovered in the middle 
of a small lake by Mr. Richards, who 
caused them all to be buried under ground. 
All this seemed to indicate, that the Esqui- 
maux had not occupied the bone huts for 
at least one winter previous to our arrival^ 
though Igloolik certainly appears to be one 
of their principal rendezvous, forming, as k 
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were, a sort of central link in the very ex- 
tensive chain of these people's peregrina^ 
tions. 

On the 6th we despatched a party of 
"four men, under Messrs. Crozier and Bird, 
to the fishing station at Quilliam Creek, 
equipping them with a trawl-net, and every 
other requisite for obtaining a supply of 
salmon for the ships. Soon after. Captain 
Lyon, who was desirous of occupying a few 
days in shooting in that neighfooufboody 
«lso set off in the same directicm, taking 
with him a small skin-boat, which he had 
constructed for the use of our fishenneii, 
and which proved of great service in 
shooting the net across the mouth of die 
stream. 

Out stock of meat for the dogs bemg 
nearly expended, and no sea-horses having 
yet been seen near the shore, I ^ent Mir. 
-Ross with a sledge to Tern Ishtnd ^fa the 
] Sth, in expectation of being supplied by 
the Esquimaux. Mr. Ross returned on 
*he 14th without success, the whole of the 
natives having left the ishmd after pkmAi 
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ing the birds nests, as they had done the 
preceding year. The open water was at 
this time about a mile and a half short of 
the island, differing little, if any thing, from 
its position at the same season of the last 
year. The birds^ now the most a]}undaiit 
liere, besides tern, which were also nume»- 
TDus, were eider-ducks, of which immense 
flocks were flying about; and it is their 
eggs for which the Esquimaux principally 
visit the island. 

Finding that our valuable dogs must be 
now wholly dependent on our own exer- 
tions in providing meat, a boat from each 
ship was carried down to the neighbourhood 
of the open water, and shortly afterwards 
two others, to endeavour to kill walruses 
for them. This was the more desirable 
from the probability of the Fury's passing 
her next winter where no natives were 
resident, and the consequent necessity of 
laying in our stock for that long and dreary 
season, during the present summer. Our 
people, therefore, pitched their tents near 
the old Esquimaux habitations; and thus 
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were four boats constantly employed when- 
ever the weather would permit, for the three 
succeeding weeks. 

On the 16th Lieutenant Hoppner and his 
party returned to the ships, having only 
been enabled to travel to the south shore of 
Cockbum Island, on account of their guides 
not yet proceeding any farther. Two of 
the Esquimaux accompanied our travellers 
back to Igloolik, and, being loaded with 
various useful presents from ihe ships, 
returned home the following day. He had 
given the name of Murray Maxwell to 
an inlet observed by him on that coast. 



OF A NORTH-WEST PASSAGE. 255 



CHAPTER XV. 

Extraordinary disruption of ice in QuUliam Creek 
— Some appearance of scurvy among the sea- 
men and marines — Discovery of Gifford River 
— Commence cutting the ice outside the ships 
to release them from their winter^uariers-- 
Considerations respecting the return of tfte 
Expedition to England — Unfavourable state of 
the ice at the eastern entrance of the strait — 
Proceed to the southward — Ships beset and 
drifted up Lyon Inlet — Decease of Mr. George 
Fife — Final release from the ice, and arrival in 
England — "Remarks upon the practicability of 
a North-West Passage. 

Among the various changes which the 
warmth of the retumhfig summer was now 
producing around us, none was more re- 
markable than that noticed by Captain 
Lyon on his present excursion to Quilliam 
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Creek, and which, in a note received from 
him by the return of the sledges, on the 
17th, he thus describes: — '* Between the 
two points forming the entrance of the 
creek, we saw a high waU of ice extending 
immediately across from land to land, and 
on arriving at it found, that, by some extras 
ordinary convulsion, the floe had burst up* 
wards, and that immense masses of iee had 
been thrown in every direction. Seveitd 
blocks, eight or nine feet in thickness, and 
many yards in diameter, were lying on the 
level solid floe ;( yet we were for some time 
at a loss to discover whence they had been 
ejected, till at length we found a hole ot 
pool, which appeared so small as to be 
hardly capable of containing the immense 
fragments near it; yet from this place 
alone must they have been thrown." 

Captain Lyon subsequently added, that 
** the water, which was found to be quite 
fVesh, was running rapidly to seaward in 
this opening ; and it seemed probable that 
the vast accumulation from the streams at 
the head of the creek, although at about 
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ten miles distance, had burst a passage^ 
and thus ejected the ice. The force em* 
ployed for this purpose may be conceived, 
when I mention, that, of several masses of 
ice, one in particular was above eight feet 
thick, full forty yards in circumference, and 
lay more than five hundred yards from the 
pool. No traces could be found of the 
manner in which these bodies had been 
transported, as not a single small fragment 
was seen lying about, to warrant the suppo* 
sition that they had fallen with a shock. 
Neither were there any marks observable 
on the smooth uncracked floe to cause a 
suspicion that they had slidden over it, the 
general appearance of the floe, at this place, 
being the same as at all othet parts of the 
inlet, and bearing no. marks of having had 
any rush of water over it.'' 

The ducks having now nearly deserted- 
the neighbourhood of Arlagnuk, and the 
travelling there becoming inconvenient for 
sledges, our shooting-party was removed to 
Igloolik, and shcMrtly after recalled on board. 
The number of ducks procured by both 



256 SECOND YOTAGE FOR THS DISCOVERY 

ships, during this part of the season, was 
about nine hundred, of which above two- 
thirds were king-ducks, and by far the 
greater part of the rest, of the long-tailed 
species. The weather was now, at times, 
extremely sultry, bringing out swarms of 
mosquitoes, that soon became very trouble- 
some, even on board the ships. A thermo* 
meter suspended in the middle of the obser- 
vatory, and exposed to the sun's rays, was 
observed by Mr. Fisher to stand at 92° at 
five P.M. on the 18th. 
• On the 19 th Captain Lyon returned from 
Quilliam Creek, bringing with him the 
whole of our party stationed there, the ice 
b^ing now so broken up in that neighbour- 
hood as to render the fishing dangerous 
without proper boats. On this journey, 
which it took two days to perform, eleven 
dc^s drew a weight of two thousand and 
fifty pounds, of which six hundred and 
forty were salmon, and ninety-five venison, 
procured by our people. The fish had all 
been caught in the trawl; and treble the 
quantity might easily have been taken with 
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a seine, had we known how wide the mouth 
of the stream was to become. ' They varied 
in length from twenty to twenty-six inchesi 
and one of the largest, when cleaned^ 
weighed eight pounds and a half; but their 
average weight in this state did not exceed 
two pounds and a quarter. The distance 
of the fishing-place from the ships, the dan- 
gerous state of the ice, and the soreness of 
the dogs' feet from travelling on the rough 
honey-combed ice, prevented our taking 
any further advantage of this very accepta- 
ble change of diet. 

Although the dissolution of the ice was 
hourly going on, yet no very sensible altera- 
tion had taken place for some time past» 
such as might give us hopes of a speedy 
release from our confinement. The barrier 
of ice still remaining fixed between the 
ships and the sea was above five miles in 
breadth, though we lay at the very mouth 
of the bay, and the only chance of our soon 
getting out rested on an accidental crack in 
the floe, extending from near the point of 
Oongalooyat across to the main land, and 
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ifvyeh had lately become Boinewhat wider. 
Being thus detained, I determined on de« 
spatching Lieutenant Hoppner once more to 
the northward, for the purpose of examin- 
ing a great bay or inlet of Cockbum Iriandy 
that we had never been able to approach in 
the ships, and which we supposed to cor- 
respond with that delineated by the E«« 
qnimaux in their charts, as forming the 
first day's journey to Toohoonee-roochiak. 
Lieutenant Hoppner accordingly left us on 
the. 21st with that intention, being accom« 
panied by two men, and furnished with a 
sledge and ten dogs. 

Nothing worthy of notice occurred till 
the 29th, when a patch of ice, a mile broad» 
Separated from the outer margin of our bar- 
rier, and drifted away. The canal formed, 
by laying sand on the ice, was now quite 
through in most places, showing that the 
plan would, in this latitude at least, always 
ensure a ship's escape at an earlier season 
than by the regular course of nature, pro« 
vided it could be carried the whole way 
down to the open water. 
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I am now under the disagreeable .neees- 
sity of entering on a subject, wbich I:bad« 
at one time, ventured to hope need soi^rcely 
have occupied any part of this, Narrativje t 
I mean that of the scurvy, some slight, but 
unequivocal, symptoms of which disease 
were this day reported to me, by Mrv £d«« 
wards, to have appeared among four 4>r fiva 
of the Fury's men, rendering it necessairy^ 
for the first time during the voyage^ to have 
recourse to anti»-8corbutic treatmefii^uonor^ 
the seamen and marines. During dur first 
winter, the only instance in which-any such 
symptoms had been discovered, occurred 
in Mr. Jermain, the purser of the {lecla^ 
who, however, recovered by the usual 
treatment, as the summer advanced. . This 
short and dubious season being ended, the 
carpenter and 'boatswain of the Heckrwere 
also affected ; and in the course of the :se-r 
cond winter, Mr. Jermain's complaint ve" 
turned with greater severity. In the months 
of February and March, Messrs. Hender- 
son, Halse, and Scallon, of the Fury, were 
occasionally disposed to scurvy; Mn Ed- 
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wards was for a week or two pretty severely 
attacked by it, and my own gams becoining 
somewhat Uvid, rendered a short course of 
additional lemon-juice necessary to restore 
them. These cases, however, shortly and 
permanently recovered ; but in the spring, 
and even as late as the month of June, when 
fliere was reason to hope that every symp-: 
tbm of this kind would have been removed 
by the increased warmth and cheerfulness 
of the season, and the change of diet afibrd- 
ed by the game, the disease again made its 
appearance in the carpenter and boatswain 
of the Hecia, and soon af^er attacked the 
gunner and Mr. Fife, the Greenland mas- 
ter. These cases, which were much more 
severe than any we had before experienced, 
had not now recovered, when the gums of 
four or five of the Fury's men betrayed 
this insidious disease lurking within them^ 
and made it necessary to administer lemon- 
juice tQ them in more copious quantities 
than ordinary. 

It will perhaps be considered a curious 
and singular &ct in the history- of sea-» 
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scurvy, that, during the whole of the pre« 
cedii^g part of this voyage, none amongst us 
hut officers should have heen, in the slight- 
est degree,' affected hy it, a circumstance 
directly contrary to former experience. To 
whatever causes this might be attributed, it 
could not however but be highly gratifying 
to be thus assured, that the various means 
employed to preserve the health of the sea- 
men and marines had proved even beyond 
expectation efficacious. 

That a ship's company should begin to 
evince symptoms of scurvy after twenty- 
seven months entire dependence upon the 
resources contained within their ship, (an 
experiment hitherto unknown, perhaps, in 
the annals of navigation, even for ope-fourth 
part of that period,) could scarcely indeed 
be a subject of wonder, though it was at 
this particular time a matter of very sincere 
regret. From the health enjoyed by our 
people during two successive winters, unas* 
sisted as we had been by any supply of 
faesh anti->scorbutic plants, or other vege- 
tables, I had begun to indulge a hope, that, 
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with a continaed attention to their com- 
f(»rts, deanlinesS) and exercise, • the same 
degree of vigour might, humanly speaking, 
t>e ensured at least as long as our present 
liberal resources should last. Present ap- 
pearances^ however, seemed to indicate 
dilierently; for though our 8td(-4iftt had 
scarcely a name upon it, and almost every 
indfvidnz^ Avas performing his accustomed 
duty, yet we had at length been^ impressed 
with the unpleasant conviction, that a 
strong predisposition to disease existed 
among us, and that no very powerful ex^ 
citing cause was wantiilg to render it more 
seriously apparent. Such a conviction at 
th& present crisis was peculiarly disagree- 
aible ; for I -could not but lament any cir- 
cumstance tending to weaken -the- confi- 
dence in our strength and resouroes at a 
time vt^hen more than ordinary exertion 
was about to be required at our Itanda. 
' In the afternoon of the SOthy Lieutenant 
Hoppner and his party returned on board, 
having discovered that the inlet in ^vestioiL 
communicated with a constderable triver^ 
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which we jointly named afber our mutiui) 
and highly-esteemed friend Ma. Giffokd* : 
The first of August had now arrived ) 
and yet, incredible as it may appear, t)i0 
ships were as securely confined in the loe 
as in the middle of winter, except that « 
pool of water about twice their own length 
in diameter was now opened around thenu 
I determined, therefore, notwithstanding 
the apparent hopelessness of sawing ov^ 
way through four or five miles of ice, to 
begin that laborious process ; not, indeedt 
with the hope of cutting a canal sufficient^ 
large to allow the passage of the ships to 
sea, but with a view to weaken it so much 
as, in some measure, to assist its disrup* 
tidn whenever any swell should set in upon 
its margin. On this and the following day, 
therefore, all the gear was carried down for 
that purpose, and a large tent pitched for 
the ships' companies to dine in, die distaac^ 
being too great to allow them to return on 
board to their meals. On the 3d^ how^v^, 
we were. saved a great deal of unnecessary 
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labour, by the ice opening out at thecradk 
before mentioned, so that our sawing might 
now be commenced within a mile of the 
*Fury. After divine service, therefore, all 
hands were sent from both ships to bring 
back the tent and tools to the point of Oon- 
galooyat, and the parties were recalled 
firom the walrus- fishery, except a single 
boat's crew : these also returned on board 
a few days after, the whole number of sea« 
horses killed being eight, and one large 
aeal. It is remarkable that all the walruses 
were males, of which a skeleton was made 
<on board each ship as anatomical speci* 
mens. The Hecla's two boats had one day 
a very narrow escape in assaulting a herd of 
these animals ; for several of them, beii^ 
wounded, made so fierce an attack on the 
boats with their tusks, as to stave tfaein in a 
number of places, by which one vr$B imme- 
diately swamped, and the other much da- 
maged. The Fury's boat being fortunately 
ih sight, prevented any further danger ; 
two of the walruses were killed and aecured» 
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and the damaged boats lightened and towed 
to the shore, from which they had been 
several miles distant. 

On the 4th our sawing work was com- 
menced, with the usual alacrity on the part 
of the officers and men, and three hundred 
and fifty yards of ice were got out before 
night, its thickness varying from one to four 
feet, but very irregular on account of the 
numerous pools and holes. An equal 
length was accomplished on the following 
day» though not without excessive fatigue 
and constant wet to the men, several .of 
whom fell into the water by the ice break- 
ing under them. 

On the 5th, the register-thermometer^ 
i/rhich had been placed in the ground in 
the winter, was taken up, though » to our 
astonishment, the ground above and about 
it had become nearly as hard and compactly 
frozen as when we dug the hole to put it 
down. How this came about we were 
quite at a loss to determine ; for the earth 
had been thrown in quite loosely, whereas 
,it» present consolidated state implied its 
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faaring been thoroughly thawed and froxeii 
again. It occupied two men ten days to 
extricate it, which, as they approached the 
thermometer, was done by a chisel and 
mallet, to avoid injury by jarring. This, 
however; was not sufficient to prevent mis- 
chief, the instrument being so identified 
with the frozen earth, as to render it im- 
possible to strike the ground near it with- 
out communicating the shock to the tubes, 
two of which were in consequence found to 
be broken. Thus ended our. experiment 
for ascertaining the temperature of the 
earth during the winter; an experiment 
which it would seem, from this attempt, 
scarcely practicable to make in any satis- 
factory manner without some apparatus con«* 
structed expressly for the purpose. 

On the 6th the work was. continued as 
before> and about four hundred yards of 
ice were sawn through and floated out, 
leaving now a broad canal,- eleven hundred 
yards in length, leading from the open vmr 
ter towards that formed by the gravelled 
space. In the course of this day's: work, 
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caoe of the seamen of the Hecla fell into the 
water by the ice giving way, and very nar- 
rowly escaped drowning* as it was not easy 
for the other people to approach him. He 
was taken out scarcely sensible; but being 
immediately conveyed on board the Fury 
was by care and attention recovered in a 
few hours. 

When the, lateness of the season to which 
the ships had now been detained in the ic# 
is considered, wit£i reference to the probabi- 
lity of the Fury's effecting any thing of im- 
portance during the short remainder of the 
present summer, it will not be wondered at 
that, coupling this consideration with that 
of the health of my officers and men, I be- 
gan to entertain doubts whetlier it would 
still be prudent to adopt the intended mea«> 
sure of remaining out in the Fury as a single 
ship ; whether, in short, under existing cixr 
cumstanees, the probable evil did not far 
outweigh the possible good. In order to 
assist my own judgment on this occasion 
upon one of the most material points, I re- 
quested the medical officers of the Fury to 



268 SECOND TOYAOS FOR THS DISCOVERT 

furnish me with their opinions '* as to the 
probable effect that a third winter passed in 
these regions would produce on the health 
of the officers, seamen, and marines of that 
ship, taking into consideration every cir- 
cumstance connected with our situation." 
Mr. Edwards's reply, with which in sub- 
stance that of Mr. Skeock coincided, ■ is 
here given, as being at once more concise 
as to expression, and of infinitely greater 
weight as to opinion, than any remarks. I 
tK>uld myself have offered on this subject. 

'* During the last winter, and subse*- 
quently, the aspect of the crew of the Fury 
in general, together with the increased mm- 
het and character of their complaints, 
strongly indicated that the peculiarity of 
the climate and service was slowly effect- 
ing a serious decay of their constitutional 
powers. The recent appearance also of 
several cases of incipient scurvy in the 
most favourable month of the year, and 
occurring after a more liberal and con- 
tinued use of fresh animal food • than ^we 
can. calculate upon procuring hereafter,, ace 
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confirmatory proofs of the progression of 
the eviL 

" With a tolerable prospect of eventual 
success, other circumstances remaining un* 
changed, I should yet expect an increase of 
general debility, with a corresponding de- 
gree of sickness, though at the same time 
confident of our resources being equal to 
obyiate serious consequences. But consi* 
dering the matter in the other point of view^ 
namely, as a single ship^ it assumes a much 
more important shape. It is not necessary, 
that I should dwell on the altered circum« 
stances in which the crew would then be 
placed, as they are such as you must long 
ago have foreseen and weighed : I allude to 
the increase of labour and exposure result- 
ing from the separation of the vessels, the 
privation of many salutary occupations, 
mental and corporeal, attending their union, 
and, I may add, at this late period of the 
season, the hopelessness of the success oi 
the ensuing navigation being such as to ex- 
cite feelings sufHciently lively to counteract 
those depressing causes. It b impossible» 
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in fact, to reflect on the subject, and not tx> 
apprehend a less favourable result than 
might be expected under the preceding 
conditions.'' 

Enclosing to Captain Lyon the replies of 
the medical gentlemen, I noiv also requested 
his opinion whether, under existing circum- 
stances, he still considered it expedient to 
adopt the measure originally intended; with 
respect to the separation of the two ships. 
I had scarcely despatched a letter to this 
effect, when, at 10 A.M. on the 8th, the 
ice about the Fury began to move, the pools 
breaking up, and the gravelled canal soon 
entirely closing. A breeze springing up 
from the northward at this time, all sail was 
made upon the ship, and the ice gradually 
driving out as it detached itself from the 
shore, the Fury got into open water about 
one P.M. The Hecla, however, still re- 
mained in the middle of her winter's floei 
which, though it moved a little with the 
rest at first, did not come out of the bay. 
In the course of the afternoon, finding her 
still stationary, I determined to occupy the 
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time in stretching over to the northwards 
for the purpose of examining the state of 
the fixed ice at the eastern mouth of the 
strait; and arriving at the margin hy ten 
P.M., found it attached to both shores from 
the north-eastern part of Neerlo-naktoo 
across to Murray Maxwell Inlet. It was 
the general opinion that this ice was in a 
more solid state than at the same time and 
place the preceding year, but its situation 
did not, I believe, difier half a mile from 
what it had then been. As the sun went 
down nearly in the direction of the strait, 
we obtained from the mast-head a distinct 
and extensive view in that quarter, and it 
is impossible to conceive a more hopeless 
prospect that this now presented. One 
vast expanse of level solid ice occupied the 
whole extent of sea visible to tlie westward, 
and the eye wearied itself in vain to disco- 
ver a single break upon its. surface. 

Having finished this examination, which 
at once destroyed every hope I had never 
ceased to indulge of a passage through the 
s^ait, we returned towards Igloolik to re- 
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join the Hecla. It was not, however, till 
the morning of the 9th that we observed 
her to be moving out of the bay; when at 
length (for the first time perhaps that such 
an event ever occurred) she drove to sea 
in the middle of the floe. Thus at the 
mercy of the ice, she was carried over the 
shoals off the south-east point of Igloolik 
in six and a half fathoms, but was then for- 
tunately drifted into deeper water. The 
swell on the outside was all that was want- 
ing to break up her icy prison^ which se- 
parating at seven A.M. finally released her 
from confinement. 

Having soon afterwards received Captain 
Lyon's answer to my communication, it was 
necessary for me to come to a final deter- 
mination on the subject therein alluded to. 
For various reasons, he advised that the 
Fury and Heda should return to England 
together, as soon as such arrangements re« 
specting the removal of stores and provi* 
^ions, as I might judge proper to make, 
should be completed. 
' Under such circumstances, to which may 
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be added the uncertainty of the Hecla's 
liberation from the ice to the southward 
before the close of the season, I no longer 
considered it prudent or justifiable, upon 
the slender chance of eventual success now 
before us, to risk the safety of the officers 
and men committed to my charge, and 
whom it was now liiy first wish to re-con- 
duct in good health to their country and 
their friends. Having communicated my 
intentions to the officers and ships' compa- 
nies, I directed several additions to ' be 
made to their ordinary allowance of provi- 
sions, particularly in the various anti-scor- 
butics, which had hitherto been reserved 
for cases of emergency; and then beating 
up to our winter station, which, by desire 
of Mr. Fisher, our Chaplain and Astrono- 
mer, I named TuiaToir Bay, we anchored 
there in the afternoon in ten fathoms, and 
immediately commenced our preparaticHis 
for lightening the Fury SeVen months' 
provisions, a bower anchor, and a few other 
stores, were received by the Hecla, some of 
her water, before filled as ballast, being 
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Started to make room for them ; and sudi 
other arrangemoits made as cmsumstances 
i¥ould permit for improving the stowage of 
the Fury's hold. The bay was now ^itirely 
dear of ice in every part ; and so ehanged 
was its appearance in the course of the last 
jGMir-and-twenty hours, that it was scarcely 
possible to believe it the same place that 
we had been accustomed daily to look upon 
for the ten preceding months. 

The conveyance and stowage of the stores 
had scarcely been completed, when some 
loose ice drifting into the bay with the tide, 
on the night of the 1 0th, obliged us hastily 
to get under weigh and stand out. On the 
following morning I ran across to the main- 
land in the Fury, for the purpose of erect- 
ing, in compliance with my instructions^ a 
flag-staff fifty-six feet in heighti having at 
its top a baU, made of iron hoops and can- 
vass, ten feet in diameter, and a cylinder 
buried near its foot, containing a parchment 
with some account of our visit to this plaoei 
In the mean time, I requested Captain 
Lyon to stand over to the point of I^odUk, 
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where our walruses had been landed, and 
to bring off thesQ, as well as our boats and 
tents remaining there. The ice soon after 
coming in upon the point, it was not with- 
out risk of the Hecla's being dangerously 
beset, that Captain Lyon succeeded in bring- 
iQg off every thing but one boat. This was 
indeed no great loss to us, though a great 
acquisition to the Esquimaux, for being 
almost worn out, I had intended to break 
her up previously to leaving the ice. Be- 
sides this, we purposely left our sledges, 
and a quantity of wood in pieces of a con- 
venient size for bows, spears, and paddles, 
distributing them about in several places, 
that one or two individuals might not make 
a prize of the whole. 

The Heda rejoining us on the morning 
of the 12th, we stood out to the eastward, 
and finally took our departure from Ig- 
loolik. In the forenoon a thick fog came 
on, which, with a good deal of loose ioe 
drifting about, gave us some trouble in 
clearing the land; after which, we made 
the Calthorpe Islands, the wind being 
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southerly with thick rainy weather. This 
continued till the following afternoon, when 
a change of wind soon' brought a clearer 
atmosphere, enabling us to bear up for 
the main land, which we made near the 
three islands called Ooglit, and then ran 
along it to the southward in a perfectly open 
sea. We saw here a great many walruses, 
but no animals of any other kind. In the 
course of the night the favourable breeze 
failed us, and, on the morning of the 1 4th, 
was succeeded by a southerly wind, the 
ships being close to another island called 
Ooglit, about twelve leagues to the S.S.W. 
of the others. We were here immedi- 
ately visited by our old acquaintance the 
Esquimaux, several of whom came off in 
their canoes in the course of the morning, 
as if determined to lose no opportunity of 
profiting by us. Among these was our 
worthy old friend Nannow, to whom every 
body was glad to give something ; and, in* 
deed, they all received as many presents 
as their canoes- could safely carry or tow 
on shore. Their tents, nine in number, 
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were pitched on the main-land, a little to 
the northward o^ Qoglit, at a station they 
call Ag-wkse-o-wik^ of which we had oflen 
heard them speak at Igloolik. They now 
also pointed out to us Amitioke, at the dis- 
tance of four or five leagues to the south- 
ward and westward, which proved to be 
the same piece of low land that we had 
taken for it in first coming up this coast. 
The Esquimaux told us that a number of 
their younger men were inland in pursuit 
of deer, and that the rest had abundant 
supplies of walrus, which animals we saw 
in considerable numbers about this place. 

The failure of the wind was' not the only 
cause of our detention here ; the ice, whose 
margin we had begun to perceive as we 
approached this part of the coast, now 
closing in completely with the land, so as 
to prevent the possibility of our making 
any farther progress for the present. The 
closeness of the main body of ice to the 
land at this time, compared with its po- 
sition a month earlier the preceding year, 
was undoubtedly to be attributed to the 
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|>revalence of southerly and easterly winds,' 
which we had lately experienced, while 
those from the opposite quarter could alone 
drive it off the land. The ice was here 
very heavy, heing covered with large hum- 
mocks, reminding us of what we had to 
encounter in coming up this coast. It was 
also covered in almost every part with sand 
and small stones, making its general aspect 
of a hrownish colour, only a few patches 
of white ice appearing here and there. 
How these suhstances had heen brought 
here in such abundance another year*s ex- 
perience of the phenomena of these seas 
had not taught us to explain ; and before 
we left this coast, we saw many hundred 
square miles of ice thus covered. In all 
the intervals between the hummocks were 
large pools of water, which had in many 
instances formed deep circular beds, twenty 
or thirty feet in diameter, in sliflpc like the 
crater of a volcano. Most of the pools had 
found their way through to the sea below, 
and the smallest swell would have broken 
every floe-piece into numberless masses: 
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• 

indeed, as it was, there were few to be seen 
of more than three or four acres in extent. 

Being thus detained, I despatched Mr. 
Ross to Ooglit to observe the meridian al- 
titude, which gave the latitude of its south 
point 68° 23' 5S'\ and he found the mine- 
ralogical character exactly the same as that 
of Igloolik. About the middle of the 
island, which is quite low, are two bone 
winter huts, conspicuous at some distance 
to seaward. I.t was low water at half-past 
eleven A.M., making the time of high 
water here on full and change days a quar- 
ter past eleven. 

We were now for some days all but beset 
io this neighbourhood, calms or light south- 
erly and easterly breezes constantly pre- 
vailing« During this time the main body 
of ice remained, in most parts, close to the 
shore ; leaving us only a ^* hole" of water 
to work about in, and much nearer to the 
land than on this shoal and shelving . coast 
was altogether safe for the ships. ^ Not- 
withstanding this, however, we had soon 
occAsioD to observe that they not only kept 
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tbdr ground, ^but even drew to the south- 
ward, owing, no doubt, to the current be- 
fore found to set in that direction along the 
coast. 

On the morning of the 22d, being off 
Amitioke, the ice became more slack along 
the shore, and a breeze from the northward 
enabled us to make some progress. I may 
here take occasion to remark, that, in the 
course of this summer, we experienced not 
only an unusual proportion of southerly and 
easterly winds, but observed also that these 
were more frequently attended with clear 
weather than is generally the case ; while, 
on the other hand, a great deal of close thick 
weather occurred, with breezes from the 
northern quarter. The present northerly 
wind had scarcely sprung up an hour be- 
fore a thick fog came on, frequently ob- 
scuring the land from us as we ran along, 
at the distance of half a mile to a mile and 
a half. Thus circumstanced, the Fury was 
once in the course of the day placed in a 
very awkward situation, the water quickly 
shoaling to six fathoms, and the ice pre- 
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g, for a time, the possibility of haul- 
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Bred and added to the chart, In the 

e arrested in our 

■ and obliged to make fast, being 

f three miles abort of Point Elizabeth, 

■ diree quarters of a mile of the 
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to make fast to the same floe^iece were 
now separated a mile or two and soon! 
again beset. Without escaping for a moment 
from our confined situation, and almost 
without perceiving any motion of the masses 
of ice among themselves, we had at noon 
on the 30th drifted down within a mile of a 
small island, lying near the north-east point 
of Winter Island, and which I now named 
a&er Mr. Crawford. On the 31st the 
tide took us through between these^ the 
breadth of the passage being three quarts 
of a mile, in no less than sixteien fathoms 
water. We then passed within a dangerous 
reef of rocks, lying a full mile from the 
slM>re, and having numerous heavy mass^ 
of grounded ice upon it. Afier.deanng 
this in a good depth of water, we were, by 
the evening, carried along shore -within a 
mile of Cape Fisher. Beii^. desirous -of 
seeing whether the Esquimaux Jiadimed- 
dled with the tombs of our depaH^^' ship- 
mates, I despatched a party on shore, over 
the loose ice, and was glad to find on their 
return, which was not accomplished with* 
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out difficulty, that both were in good order. 
Among the specimens of plants which Mr, 
Ross brought on board were some radishes, 
onimis, and mustard and cress, found at our 
gardens. The onions had a very pungent 
smell and taste, and the whole were in that 
healthy state which, however dwarfish their 
growth, would have rendered them very ac- 
ceptable if more abundant. The Esqui- 
maux had certainly visited the island since 
our departure, as several tin canisters, left 
for them on a particular spot, had been re- 
moved. 

Thus had we, in a most singular manner, 
once more arrived at our old winter-quar* 
teris, with scarcely a single successful exer- 
tion on our parts towards effecting that ob- 
ject. The distance from Ooglit to our pre- 
sent station was about one hundred and 
sixty miles along the coast. Of this we 
had never sailed above forty, the rest of 
the distance having been accomplished, 
while we were immoveably beset, by mere 
drifting. The interval thus employed hav" 
ing been barely eight days, gives an average 
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drift to the southward of above f^een miles 
per day. 

. At daylight on. the Ist of September, we 
found ourselves within three or four hun* 
dred yards of the rod^s on the eastern side 
of Winter Islsmd, the soundings having gra- 
dually decreased to eleven fathoms. Had 
it remained dark an hour longer, the Fury 
would in .all probability have gone on shore ; 
but happily the ice. was slack enough to al- 
low us to warp clear of danger soon after 
day-break. .The Heda.had in the mean 
time been drifted round Cape Fisher, and 
several miles to the westward, towards 
Lyon Inlet, in which direction the Fury was 
also carried in the afternoon. The wind 
now setting in easterly, both ships drove 
with the ice up. the inlet, and on the 4th 
were abreast of Safety. Cove, . though fortu- 
nately on the western aide, clear of the dan- 
gers of the Bay of Shoals. A light breeze 
then springing up from the north-west, we 
again began to move down the inlet ; and 
on the evening of the 6th, aft^r making a 
little progresswith the sails in the course of 
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the last two days, were once more met by 
an easterly breeze off Cape Edwards, the 
ice being still as closely packed as possible. 
The young ice also began at times to annoy 
us, by forming to a considerable thickness 
at night, so as to cement the larger masses 
strongly together. The weatlier now be- 
came chilly immediately after sunset, and 
we considered it rather a premature de- 
crease of temperature in this latitude, when 
the thermometer was observed to fall to 24^ 
on the morning of the 31st of August. A 
very unusual deposition of dew took place 
every evening about this season, imme- 
diately after the sun had set, and was in an 
hour or two converted into hoar frost. 

In the afternoon of the 6th, I was much 
pained at being informed by telegraph from 
the Hecla, that Mr. Fife, Greenland Mas- 
ter of that ship, had just expired, an event 
which for some days past there had been 
but too much reason to appreheind ; the 
scurvy having within the last three weeks 
continued to increase considerably upon 
him. It is proper for me, however, both 
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in justice to the medical officers under 
whose skilful and humane care he was 
■placed, and to the means with which we 
were in this way so liberally supplied, i to 
state, that during a part of that time Mr. 
Fife had taken so great a dislike to the va- 
rious anti-scorbutics which were adminis- 
tered to him, that he could seldom be in- 
duced to use any of them. The disease, in 
consequence, reduced him to a state of ex- 
treme debility, which at length carried him 
off almost without pain. The Hecla being 
at the time closely beset, and in a situation 
of great danger among the shoals off Win- 
ter Island, Captain Lyon caused the remains 
of the deceased to be committed to the sea 
with all the solemnity which circumstaooes 
would permit. I cannot close this melan- 
dboly notice without expressing my most 
: sincere regret, to which I may venture to 
. add that of Captain Lyon and the other of- 
ficers, for the loss of this very deserving in- 
dividual, whose qualities as a seaman and 
navigator, had it pleased God to spare his 
jyife, would have rendered him ati oroaniieiit 
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to the naval service, into which he was to 
have been admitted as a master on the re- 
turn of the ships to England. Mr. Craw- 
ford, the mate of the Fury, was appointed, 
for the present, to act as master of the 
Hecla in the room of Mr. Fife. 

Tn the night of the 6th, the ships, which 
had before nearly closed each other, were 
again separated to the distance of several 
miles, though no motion was perceptible in 
the masses of ice about them. The Hecla 
was now carried towards Winter Island, 
and the Fury up Lyon Inlet, so that on 
the 10th, we had reached the islands ofF 
Five-hawser Bay, within three quarters of a 
mile, where the Hecla was barely visible 
from the mast-head. On the evening of 
the 11th, however, the wind at length be- 
gan to freshen from the north-west, when 
the ice immediately commenced driving 
down the inlet at the rate of a mile an 
hour, carrying the Fury with it, and within 
half a mile of the rocks^ the whole way 
down to Cape Martineau, but keeping her 
in deep water. In the meantime the Heob 
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had been $wept into much 'more daogerous 
situations, passing alopg the easit.and south 
sides of Winter Islapd; and after driving 
nearly up to Five-hawser Bay» being car- 
ried near some dangerous shoals about Cape 
Edwards, where Captain Lyon expected 
every other tide that she would take the 
ground. Indeed for the last ten or twelve 
days the situation of the Hecla had been 
one of imminent danger, and every exertion 
to remove her from it had proved unavail- 
ing. From this time, however, the ice con- 
tinued to drive to the southward, and, by 
some means, or other, the ships once more 
closed each other. It was now observable, as 
on a former occasion in this neighbourhood, 
that the ice did not carry the ships in the 
direction opposite to thje wiiKl, but much 
more towards Southampton Island; so that 
on the 14th we were once more off Fife 
Rock, and had by great exertions in warp- 
ing, nearly rejoined the Heicla;;. We now 
also observed a dark water- sky. to. the east- 
ward, which assured us that a clear sea 
could be at no great distance in that direc- 
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tion. On the following day, when the 
ships had closed each other within a mile, 
we could see the clear water from the mast- 
head, and the Hecla could now have been 
easily extricated. Such, however, are the 
sudden changes that take place in this pre- 
carious navigation, that not long afterwards 
the Fury was quite at liberty to sail out of 
the ice, while the Hecla was now, in her 
turn, so immoveably fast set, and even ce- 
mented between several very heavy masses, 
that no power that could be applied was 
sufficient to move her an inch. In this 
situation she remained all the 16th, without 
our being able to afford her any assistance ; 
and the frost being now rather severe at 
night, we began to consider it not improba- 
ble that we might yet be detained for ano- 
ther winter. We were perhaps, indeed, in- 
debted for our escape to a strong westerly 
breeze, which blew for several hours on the 
17th, when, the ice being sufficiently close 
to allow our men to walk to the assistance 
of the Hecla, we succeeded, afler seven 
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hours hard labour, in forcmg her into 
dear water, when all sail was made to the 
eastward, and our course shaped for the 
Trinity Islands' in a perfectly open sea. 

We thus finally made our escape ^m 
the ice after having been almost immove- 
ably beset in it for twenty-four days out of 
the last twenty-six, in the course of which 
time the ships had been taken over no less 
than one hundred and forty leagues of 
ground, generally very close to the shore, 
and always unable to do any thing towards 
effecting their escape from danger. When 
it is considered, that, to have taken the 
ground in this situation, with strong high 
tides keepii^ the ice in constant motion, 
must have almost involved the certain loss 
of the ships, and without the possibility of. 
one offering assistance to the other, we can- 
not but consider this as one of the most 
providential escapes it has ever been our lot 
to experience. 

The wind still favouring us aflter our 
leaving the ice, we made the land near the 
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Trinity Islands on the evening o£ the 18th, 
and passed Salisbary Island the fi)llowing 
day. Meeting with no ohstruction what- 
ever, we ran with a fevourable breeze down 
Hudson's Strait, and at noon on the Sdd 
had passed Button's Isles, from which we 
took our final departure. Icebergs of large 
dimensions occurred, from about the seven- 
ty-third degree of longitude downwards to 
the entrance of the strait, and we remarked, 
that below the sixty-third degree of lati- 
tude the land was still comparatively clear 
of snow. 

A solan goose was seen on this and the 
preceding day, and these birds became 
more numerous as we approached the 
Orkneys, which we made on the morning of 
Oct. 9th, the wind being moderate firom the 
southward. It can scarcely perhaps be 
imagined by those who have not been simi- 
larly situated, with what eager interest one 
or two vessels were this day descried by 
us, being the first trace of civilized man 
that we had seen for the space of seven and 
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292 VOYAGE FOE THE DISCOVERT 

twenty months. The breeze increasing to a 
fresh gale from the southward in the course 
of the night, with a heavy sea from the 
same quarter, rendering it impossible for us 
to make any progress in that direction, I 
determined to put into Lerwick in the Shet- 
lands Islands, to procure refreshments, and 
await a change in our favour. We accord* 
ingly bore up for that harbour early on the 
morning of the 10th, and at thirty minutes 
past ten A.M. anchored there, where we 
were immediately visited by a great number 
of the inhabitants, anxious to greet us on 
our return to our native country. 

I feel it utterly impossible adequately to 
express the kindness and attention we re- 
ceived for the three or four days that we 
were detained in Bressay Sound, by a con- 
tinuance of unfavourable winds. On *the 
first information of our arrival the bells of 
Lerwick were set ringing, the inhabitants 
flocked from every part of the country to 
express their joy at our unexpected return, 
and the town was at night illuminated, as if 
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each individual had a brother or a son 
among us. On the 12th, being Suaday, the 
officers and men of both ships attended di- 
vine service on shore, when the worthy 
minister, the Reverend Mr. Menzies,* who 
was before well known to many among us, 
offered up, in the most solemn and impres- 
sive manner, a thanksgiving for our safe re- 
turn; at the same time calling upon us, 
with great earnestness, never to forget what 
we owed to Him who had been *' about 
our path, and about our bed, and who 
spieth out all our ways." The peculiarity 
of the circumstances under which we had 
joined the congregation, the warmth of feel- 
ing exhibited by every person assembled 
within the sacred walls, together with the 
affectionate energy of the preacher, com- 
bined to produce an effect of which words 
can convey but little idea, but which will 

* This faithful minister, and most estimable mem- 
ber of society, has since gone to receive the reward of 
his labours ; but he will long live in our grateful re- 
membrance. 
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not easily be effaced from the minds of those 
who weife present on this affecting occa- 
sion. 

On the 13th, a breeze springing up from 
the northward, we took leave of our kind and 
hospitable friends, deeply sensible of the 
cordial and affectionate reception we had ex- 
perienced ; and being still favoured by the 
wind, were abreast of Buchaness the follow- 
ing evening. It was my intention to have 
put into Leith, in order to procure anchors 
and pilots previously to venturing upon the 
English coast, but th^ wind breaking us off 
on the morning of the 15th, prevented our 
approaching that part of the coast, and we 
continued our course to the southward. On 
the 16th, being off Whitby, I went on shore 
there, accompanied by Mr. Fisher, the as- 
tronomer, and after receiving the cordial 
greetings of a great number of the worthy 
inhabitants of Whitby, who had assembled 
to meet us on landing, set off for London, 
and arrived at the Admiralty on the morn- 
ing of the 18th. The ships, after touching 
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at the Humber for pilots, arrived in the Ri- 
ver Thames shortly afterwards, and were 
paid off at Deptford on the 14th of No- 
vember. 
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